Capitol Currents
Session Two of the 24th legislature runs January 9-May 9, 2006.
Week Seven:
ACTION ALERTS:  See Attached SJR 20 Action Alert 
Legislative Committee Assignments:

Go to BASIS committee assignments list: www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/commbr_info.asp?session=24
NEW BILLS:  Look here for legislation introduced during the previous week.  

Go to BASIS bill/resolution list:  www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/bandr_stat.asp?session=24
No new bills this reporting period.
UPDATES:  Look here to track bills of interest.
HB 312, FETAL ALCOHOL SYNDROME/EFFECTS PREVENTION, sponsored by Representative Weyhrauch, was amended in and passed from House HESS Committee.  Amendments include adding a regulation requiring that knowledge of a mother's substance abuse be recorded on the child's medical record.  A second amendment dealing with long duration contraception for those who are diagnosed with FASD also was added.  The next committee referral is House Judiciary.  This committee is not expected to meet for at least two weeks, while the chair has her baby. 
HB 326, POSTING LEWD MATERIAL AS HARASSMENT, sponsored by Representative Meyer, passed the House floor with technical amendments and moved to the Senate where it received referrals to Senate Judiciary and Finance. 
HB 329, BAIL RESTRICTIONS, sponsored by Representative Stoltze, passed House Judiciary with amendments. Amendments include allowing courts to make temporary releases if (1) they have a death in the immediate family, and (2) the birth of their child is occurring, these exceptions will only be made for those charged with a misdemeanor, and B or C felony.  Other amendments require that courts must solicit information from the Department of Corrections on the defendant's conduct while incarcerated and considers that information when making a decision on their release.  It’s next referral is House Finance. 
 

HB 357, STATUTORY REFERENCES TO DISABILITIES, sponsored by Representative Wilson passed the House and moved to the Senate where it was referred to Senate HES and Finance Committee.  It is scheduled for a hearing in Senate HES on Monday, Feb. 27th.

HB 393, INSURANCE FOR COLORECTAL CANCER SCREENING, sponsored by Representative Anderson, passed the House and moved to the Senate where it was referred to Senate Labor & Commerce and HESS Committee. 
SB 218, CRIMINAL SENTENCING AND POLYGRAPHS, sponsored by Senator Bunde, was referred to House Finance and is scheduled for a hearing on Tuesday, the 28th.


OPERATING BUDGET:  FY07 
The House Finance Subcommittee for the Department of Health and Social Services had its final closeout on Friday, the 24th..  The subcommittee recommended that the FY07 budget recommendation fully fund the Medicaid requests, except for the 829.0 removed for abortions.  (See # 2 below). 
The subcommittee also accepted the increments to address DD waitlist, increase public health preparedness for epidemic disease, increase nurses pay statewide, continue strategic technology investment, increase services supporting for “Keep the Kids Home”, minimize new employees, avoid supplanting expiring or unavailable federal program dollars and avoid funding what they considered non-sustainable new programs. (ie. “Youth for Success” new grants to selected providers).  The subcommittee felt this would be a new program without defined outcomes and no sustainable future funding. 
1. The initial closeout had deleted 500.0 GF for the Breast and Cervical Cancer Screening Program, however, Representative Wilson offered an amendment that was adopted at the final closeout to restore the funds.  Thank you Rep. Wilson!
2. Representative Coghill offered an amendment that also was adopted to delete 829.0 GF from Health Services under the Women, Children and Family Health component because that was the amount of general funds paid out for abortions in FY05 and the 1st half of FY06 that did not meet stricter federal guidelines for payment.  The department sent a letter to Representative Hawker stating that Alaska is required to provide therapeutic abortion procedures to Medicaid eligible women under a 2000 Alaska Superior Court decision.  This amendment passes every year.  Representative Hawker reminded the committee that if the amendment passes they can expect a supplemental next year to put the amount  cut back.   

