Capitol Current

Session Two of the 24th legislature runs January 9-May 9, 2006.
Week Six

The Alaska State Legislature has appointed longtime Anchorage prosecutor Mary Anne Henry as Alaska's crime victim's advocate, head of the Office of Victim's Rights.  Ms. Henry was unanimously confirmed to the appointment in a joint meeting of the Alaska House and Senate on February 8th. Ms. Henry has 28 years of experience in trial law and graduated from Harvard Law School.


ACTION ALERTS will appear here as the session progresses.

Legislative Committee Assignments:

Go to BASIS committee assignments list: www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/commbr_info.asp?session=24
NEW BILLS:  Look here for legislation introduced during the previous week.

Go to BASIS bill/resolution list:  www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/bandr_stat.asp?session=24
CRIMES:
Bill:

HB450

Sponsor:
Kerttula

Referrals:
JUD, FIN

Title:

Indecent Viewing or Photography

Content:
Adds distribution of pictures to the crime of indecent viewing or photography and changes language from specifying genitals, anus, or female breast to “intimate areas”.  Intimate areas means the genitals, buttocks, anus, or female breast including when those body parts are covered only by an undergarment.

Bill:

HB460
Sponsor:
Salmon, Kerttula

Referrals:
STA, FIN

Title:

Rural Law Enforcement Units

Content:
Establishes a rural law enforcement unit in the division of state troopers.  The bill requires the unit to station a state trooper in each rural community in the state.  Rural community means a city or unincorporated community with a population of at least 500 but less that 5,000 that is not connected by road or rail to Anchorage or Fairbanks; or less than 2,000 that is connected by road or rail to Anchorage or Fairbanks.

Bill:

SB302

Sponsor:
Seekins

Referrals:
JUD, FIN

Title:

Hate Crimes Against Groups

Content:
Adds an aggravating factor to sentencing for certain crimes directed against an individual but intended to intimidate or terrorize a larger group.

GOVERNMENT:
Bill:

SJR 20 (companion to HJR 32 introduced last week)
Sponsor:
Senate Judiciary Committee

Referrals:
JUD, FIN

Title:

Const. Am: Benefits & Marriage

Content:
Amends Article 1, sec. 25, of the Alaska Constitution, Marriage to read “Marriage and related limitations”.  Currently, the section states that to be valid or recognized in this State, a marriage may exist only between one man and one woman.  The bill adds the following sentence:  No other union is similarly situated to a marriage between a man and a woman and, therefore, a marriage between a man and a woman is the only union that shall be valid or recognized in this State and to which the rights, benefits, obligations, qualities, or effects of marriage shall be extended or assigned.  If this resolution passes the amendment language would be placed before the voters at the next general election.
HEALTH CARE:
Bill:

SB 277

Sponsor:
Elton

Referrals:
HES, FIN

Title:

Medical Assistance Eligibility

Content:
Restores benefit levels for Denali Kid Care back to 2002 levels (income eligibility back to 200% of the federal poverty level).   Denali Kid Care provides health care coverage to children and pregnant women in working families. In 2003 the Legislature cut the program in two significant ways. First, the eligibility requirement was reduced from 200 percent of the federal level to 175 percent. The second change established a fixed dollar amount, ending the possibility of making periodic adjustments for things such as cost of living. The federal government matches at 3-1 Alaska's investment in Denali Kid Care.

OTHER:
Bill:

HB 485

Sponsor:
RLS by request

Referrals:
STA, FIN

Title:

State Pharmacists/Doctors/Auditors Exempt

Content:
Places in the exempt service pharmacists and physicians employed in the Department of Health and Social Services or in the Department of Corrections and certain corporate income tax forensic auditors employed by the department of revenue.

UPDATES:  Look here to track bills of interest.
HB 226, PERSONAL INFORMATION BREACH, sponsored by Representative Gara, passed House Judiciary with technical amendments and amendments to incorporate portions of SB 222, allowing people the right to file a police report regarding an identity theft.  The bill requires that any business that collects this personal customer information as part of their business must notify consumers if the security of that information is compromised. 

HB 343, HARASSMENT, sponsored by Rep. Lynn, passed from House Judiciary to be moved to FIN.  The bill was amended to include “medical professionals” to the list of workers listed in section 4 of the bill.

HB 353, SENTENCING FOR SEXUAL OFFENSES, sponsored by Representative Neuman passed House Judiciary and moved to House Finance.  The bill was amended to mirror SB 218.


HB 357, STATUTORY REFERENCES TO DISABILITIES, sponsored by Representative Wilson, passed House Finance and moved to House Rules.  The legislative intent section was removed from the bill and a Letter of Intent was adopted to accompany the bill.


HB 384, FINES AND OFFENSES, sponsored by Representative Anderson, passed House Judiciary and will now be heard in House Finance.  HB 384 proposes to raise the maximum amount a person may be fined to $750 when found guilty of an infraction or violation.  The current maximum for infractions is $300 up to $500 for some violations.


