Capitol Currents

Session Two of the 24th legislature runs January 9-May 9, 2006.

Week Five:
ACTION ALERTS:

Several bills of interest are being heard this week and both the Children’s Caucus and Health Caucus will meet.

SB 20, Offenses Against Unborn Children, is scheduled to be heard in House Judiciary on Wednesday.  The committee meeting begins at 1:00 pm and SB 20 is the second bill on the hearing list.  We expect a committee substitute to be presented at the meeting.  If you are not able to listen in from your local LIO, you can call Representative McGuire’s office 465-2995 or 1-800-365-2995 and ask for the call-in number.  At this point it we aren’t sure whether public testimony will be taken or not.

Legislative Committee Assignments:

Go to BASIS committee assignments list: www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/commbr_info.asp?session=24
NEW BILLS:  Look here for legislation introduced during the previous week.  Go to BASIS bill/resolution list:  www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/bandr_stat.asp?session=24
CRIMES:
Bill:

HB 425

Sponsor:
Salmon, Gruenberg

Referrals:
JUD, FIN

Title:

Crimes/Discrimination/ Tolerance Program

Content:
Allows an individual to maintain a civil action for discriminatory harassment against another, or against the parent or legal guardian of a minor, who has caused physical injury to the individual, or damage to the property of the individual, with the intent to intimidate or harass because of the persons’ actual or perceived race, sex, color, creed, physical or mental disability, sexual orientation, ancestry or national origin. 

HB 425 further creates the crime of motivation by prejudice, bias or hatred.  A person commits this crime if the person commits a crime and the person knowingly directed the conduct constituting the crime at the victim because of the victim’s actual or perceived race, sex, color, creed, physical or mental disability, sexual orientation, ancestry or national origin. The bill lists the penalties for the crime.  The person convicted of this crime may not have the imposition of sentence suspended; the minimum term of imprisonment may not otherwise be reduced; and the execution of the sentence may not be suspended and probation or parole may not be granted until the minimum term has been served.

The bill also requires the Department of Corrections to develop a diversity tolerance program for offenders who have been convicted of a crime that was motivated by the victim’s actual or perceived race, sex, color, creed, physical or mental disability, sexual orientation, ancestry or national origin and to require those offenders in the custody of the department to participate in the program.

Requires state and local law enforcement agencies to separately record and report crimes that are motivated by the victim’s actual or perceived race, sex, color, creed, physical or mental disability, sexual orientation, ancestry, or national origin.

If an informal adjustment is made for a minor for an act the minor knowingly directed at a victim because of that person’s  actual or perceived race, sex, color, creed, physical or mental disability, sexual orientation, ancestry or national origin, the adjustment must require the minor to perform a minimum of 100 hours of community work service and include a referral to a diversity tolerance program.  Also lists penalties when the minor is found delinquent.

Requires the department of health and social services to develop and implement, or designate, in cooperation with other state, local, tribal, and nonprofit public service agencies, a diversity tolerance program designed for persons under 18 who have been referred to such a program.

GOVERNMENT:
Bill:

HJR 32
Sponsor:
Coghill, Lynn

Referrals:
JUD, FIN

Title:

Const. Am: Benefits & Marriage

Content:
Amends Article 1, sec. 25, of the Alaska Constitution, Marriage to read “Marriage and related limitations”.  Currently, the section states that to be valid or recognized in this State, a marriage may exist only between one man and one woman.  
The bill adds the following sentence:  No other union is similarly situated to a marriage between a man and a woman and, therefore, a marriage between a man and a woman is the only union that shall be valid or recognized in this State and to which the rights, benefits, obligations, qualities, or effects of marriage shall be extended or assigned.  If this resolution passes the amendment language would be placed before the voters at the next general election.
HEALTH CARE:
Bill:

HB 426

Sponsor:
Coghill

Referrals:
HES, FIN

Title:

Medical Assistance for Persons Under 21

Content:
HB 426 adds a stepparent who lives with the person who is under 19 for more than 6 cumulative months during the calendar year and a person who is included in the household for an eligibility calculation made under another public assistance program to the definition of household for medical assistance eligibility and coverage for persons under 21.  
The bill also adds a new subsection to AS 47.07.020 “j” that prohibits a person from applying for medical assistance coverage for a person under 21 unless the person is the parent or legal guardian of the person who needs medical assistance.  
HB 426 adds a new subsection to AS 47.07.032 “c” that restricts eligibility for medical assistance to a person under 21 who is admitted to or requires services at a residential psychiatric treatment facility and who is not covered by an insurance policy for the person, regardless of the duration of the services.  

Bill:

HB442

Sponsor:
Weyrauch

Referrals:
HES, JUD

Title:

Health Care Decisions

Content:
Clarifies the validity of out-of-state advance health care directives, individual health care instructions, and do not resuscitate (DNR) orders.  Further clarifies when individuals can revoke such orders and provides an exception for when a medical professional can not follow a DNR.  Also limits liability of health care providers and institutions acting in “good faith” to comply or not with their understanding of the orders.

