Capitol Currents

Session Two of the 24th legislature runs January 9 - May 9, 2006.

Week Two

The Senate appointed Sen. Stedman Chairman of the Community and Regional Affairs Committee. The Senate Community and Regional Affairs Committee is responsible for reviewing matters relating to Alaska's political subdivisions, ranging from organization of
unincorporated areas and municipal boundary changes, to revenue sharing between the State and local governments. The committee is also responsible for overseeing the programs and activities of the Dept. of Commerce, Community and Economic Development.


ACTION ALERTS will appear here as the session progresses.

Legislative Committee Assignments:

Go to BASIS committee assignments list: www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/commbr_info.asp?session=24
NEW BILLS:  Look here for legislation introduced during the previous week.

Go to BASIS bill/resolution list:  www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/bandr_stat.asp?session=24
CRIMES:
Bill:

HB 384

Sponsor:
Anderson

Title:

Fines and Offenses
Referrals:
JUD, FIN
Content:
Increases fines for violations from $500 to $750 and reduces several penalties from misdemeanors to violations.
Bill:

SB 240


Sponsor:
French

Title:

Drug Offenses:  Neighbors as Crime Victims

Referrals:
JUD, FIN

Content:
Adds to the definition of “victim” an adjacent landowner or tenant, when a defendant is alleged to have committed a felony offense involving the manufacture or delivery of a controlled substance on private property; the request for notification may be made in person or be mail, email, or telephone.
OTHER:
Bill:

SB 242


Sponsor:
French

Title:

Statutory References to Disabilities

Referrals:
HESS

Content:
Changes references throughout statutes from “handicapped” to “persons with disabilities”.
UPDATES:  Look here to track bills of interest to our organizations

HB 149: CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES

Passed Senate floor with amendments made in Senate Finance Committee, and held for reconsideration. Amendments include the incorporation of portions of SB 70. SB 70 was an act relating to controlled substances regarding the crimes of manslaughter, endangering the welfare of a child, and misconduct involving a controlled substance. Changes were made eliminating jail time for those charged with use in the privacy of their own homes for the first two offenses. Amendments were also made to the original bill, specifically dealing with the retailer restriction portion.

This bill would also restrict the amount of pseudoephedrine base product a person can acquire to six grams within a 30-day period. The bill will further serve to present prima facia evidence that a person intends to use the pseudoephedrine base product to manufacture methamphetamine if the person is in possession of more than six grams of product.  The bill also amended to prohibit the distribution of confidential information on certain medications.

HB 175: CIVIL LEGAL SERVICES FUND

Passed House Finance.  HB 175 is designed to provide a financial mechanism whereby the legislature may make appropriations to organizations that provide civil legal services to low-income Alaskans. This would be accomplished through the creation of a civil legal services account funded by provisions required under AS 09.17.020(j).  The bill is ready to go to the Floor.
 

HB 326: POSTING LEWD MATERIAL AS HARASSMENT

Passed House Judiciary with amendments. The title of the bill was changed to "An Act relating to the definition of harassment."  Other minor amendments were made to clarify the form of harassment addressed in the bill.  Next committee is Finance.


COMMITTEE SCHEDULE:  Look here for committee meetings for the coming week.  Bill hearings OFTEN change.  If you are planning to testify it is a good idea to check the committee calendar the day of the hearing.  
Go to BASIS Committee schedules:

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/hearing_form.asp?session=24
S)JUD* Jan 24 Tuesday 8:30 AM 
=+ SB 200 USE OF FORCE TO PROTECT SELF/HOME 

=+ SB 218 CRIMINAL SENTENCING AND POLYGRAPHS

 =+ SB 10 PARENTAL LIABILITY FOR CHILD'S DAMAGE 

H/S)VICTIMS' ADVOCATE SELECTION COMMITTEE * Jan 24 Tuesday 1:30 BUTROVICH 205 No Public Testimony 

S)L&C* Jan 24 Tuesday 1:30 PM 

*+ SB 222 PROTECTION OF PERSONAL INFORMATION 

H)HESS * Jan 24 Tuesday 3:00 PM 

=+ HB 271 LIMIT OVERTIME FOR REGISTERED NURSES 

*+ HB 357 STATUTORY REFERENCES TO DISABIITIES 

H)HESS FIN SUB * Jan 25 Wednesday 7:00 AM HOUSE FINANCE 519 

Detailed Overview with Commissioner 

S)JUD* Jan 25 Wednesday 8:30 AM 

+ HB 101 SEX TOURISM 

+ HB 148 TRAFFICKING OF PERSONS 

H)JUD* Jan 25 Wednesday 1:00 PM 

=+ SB 132 HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 

 *+ HB 314 USE OF FORCE TO PROTECT SELF/HOME 

S)HESS * Jan 25 Wednesday 1:30 PM 

=+ SB 177 PRACTICE OF PSYCHOLOGY 

H)FIN Jan 26 Thursday 1:30 PM 

HB 326 POSTING LEWD MATERIAL AS HARASSMENT 

H)HESS* Jan 26 Thursday 3:00 PM 

Confirmation Hearings -Commissioner, Dept. of Health and Social Services 

State Medical Board + Presentation by Richard Mandsager, M.D., Director, Division of Public Health- Influenza Pandemic 

H)HESS FINSUB* Jan 27 Friday 7:00 AM HOUSE FINANCE 519 

Office of Children's Services 

H)JUD* Jan 27 Friday 1:00 PM 

*+ HB 379 CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES, INCL. ANALOGS 

*+ HB 343 HARASSMENT 

Download legislators contact numbers:

http://w3.legis.state.ak.us/infodocs/WHOSEWHO2005.pdf
Governor’s Corner:

View the FY07 Budget

http://www.gov.state.ak.us/omb/07_OMB/budget/index.htm
Read the Governor’s state of the state address:
http://www.gov.state.ak.us/speeches.php?id=2148
Read the Governor’s state of the budget address:

http://www.gov.state.ak.us/speeches.php?id=2158
SPECIAL EVENTS:
Women’s Lives, Children’s Futures, & the Planet’s Hope: The Power & Promise of Family Planning  

Date:   January 26, 2006  

Place:  Centennial Hall: 5:00-7:00pm

Speakers:  Ellen Marshall: Former Senior Program Officer for Population and Women at the United Nations Foundation.  

Judith DeSarno: President, National Family Planning and Reproductive Health Association. (NFPRHA)  

Moderator:   Annette Souder: Director of the Sierra Club’s Global Population and Environment Program

The Speakers will explore the connections between world population, environmental health, sustainable economies and the education and empowerment of women.

This presentation is supported through the combined efforts of the Juneau World Affairs Council, The League of Women Voters, The Women’s Mission Committee of the Northern Lights Church, The Social Action Committee of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship, the Alaska Native Sisterhood Camp 70, Juneau Pro-Choice Coalition, The Sierra Club and the Juneau Chapter of the National Organization for Women.

Contact your lobbyist:

Caren Robinson  dcc@alska.net