HB 393, INSURANCE FOR COLORECTAL CANCER SCREENING, sponsored by Representative Anderson, passed House HES as amended, it moves next to Rules.

HB 414, INTERCEPTION OF MINOR'S COMMUNICATIONS, sponsored by Representative Kott, passed House HES without change and moved to House Judiciary.
SB 222, PROTECTION OF PERSONAL INFORMATION, sponsored by Senator Therriault moved from Senate Labor & Commerce to Senate Judiciary.  The bill requires parties that handle and distribute sensitive consumer information to be accountable and responsible in those activities.  Tightens security measures pertaining to personal information and sets timelines to better notify consumers of potential problems so they may take remedial action as quickly as possible.


SB 218, CRIMINAL SENTENCING AND POLYGRAPHS, sponsored by Senator Bunde passed the Senate and was transmitted to the House.


SB 240, DRUG OFFENSES: NEIGHBORS AS CRIME VICTIMS, sponsored by Senator French, moved from Senate Judiciary to Senate Finance.


SB 254, EXTEND PT & OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY BOARD, sponsored by Senate Rules, passed Senate Labor & Commerce and moved to Senate Finance.


COMMITTEE SCHEDULE:  Look here for committee meetings for the coming week.  Bill hearings OFTEN change.  If you are planning to testify it is a good idea to check the committee calendar the day of the hearing.  
Go to BASIS Committee schedules:

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/hearing_form.asp?session=24
H)STA* Feb 21 Tuesday 8:00 AM 

Confirmation Hearing - Public Defender 

=+ SB 12 LIMIT RELATIONS WITH CERTAIN NATIONS 

S)JUD* Feb 21 Tuesday 8:30 AM 

=+ SJR 20 CONST. AM: BENEFITS & MARRIAGE 

H/S)JOINT SESSION * Feb 21 Tuesday 2:00 PM HOUSE CHAMBER 

Address by the Honorable Lisa Murkowski, U.S. Senator 

H)HES * Feb 21 Tuesday 3:00 PM 

=+ HB 312 FETAL ALCOHOL SYNDROME/EFFECTS PREVENTION 

*+ HB 442 HEALTH CARE DECISIONS 

=+ HB 271 LIMIT OVERTIME FOR REGISTERED NURSES 

S)PUBLIC SAFETY FIN SUB * Feb 21 Tuesday 3:30 PM BUTROVICH 205 

+ FY07 Operating Budget 

H)HSS FIN SUB * Feb 22 Wednesday 7:00 AM HOUSE FINANCE 519 

Review of Governor's Proposed Amendments Closeout Recommendations 

S)JUD* Feb 22 Wednesday 8:30 

+ SB 222 PROTECTION OF PERSONAL INFORMATION 

H)JUD* Feb 22 Wednesday 1:00 PM 

=+ SB 20 OFFENSES AGAINST UNBORN CHILDREN 

*+ HB 486 DISQUALIFYING JUDGES/JURORS FROM CASES 

H)FIN* Feb 22 Wednesday 1:30 PM 

HB 343 HARASSMENT 

HB 408 DEFINITION OF CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT 

S)HES* Feb 22 Wednesday 1:30 PM 

Overview: Medicare Prescription Drugs - Department of Health & Social Services 

*+ SB 299 NONDISCRIMINATION HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS 

H)PUBLIC SAFETY FIN SUB * Feb 22 Wednesday 4:00 PM 

HOUSE FINANCE 519 Budget Overview 

H)STA* Feb 23 Thursday 8:00 AM 

*+ HB 485 STATE PHARMACISTS/DOCTORS/AUDITOR EXEMPT 

H)JUD* Feb 23 Thursday 10:00 AM 

+ HB 414 INTERCEPTION OF MINOR'S COMMUNICATIONS

 *+ HB 329 BAIL RESTRICTIONS 

H)HES* Feb 23 Thursday 3:00 PM 

*+ HB 426 MEDICAL ASSISTANCE FOR PERSONS UNDER 21

*+ HJR 31 FETAL ALCOHOL SPECTRUM DISORDERS DAY

 *+ HB 258 SEXUAL ASSAULT BY PERSON WITH HIV/AIDS 

H)HESS FIN SUB * Feb 24 Friday 7:00 AM 
HOUSE FINANCE 519  Final Closeout 

H)PUBLIC SAFETY FIN SUB * Feb 24 Friday 4:00 PM 
HOUSE FINANCE 519 Budget Overview 

Download legislators contact numbers:

http://w3.legis.state.ak.us/infodocs/WHOSEWHO2005.pdf
Governor’s Corner:

View the FY07 Budget

http://www.gov.state.ak.us/omb/07_OMB/budget/index.htm
Read the Governor’s state of the state address:
http://www.gov.state.ak.us/speeches.php?id=2148
Read the Governor’s state of the budget address:

http://www.gov.state.ak.us/speeches.php?id=2158
Contact your lobbyist:

Caren Robinson  dcc@alaska.net
