Capitol Currents

LEGISLATIVE DAYS REMAINING:  65

Week Eight

Legislative Committee Assignments:

Go to BASIS committee assignments list: www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/commbr_info.asp?session=24
NEW BILLS:  There are no new bills. 
UPDATES:  Look here to track bills of interest.
HB 271, LIMIT OVERTIME FOR REGISTERED NURSES, sponsored by Representative Wilson, passed House HESS with a committee substitute.  It moves next to House Finance.   Amendments include the removal of penalties, along with the exemption for Critical Access Hospitals. The bill was also amended to cover LPNs.  It prohibits an employer from assigning mandatory overtime and from threatening or retaliating against a nurse who refuses overtime.

HB 343, HARASSMENT, sponsored by Representative Lynn, passed House Finance and moved to House Rules.


HB 357, STATUTORY REFERENCES TO DISABILITIES, sponsored by Rep. Wilson, passed Senate HESS without changes.  Its next referral is Senate Finance.

HB 402, MARRIAGE BROKERS AND ADVERTISERS, sponsored by Representative Kerttula, passed House Labor & Commerce with a committee substitute.  Its next referral is House Judiciary.  Minor amendments to the bill were made along with an additional exemption for traditional matchmaking. 
Language also was added clarifying the definition of "marriage broker or advertisers." HB 402 will require International Marriage Brokers to provide several pieces of information to foreign brides in their own languages. Marital history information must be provided and must include how many times the client has been married, how and when each marriage was terminated, and whether they have previously sponsored a foreign national for purposes of marriage. 
The required criminal justice information must be obtained by submitting the client's fingerprints for a national criminal history record check.  This also includes a complete list of restraining orders and civil protective orders that involve the client. The marriage broker is also required to provide information explaining that domestic violence is illegal in the U.S. and where to obtain assistance for victims.

Information must also be provided regarding the rights of victims of domestic violence including the right to petition for residency status independent of the spouse. Violations of any of these requirements are subject to a civil penalty of up to $20,000.

HB 442, HEALTH CARE DECISIONS, sponsored by Representative Weyhrauch, passed House HESS with technical amendments. It now moves to House Judiciary.  

HB 485, STATE PHARMACISTS/DOCTORS/AUDITOR EXEMPT, sponsored by Rules, passed House State Affairs Committee and now goes to House Finance. The bill removes pharmacists (employed by Department of Health and Social Services and Department of Corrections) and forensic tax auditors (employed by Department of Revenue) from the classified to the exempt service effective July 1, 2006. The reasons for this are recruitment and retention problems in these classes.

SB 216, BAIL RESTRICTIONS, sponsored by Senator’s Huggins and Green, passed Senate Judiciary and is moving to Senate Finance. The bill makes unlawful evasion a felony for anyone held on a felony charge and a misdemeanor for anyone being held on a misdemeanor charge. It also bans the temporary and periodic release of inmates being held at a correctional facility.


SB 250, DOMESTIC VIOLENCE/SEXUAL ASSAULT COUNCIL, sponsored by Rules Committee, passed Senate HESS without amendments.  Its next referral is Senate Finance.


SB 254, EXTEND PT & OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY BOARD, sponsored by Rules Committee, passed the Senate 19-0 and moved to the House.


SJR 20, CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT: BENEFITS & MARRIAGE, sponsored by Senate Judiciary, moved from Senate Judiciary and is scheduled in Senate Finance next Thursday.


COMMITTEE SCHEDULE:  Look here for committee meetings for the coming week.  Bill hearings OFTEN change.  If you are planning to testify it is a good idea to check the committee calendar the day of the hearing.  
Go to BASIS Committee schedules:

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/hearing_form.asp?session=24
S)HESS* Mar 06 Monday 1:30 PM 

+ HB 109 SCREENING NEWBORN FOR HEARING/AUDIOLOGIST 

*+ SB 8 NURSE EDUC LOAN REPAYMENT PROGRAM 

*+ SB 184 MENTAL HEALTH PATIENT RIGHTS: STAFF GENDER 

H)FIN* Mar 07 Tuesday 9:00 AM 

+ HB 399 ELDER FRAUD AND ASSISTANCE/OPA 

+ HB 485 STATE PHARMACISTS/DOCTORS/AUDITOR EXEMPT <Pending Referral> 

S)FIN* Mar 07 Tuesday 9:00 AM 

+ SB 216 BAIL RESTRICTIONS 

H)FIN* Mar 07 Tuesday 1:30 PM 

=+ HB 408 DEFINITION OF CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 

=+ SB 218 CRIMINAL SENTENCING AND POLYGRAPHS 
<Teleconference by Invitation Only> 

S)JUD* Mar 08 Wednesday 8:30 AM 

=+ SB 206 DETENTION OF MATERIAL WITNESSES 

=+ SB 222 PROTECTION OF PERSONAL INFORMATION 

S)FIN* Mar 09 Thursday 9:00 AM 

+ SJR 20 CONST. AM: BENEFITS & MARRIAGE 

S)L&C* Mar 09 Thursday 1:30 PM 

+ HB 393 INSURANCE FOR COLORECTAL CANCER SCREENING

Download legislators contact numbers:

http://w3.legis.state.ak.us/infodocs/WHOSEWHO2005.pdf
Contact your lobbyist:

Caren Robinson  dcc@alaska.net
