Capitol Currents

Session Two of the 24th legislature runs January 9-May 9, 2006.

Week Three

ACTION ALERTS:
HB 312, FETAL ALCOHOL SYNDROME/EFFECTS PREVENTION, will be heard in House HES, Tuesday in a meeting that begins at 3:00 pm.  The sponsor, Representative Weyrauch, has significantly reworked the bill and will introduce a committee substitute work draft at the meeting.  

The work draft – 
· requires screening of newborns for fetal alcohol spectrum disorders; 

· requires schools to distribute information regarding fetal alcohol spectrum disorders to students in grades 6-12;

· requires hospitals to distribute information; 

· requires the department of health and social services to prepare or obtain the information for distribution and to give the information to schools, hospitals and permitted persons engaged in selling or serving alcoholic beverages;

· requires the department to establish a program for the diagnosis and treatment of persons suffering from fetal alcohol spectrum disorders and lists items the treatment must include; 

· provides for a misdemeanor fine to be assessed to licensed physicians, certified direct-entry midwifes, or licensed nurses attending a newborn or infant that fails to screen for fetal alcohol spectrum disorders unless a parent or guardian refuses the screening—if the parent or guardian refuses the screening that fact should be reported to the department.  

For more information contact Representative Weyrauch’ office, 465-3744 or email Representative_Bruce_Weyrauch@legis.state.ak.us
Legislative Committee Assignments:

Go to BASIS committee assignments list: www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/commbr_info.asp?session=24
NEW BILLS:  Look here for legislation introduced during the previous week.

Go to BASIS bill/resolution list:  www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/bandr_stat.asp?session=24
CRIMES:
Bill:

SB 249

Sponsor:
French

Title:

Reporting Bail and Release Information

Referrals:
JUD

Content:
Criminal Justice agencies responsible for reporting events to the Department of Public Safety if they occur in connection with an arrestable offense will be required to report the release of a person on bail and the conditions of that release under this bill.

Bill:

HB 399

Sponsor:
Chenault, Lynn

Title:

Elder Fraud and Assistance/OPA

Referrals:
STA, FIN

Content:
Adds investigate complaints involving fraud committed against residents of the state who are 55 years of age or older to the list of duties for OPA; creates the office of elder fraud and assistance within the office of public advocacy; allows the department of health and social services when investigating vulnerable adult abuse to refer cases involving fraud to OPA.

HEALTH CARE:
Bill:

HB 393

Sponsor:
Anderson

Title:

Insurance for Colorectal Cancer

Referrals:
L&C, HES

Content:
Requires certain health care insurance plans to provide coverage for the costs of colorectal cancer screening exams and lab tests.

Bill:

HB 393

Sponsor:
Berkowitz

Title:

Alaska Commission on Health Care

Referrals:
HES, FIN

Content:
Creates  the Alaska Commission on Health Care in the Office of the Governor; enumerates members of the commission; lists terms of office, meetings and quorums, powers and duties, and creates two special committees under the commission—health courts and health information technology.


OTHER:
Bill:

HB 402

Sponsor:
Kerttula

Title:

Marriage Brokers and Advertisers

Referrals:
L&C, JUD, FIN

Content:
Requires persons providing or advertising services as a marriage broker to require clients to provide in writing, verified under penalty of perjury a complete criminal justice information report; a complete list of restraining orders and civil protective orders, if any, issued by any court that involve the client; and a complete marital history.  
Further the marriage broker must provide information to each recruit in the recruit’s native language that explains domestic violence laws and rights of victims of domestic violence, sexual assault, human trafficking and related laws in this state and the United States and other enumerated laws.  
The bill specifies items to be included in the marital history report, gives the department of law the responsibility of enforcing this new section of law and provides for a $20,000 fine for each violation.  The penalty collected may be appropriated to the Violent Crime Victims Compensation Fund.

Bill:

HB 404

SB 250


Sponsor:
RLS by Request of LB&A

Title:

Domestic Violence/Sexual Assault Council

Referrals:
HSTA, FIN

SHES, FIN

Content:
Extends the sunset date of the Council to 2014 and removes the statutory requirement for the Governor to consult with the Network on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault prior to appointing public members.

