Alaska Women’s Lobby
Weekly Legislative Update 2006
This report is prepared by Caren Robinson

March 12th – March 18th
AWL Mission: To defend and advance the rights and needs of Women, Children and Families in Alaska

Visit us on the web:www.akwomenslobby.org
Keeping you informed of the issues important to women and children takes money and volunteer hours.  Please consider sending a donation to PO Box 20891, Juneau, AK 99802 or sign up to volunteer on our website.

58 LEGISLATIVE DAYS TO GO
ACTION ALERT:
The House Finance Committee will take public testimony on the FY07 operating and mental health budgets this week. See the Operating Budget section of this report for testimony days and times.  This is your opportunity to let House Finance Committee Members know your budget priorities.

The House Judiciary Committee will hear both SB 20, OFFENSES AGAINST UNBORN CHILDREN and HJR 32, CONST. AM: BENEFITS & MARRIAGE (the companion bill to SJR20) on Wednesday at 1:00pm.

Legislative Committee Assignments: Go to BASIS committee assignments list:
www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/commbr_info.asp?session=24
NEW BILLS:  No new bills.
UPDATES:  Look here to track bills of interest.
HB 109, SCREENING NEWBORN FOR HEARING/AUDIOLOGIST, sponsored by Representative Ramras, passed Senate HESS without change. HB 109 is aimed at ensuring that all infants born in Alaska have their hearing screened at birth, or within 30 days of birth, if not born in a hospital. Its next referral is Senate Finance.

HB 408, DEFINITION OF CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT, sponsored by House Rules, passed House Finance with substantial changes in a committee substitute.  

Representative Chenault’s HB 327 was rolled in, which requires all Departments to release information regarding children in custody to a legislator or other named state official within five days of the request, or, provide the specific federal citation that prohibits the release of the information.  
The bill also raises the State’s burden of proof from “a preponderance of the evidence” to “clear and convincing evidence” when making decision to not provide family reunification services and when arguing that the State made reasonable efforts to forgo termination of parental rights.  An additional change, said to adhere to the intent of HB 53, allows the State to disclose to the public information taken from any reports of harm, rather than the initial one.  

HB 408 also expands the definition of "child abuse or neglect" to include exposing an unborn child to a controlled substance or alcohol abuse, and the exposure is determined to be the primary cause of birth defects or addiction to a controlled substance or alcohol. 

Finally, HB 408 requires the Department to apply for PFDs for children in custody and to put the funds into a trust until the child is 18 or no longer in custody.  Its next referral is House Rules.
SB 216, BAIL RESTRICTIONS, sponsored by Senators Huggins and Green, passed Senate Finance and is now ready for the Floor.

SB 254, EXTEND PT & OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY BOARD, sponsored by Senate Rules, was referred to House Labor & Commerce, and Finance Committees.  It is scheduled for a hearing Monday, March 13th at 3:15pm in House Labor & Commerce.  

OPERATING BUDGET:  
H)FIN* Mar 14 Tuesday 1:30 PM 

*+ HB 365 APPROP: OPERATING BUDGET -Testimony <Invitation Only> 

*+ HB 366 APPROP: MENTAL HEALTH BUDGET - Testimony <Invitation Only> 

H)FIN* Mar 16 Thursday 4:00 PM 

=+ HB 365 APPROP: OPERATING BUDGET 

=+ HB 366 APPROP: MENTAL HEALTH BUDGET 

Public Testimony: Anchorage 

H)FIN* Mar 17 Friday 1:30 PM 

=+ HB 365 APPROP: OPERATING BUDGET/LOANS/FUNDS 

=+ HB 366 APPROP: MENTAL HEALTH BUDGET 

Public Testimony: 1:30 pm - Juneau    4:00 pm - Fairbanks 

H)FIN* Mar 18 Saturday 10:00 AM 

=+ HB 365 APPROP: OPERATING BUDGET/LOANS/FUNDS 

=+ HB 366 APPROP: MENTAL HEALTH BUDGET 

Public Testimony: 