3. Representative Hawker stated any FAS funding would be included in HB 312. It’s the bill that requires DHSS to develop a FAS informational campaign and distribute information to schools and hospitals.
4. Services for Severely Emotionally Disturbed Youth-Bring the Kids Home “Keep the Kids Home”—Expansion for instate services and capacity with GFMH allocation of 559.5 was approved (2,120.0 had been requested).
5. Under Children’s Medicaid Services: An increase to Medicaid Behavioral Rehabilitative Services Rate to fully reimburse providers for Kids in Custody of 928.3 GF/GFMH and 1,285.7 Fed was granted and an increase in Bring the Kids Home Expand Behavioral Rehabilitation Services of 1,250.0 GF/GFMH and 1,250.0 Fed was granted.
6. Under Behavioral Health Medicaid Services:  An increase to replace federal reduction in redistributed SCHIP allotments of 761.2 GF/GFMH was granted and an increase for projected FY07 Growth of 2,954.1 GF/GFMH and 6,578.0 Fed was granted.
7. An amendment to restore the increment to provide additional $1,764.7 for the Human Services Community Matching Grant Program for the Municipality of Anchorage, Mat-Su Borough and Fairbanks North Star Borough failed.  The base funding was not reduced  
COMMITTEE SCHEDULE:  Look here for committee meetings for the coming week.  Bill hearings OFTEN change.  If you are planning to testify it is a good idea to check the committee calendar the day of the hearing.  
Go to BASIS Committee schedules:

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/hearing_form.asp?session=24
 S)JUD* Feb 27 Monday 8:30 AM 

=+ SB 206 DETENTION OF MATERIAL WITNESSES 

=+ SB 222 PROTECTION OF PERSONAL INFORMATION 

*+ SB 216 BAIL RESTRICTIONS 

H)FIN* Feb 27 Monday 1:30 PM 

+ HB 343 HARASSMENT 

S)HES* Feb 27 Monday 1:30 PM 

SB 242 STATUTORY REFERENCES TO DISABILITIES 

+ HB 357 STATUTORY REFERENCES TO DISABILITIES 

H)PUBLIC SAFETY FIN SUB* Feb 27 Monday 4:00 PM 
HOUSE FINANCE 519 - Closeout 

H)STA* Feb 28 Tuesday 8:00 AM 

=+ HB 485 STATE PHARMACISTS/DOCTORS/AUDITOR EXEMPT 

S)JUD * Feb 28 Tuesday 8:30 AM 

=+ SJR 20 CONST. AM: BENEFITS & MARRIAGE 

*+ SB 284 SENTENCING FOR ALCOHOL-RELATED CRIMES 

H)FIN* Feb 28 Tuesday 1:30 PM 

+ SB 218 CRIMINAL SENTENCING AND POLYGRAPHS 

+ HB 353 SENTENCING FOR SEXUAL OFFENSES 

H)HES* Feb 28 Tuesday 3:00 PM 

*+ HB 426 MEDICAL ASSISTANCE FOR PERSONS UNDER 21 

*+ HJR 31 FETAL ALCOHOL SPECTRUM DISORDERS DAY 

 =+HB 258 SEXUAL ASSAULT BY PERSON WITH HIV/AIDS 

S)JUD* Mar 01 Wednesday 8:30 AM 

+  SB 252 DEFINITION OF CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 

=+SB 301 CHANGE OF VENUE IN CIVIL CASES 

=+SB 249 REPORTING BAIL AND RELEASE INFORMATION 

S)FIN* Mar 01 Wednesday 9:00 AM 

+ SB 254 EXTEND PT & OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY BOARD 

H/S) HEALTH CAUCUS * Mar 01 Wednesday 12:00 PM 
BUTROVICH 205 

"Black Holes in the Health Care Universe" Light Lunch will be served 

H)FIN* Mar 01 Wednesday 1:30 PM 

=+ HB 408 DEFINITION OF CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 

H)L&C * Mar 01 Wednesday 3:15 PM 

=+ HB 402 MARRIAGE BROKERS AND ADVERTISERS 

S)HESS FIN SUB* Mar 02 Thursday 1:00 PM FAHRENKAMP 203 

Budget Overview: "A Half Hour of Highlights." 

H)HES* Mar 02 Thursday 3:00 PM 

*+ HB 356 MINORS: MEDICAL CONSENT, INCL BONE MARROW 

Download legislators contact numbers:

http://w3.legis.state.ak.us/infodocs/WHOSEWHO2005.pdf
Governor’s Corner:

View the FY07 Budget

http://www.gov.state.ak.us/omb/07_OMB/budget/index.htm
Read the Governor’s state of the state address:

http://www.gov.state.ak.us/speeches.php?id=2148
Read the Governor’s state of the budget address:

http://www.gov.state.ak.us/speeches.php?id=2158
Contact your lobbyist:

Caren Robinson  dcc@alaska.net