Bill:

HJR 30

Sponsor:
Cissna

Referrals:
HES, L&C

Title:

Public Health Compact

Content:
Lists poor health conditions, lack of insurance, lack of funding for medical training, and the need for translators to communicate with patients for whom English is a second language as reasons for inviting state departments, local governments, private and nonprofit businesses and individuals to join in forming the Alaska 2007 Prevention Compact.  Each compact member may voluntarily craft and promote the member’s own health preventative or curative initiative, and plans and efforts will be reported as voluntary presentations by private and public media and Internet websites.  

Bill:

HJR 31
Sponsor:
Weyrauch, Kerttula, Holm, Lynn, Gardner, Neuman, Salmon

Referrals:
HES

Title:

Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders Day

Content:
The resolution designates September 9, 2006 as Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorders Awareness Day.  The 9th hour of the 9th day of the 9th month of the year has been observed by communities around the world as International Fetal Alcohol Syndrome Awareness Day since 1999.

Bill:

SB275

Sponsor:
Guess

Referrals:
L&C, FIN

Title:

Group Health Insurance for Private Groups

Content:
Allows the department of administration to obtain a policy or policies of group health care insurance for employers that are small businesses, nonprofit organizations, special services organizations, or small associations for insurance purposes.  
SB 275 defines groups that may participate and procedures for participation.  It also allows the department to pro-rate the initial administrative costs to participating groups.


OTHER:
Bill:

HB 436

Sponsor:
Gara, Berkowitz, Kerttula, Cissna

Referrals:
HES, FIN

Title:

Social Worker Caseloads & Workloads

Content:
Requires the department of health and social services to employ a “sufficient” number of qualified social workers for at least 9 months during each fiscal year and defines numbers to meet the sufficient number standard.

UPDATES:  Look here to track bills of interest.
HB 149: CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES, sponsored by Representative Ramras.  The Senate failed to recede from its amendments and appointed Senators Seekins, Bunde and French to the conference committee.  They will try to create a compromise bill with House conferees Representatives Coghill, Stoltze and Crawford.

HB 175: CIVIL LEGAL SERVICES FUND, passed House floor and was referred to Senate Finance where the companion bill, SB 19 sits.

HB 393: INSURANCE FOR COLORECTAL CANCER SCREENING, passed House Labor & Commerce as amended, to be heard next in House HES.


HB 399: ELDER FRAUD AND ASSISTANCE/OPA, passed House State Affairs committee without change, to be moved to House Finance.
HB 408: DEFINITION OF CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT, passed House HES with technical and conceptual amendments.  Its next committee is House Finance.


HB 413: BURNING CAPABILITY OF CIGARETTES, passed House State Affairs with minor amendments, mandating cigarette manufacturers to certify under oath in writing to the state fire marshal that cigarettes have been tested for burning capability. Its next committee is House Judiciary. 
SB 54: PROTECTIVE ORDERS FOR SEXUAL ASSAULT, passed Senate 18-0.  SB 54, allows a victim of sexual assault to petition for civil remedies of protective orders, ex parte orders, and emergency orders. Also mandates arrest for violation of these protective orders.  This bill focuses on victims of sexual assault (1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th degrees) and sexual abuse of a minor (1st, 2nd, 3rd, 4th degrees) that is not domestic violence.
 
SB 172: INITIATIVE/REFERENDUM BALLOT SUMMARY, passed House Judiciary and is ready for the House Floor.  The bill increases the word limit for initiative and referenda ballot titles from six words to 25 words.
SB 218: CRIMINAL SENTENCING AND POLYGRAPHS, passed Senate Finance with a new expanded title and several amendments.  
The bill adds to the crime of sexual abuse of a minor in the 2nd degree the following circumstances:  6) being 18 or older, the offender engages in sexual penetration with a person who is 16 or 17 and at least 3 years younger than the offender, and the offender occupies a position of authority in relation to the victim or 7) being under 16, the offender engages in sexual penetration with a person who is under 13 and at least 3 years younger than the offender.  

SB 218 adds a new section to AS 11.56. that being AS 11.56.767.  This sections relates to failure to report sex offender or child kidnapper.  It adds a class A misdemeanor, a person commits this crime if the person recklessly disregards the fact that a sex offender or child kidnapper has not complied with registration requirements and knowingly fails to report the location of that sex offender or child kidnapper to Department of Public Safety.  
It also adds as a condition of probation for a sex offense, the requirement to submit to regular periodic polygraph examinations.  Significantly increases length of sentences to be imposed for sexual assault and sexual abuse of a minor.

It also adds mandatory periods of probation that may not be suspended or reduced to persons convicted of sexual offenses that are felonies.