10:00 am - Kenai, Valdez, Ketchikan, Kodiak, Seward, Matsu 

11:15 am - Sitka, Wrangell, Petersburg, Homer, Dillingham, Cordova 

12:30 pm - Bethel, Kotzebue, Barrow, Nome Delta Junction, Tok, Glennallen, 

12:30 pm - Offnets

COMMITTEE SCHEDULE:  Look here for committee meetings for the coming week.  Bill hearings OFTEN change.  If you are planning to testify it is a good idea to check the committee calendar the day of the hearing.  
Go to BASIS Committee schedules:  http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/hearing_form.asp?session=24
S)HES* Mar 13 Monday 1:30 PM 

=+ SB 299 NONDISCRIMINATION HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS 

H)L&C * Mar 13 Monday 3:15 PM 

+ SB 254 EXTEND PT & OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY BOARD 

H)JUD* Mar 14 Tuesday 8:30 AM BUTROVICH 205 

Joint with Senate Judiciary:  Therapeutic Courts Review 

S)JUD* Mar 14 Tuesday 8:30 AM 

=+ SB 222 PROTECTION OF PERSONAL INFORMATION 

S)FIN* Mar 14 Tuesday 9:00 AM 

+ SB 250 DOMESTIC VIOLENCE/SEXUAL ASSAULT COUNCIL 

H)FIN* Mar 14 Tuesday 1:30 PM 

*+ HB 365 APPROP: OPERATING BUDGET -Testimony <Invitation Only> 

*+ HB 366 APPROP: MENTAL HEALTH BUDGET - Testimony <Invitation Only> 

S)JUD* Mar 15 Wednesday 8:30 AM 

=+ SB 206 DETENTION OF MATERIAL WITNESSES 

H)JUD* Mar 15 Wednesday 1:00 PM 

=+ SB 20 OFFENSES AGAINST UNBORN CHILDREN

=+ HB 414 INTERCEPTION OF MINOR'S COMMUNICATIONS 

*+ HJR 32 CONST. AM: BENEFITS & MARRIAGE 

H)FIN* Mar 15 Wednesday 1:30 PM 

+ HB 312 FETAL ALCOHOL SYNDROME/EFFECTS PREVENTION

S)FIN* Mar 15 Wednesday 3:30 PM 

Key Campaign Presentation 

S)JUD* Mar 16 Thursday 8:30 AM

+ HB 326 USE OF LEWD MATERIAL AS HARASSMENT 

S)PUBLIC SAFETY FIN SUB * Mar 16 Thursday 12:00 PM BUTROVICH 205 

+ FY07 Operating Budget 

H)FIN* Mar 16 Thursday 1:30 PM 

+ HB 271 LIMIT OVERTIME FOR REGISTERED NURSES 

+HB 441 THERAPEUTIC COURT FOR DUI/SENTENCING 

H)HES * Mar 16 Thursday 3:00 PM 

Presentation by Dept. of Health & Social Services on Prevention 

=+ HB 426 MEDICAL ASSISTANCE FOR PERSONS UNDER 21 

H)JUD* Mar 17 Friday 1:00 PM 

=+ HJR 32 CONST. AM: BENEFITS & MARRIAGE 

Download legislators contact numbers:

http://w3.legis.state.ak.us/infodocs/leglist.pdf
GOVERNOR’S CORNER:
Governor Murkowski appointed attorney Douglas L. Blankenship, of Fairbanks, to fill a vacancy on the Fairbanks Superior Court.  Blankenship will replace Judge Charles R. Pengilly, who retired. 


Blankenship, 53, is an attorney in private practice who operates Blankenship Law Office in Fairbanks. He formerly served as a Deputy Attorney General in Juneau and an Assistant Attorney General in Fairbanks during the Hickel administration. He has practiced law for 24 years and is a 24-year resident of Alaska.  Blankenship graduated from the Gonzaga University School of Law in 1980. He and his wife, Vicki, have three children ages 15,12 and 11. Vicki serves on the Alaska Juvenile Justice Advisory Committee. 
 

SPECIAL EVENTS:
The House and Senate Judiciary Committees will hold a joint meeting to hear testimony from two nationally known experts who will visit Juneau and present information about therapeutic courts throughout the U.S. The focus of the meeting will be on protecting the public from DUI's and other addiction-fueled crimes. The meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 14th, at 8:30am in Room 205 of the Capitol.


Contact your lobbyist:

Caren Robinson  dcc@alaska.net