Bill:

HB 405

Sponsor:
RLS by Request of LB&A

Title:

Extend PT & Occupational Therapy Board

Referrals:
L&C, FIN

Content:
Extends the board through 2014.

UPDATES:  Look here to track bills of interest to our organizations

CS SB 54 (FIN): PROTECTIVE ORDERS FOR SEXUAL ASSAULT

SB 54 passed Senate Finance Committee and is waiting in Senate Rules. 

CS SB 218 (JUD): CRIMINAL SENTENCING AND POLYGRAPHS. 
SB 218 passed Senate Judiciary and will be heard in Senate Finance Committee next Thursday. The bill increases sentencing times for the most egregious unclassified and Class A sexual felonies against a minor to a minimum sentence of 25 years. It also increases sentencing for Unclassified and Class A sexual felonies against an adult to a minimum of 20 years. 
Restructures and increases sentencing for Class B and Class C sexual offenses.
SB 218 requires periodic polygraph testing for sex offenders on probation and parole. Changes sex offender registering and reporting.


COMMITTEE SCHEDULE:  Look here for committee meetings for the coming week.  Bill hearings OFTEN change.  If you are planning to testify it is a good idea to check the committee calendar the day of the hearing.  
Go to BASIS Committee schedules:

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/hearing_form.asp?session=24
H)PUBLIC SAFETY FIN SUB * Jan 30 Monday 4:00 PM 
HOUSE FINANCE 519 Budget Overview 

H)FIN* Jan 31 Tuesday 1:30 PM 

=+ HB 326 POSTING LEWD MATERIAL AS HARASSMENT 

H)HES* Jan 31 Tuesday 3:00 PM

 =+ HB 357 STATUTORY REFERENCES TO DISABILITIES 

*+ HB 312 FETAL ALCOHOL SYNDROME/EFFECTS PREVENTION 

H)HESS FIN SUB * Feb 01 Wednesday 7:00 AM HOUSE FINANCE 519 

Divisions of Senior and Disabilities Services and Alaska Pioneer Homes 

S)JUD* Feb 01 Wednesday 8:30 AM 

=+ SB 10 PARENTAL LIABILITY FOR CHILD'S DAMAGE 

=+ HB 101 SEX TOURISM  =+ HB 148 TRAFFICKING OF PERSONS 

H/S)JOINT  HEALTH CAUCUS * Feb 01 Wednesday 12:00 PM 

"Helping People Beyond Roads" Light Lunch will be served 

S)HESS* Feb 01 Wednesday 1:30 PM 

+ Confirmation Hearing Karleen Jackson, Dept H&SS Commissioner

 =+ SB 177 PRACTICE OF PSYCHOLOGY 

H)PUBLIC SAFETY FIN SUB * Feb 01 Wednesday 4:00 PM 
HOUSE FINANCE 519 Budget Overview 

S)JUD* Feb 02 Thursday 8:30 AM 

=+ SB 200 USE OF FORCE TO PROTECT SELF/HOME 

S)FIN* Feb 02 Thursday 9:00 AM 

+ SB 218 CRIMINAL SENTENCING AND POLYGRAPHS 

 H)HESSFIN SUB * Feb 03 Friday 7:00 AM 
HOUSE FINANCE 519 Division of Public Health 
H)JUD* Feb 03 Friday 1:00 PM Confirmation Hearings Commission on Judicial Conduct -Violent Crimes Compensation Board 
*+ HB 353 SENTENCING FOR SEXUAL OFFENSES 

Download legislators contact numbers:

http://w3.legis.state.ak.us/infodocs/WHOSEWHO2005.pdf
Governor’s Corner:

View the FY07 Budget

http://www.gov.state.ak.us/omb/07_OMB/budget/index.htm
Read the Governor’s state of the state address:
http://www.gov.state.ak.us/speeches.php?id=2148
Read the Governor’s state of the budget address:

http://www.gov.state.ak.us/speeches.php?id=2158
Contact your lobbyist:

Caren Robinson  dcc@alska.net