Increases the penalty for failure to report suspected child abuse from a class B to a class A misdemeanor.
Adds a responsibility to DPS in maintaining the sex offender/child kidnapper web site to provide information as to how members of the public may access or compile the information relating to sex offenders or child kidnapers for a particular geographic area on a may.


SB 224: OLDER ALASKANS' DAY, passed the Senate and was referred to House.  


SB 252: DEFINITION OF CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT, moved from Senate HES without amendments.  Its next committee is Senate Judiciary.


COMMITTEE SCHEDULE:  Look here for committee meetings for the coming week.  Bill hearings OFTEN change.  If you are planning to testify it is a good idea to check the committee calendar the day of the hearing.  
Go to BASIS Committee schedules:

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/hearing_form.asp?session=24
H)HESS FIN SUB* Feb 13 Monday 7:00 AM HOUSE FINANCE 519 

Division of Health Care Services Medicaid Budget - Comprehensive Review FMAP, Fair Share, First Health 

H)JUD* Feb 13 Monday 1:00 PM 
+ HB 353 SENTENCING FOR SEXUAL OFFENSES

*+ HB 400 CONFISCATION OF FIREARMS

*+ HB 384 FINES AND OFFENSES 

S)JUD* Feb 14 Tuesday 8:30 AM 

=+ SB 10 PARENTAL LIABILITY FOR CHILD'S DAMAGE

H/S)CHILDREN'S CAUCUS * Feb 14 Tuesday 12:00 PM 
BUTROVICH 205 

+ Alaska Children's Justice Act Task Force: Reviewing Practice, Policy, and Laws on Child Abuse 

H)HESS* Feb 14 Tuesday 3:00 PM 

+ Presentation by Dept. of Health & Social Services on the Office of Children's Services (OCS) 

+ HB 393 INSURANCE FOR COLORECTAL CANCER SCREENING 

*+ HB 414 INTERCEPTION OF MINOR'S COMMUNICATIONS 

S)JUD* Feb 15 Wednesday 8:30 AM 

*+ SB 249 REPORTING BAIL AND RELEASE INFORMATION 

H/S)JOINT LEGISLATIVE HEALTH CAUCUS * Feb 15 Wednesday 12:00 PM BUTROVICH 205
 "Getting to the Heart of Prescription Drugs" Light Lunch will be served 

H)JUD* Feb 15 Wednesday 1:00 PM 

=+ SB 20 OFFENSES AGAINST UNBORN CHILDREN 

H)L&C* Feb 15 Wednesday 3:15 PM 

*+ HB 402 MARRIAGE BROKERS AND ADVERTISERS 

H)PUBLIC SAFETY FIN SUB * Feb 15 Wednesday 4:00 PM 
HOUSE FINANCE 519 - Budget Overview 

H)STA* Feb 16 Thursday 8:00 AM 

+ SB 12 LIMIT RELATIONS WITH CERTAIN NATIONS 

S)JUD* Feb 16 Thursday 8:30 AM 

+ Senate Bill: PROPOSING AN AMENDMENT TO THE SECTION OF THE COSTITUTION OF THE STATE OF ALASKA RELATING TO MARRIAGE <Pending Introduction & Referral> 

*+ SB 206 DETENTION OF MATERIAL WITNESSES 

S)L&C* Feb 16 Thursday 1:30 PM 

* SB 254 EXTEND PT & OCCUPATIONAL THERAPY BOARD 

H)HESS* Feb 16 Thursday 3:00 PM
 Presentation by Dr. Tom Hamilton - "Cost-Effective Alternative to Criminalizing Those with a Mental Illness" 

+ Presentation by Lewin Group - "Long-Term Forecast of Medicaid Enrollment and Spending in Alaska" 

+ Presentation by State Citizen Review Panel 

S)HESS* Feb 17 Friday 1:30 PM 

*+ SB 250 DOMESTIC VIOLENCE/SEXUAL ASSAULT COUNCIL 

Download legislators contact numbers:

http://w3.legis.state.ak.us/infodocs/WHOSEWHO2005.pdf
Governor’s Corner:

View the FY07 Budget

http://www.gov.state.ak.us/omb/07_OMB/budget/index.htm
Read the Governor’s state of the state address:

http://www.gov.state.ak.us/speeches.php?id=2148
Read the Governor’s state of the budget address:

http://www.gov.state.ak.us/speeches.php?id=2158
SPECIAL EVENTS:
Medicare Prescription Coverage Information:  On January 1st, the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services initiated Medicare Part D, the prescription drug program that provides benefits for individuals covered by both Medicare and Medicaid.  
Senator Dyson, Chairman of the Senate HESS committee, has organized a hearing for seniors and the Legislature to learn about the prescription drug benefit plan.  The hearing will be on Wednesday, February 22 at 1:30 pm and will be telecast statewide on Gavel-to-Gavel. 

Contact your lobbyist:
Caren Robinson  dcc@alaska.net
