Capitol Currents

Session Two of the 24th legislature runs January 9 - May 9, 2006.

Week One:
Welcome back to expectant parents, Senator Guess, Representative Kapsner and Representatives McGuire and Anderson.  Congratulations to Representative Kerttula who was appointed to the Finance Committee to replace Representative Croft, stepping down from Finance to devote more time to his gubernatorial bid.  Representative Guttenberg will replace Kerttula as the Minority Whip.  

Representative Dahlstrom was removed from the majority caucus, her committee chairmanships and her seat on the Judiciary Committee due to her refusal to support the budget at the end of last session.  Her ouster reduces the majority caucus to 26 members which means the Republicans lost the 2/3 majority stronghold they’ve automatically enjoyed during the last several sessions that ensured they would win most procedural floor votes.

Legislators introduced 101 pieces of legislation and the Governor gave both a state of the state and state of the budget address during this first week.  Hot topics include limiting the legislative session to 90 days; the gas pipeline; eminent domain issues; gas reserves taxes; and of course, what to do with the $1.2 billion surplus.  The first piece of legislation to pass both houses this session was SB174, relating to passenger vehicle rental taxes.

ACTION ALERTS will appear here as the session progresses.

Legislative Committee Assignments:

Go to BASIS committee assignments list: www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/commbr_info.asp?session=24
NEW BILLS:  Look here for legislation introduced during the previous week.

Thirty-six (36) bills and one (1) resolution were introduced in the Senate and fifty-nine (59) bills and five (5) resolutions were introduced in the House. 

Subjects of the legislation range from eminent domain issues, to 90-day sessions, the gas pipeline, community dividends, education funding, crime victim rights, child abuse, voting rights, campaigns and lobbyists, regulatory changes, and health care.

Go to BASIS bill/resolution list:  www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/bandr_stat.asp?session=24
CRIMES:
Bill:

HB 312



Sponsor:
Weyhrauch


Title:

Fetal Alcohol Syndrome/Effects Prevention

Referrals:
HES, JUD, FIN

Content:
Requires hospitals, schools and alcohol licensees and permittees to distribute information about fetal alcohol effects and fetal alcohol syndrome; requires involuntary commitment of a pregnant woman who has consumed alcohol; creates a fund for the prevention and treatment of fetal alcohol syndrome and fetal alcohol effects; relates to fines and to the taking of permanent fund dividends for selling or serving alcoholic beverages to pregnant women; increases taxes on sales of alcoholic beverages to fund treatment and education related to fetal alcohol syndrome and fetal alcohol effects.

Bill:

HB 314 (companion bill to SB 200 introduced last sesssion)



HB 320

Sponsor:
Coghill, Gatto, Lynn



Gatto

Title:

Use of Force to Protect Self/Home

Referrals:
JUD, FIN

Content:
Amends AS 09.65 by adding a new section 330 Immunity: use of defensive force which creates immunity from civil liability if a person uses force in defense of self, other persons or property as permitted in AS 11.81 unless the person against whom force was used was a peace officer who was engaged in the performance of official duties; amends AS 11.81.335, justification:  use of deadly force by adding sexual abuse of a minor and expanding sexual assault to include all sexual assaults as reasons for using deadly force—it also changes the location to which the statute applies from “premises which the person owns or leases” to “any place where the person has a right to be”; further permits the use of deadly force when and to the extent the person reasonably believes a child is in imminent threat of death, serious physical injury, kidnapping, sexual assault, sexual abuse of a minor, or robbery in any degree; and finally, permits the use of deadly force when and to the extent the person reasonably believes it is necessary to terminate carjacking or theft of a motor vehicle.

Bill:

HB 321


Sponsor:
Ramras


Title:

Aggravated Drunk Driving

Referrals:
JUD, FIN

Content:
Increases jail time and fines upon conviction when the court finds there was 0.16 percent or more by weight of alcohol in the person’s blood or 160 milligrams or more of alcohol per 100 milliliters of blood, or if there was 0.16 grams or more of alcohol per 210 liters of the person’s breath.
Bill:

HB 322


Sponsor:
LeDoux, Gruenberg, Kerttula, McGuire, Dahlstrom

Title:

Safe Surrender of Babies

Referrals:
HES, JUD

Content:
Prevents a parent from being criminally prosecuted for surrendering a child of the parent in certain circumstances if the child is less that 12 months of age; enumerates manner is which parent may surrender the child and the steps persons to whom child is surrendered should take.
Bill:

HB 323



SB 206

Sponsor:
Rep. Meyer



Sen. Bunde

Title:

Detention of Material Witnesses

Referrals:
JUD, FIN



JUD, FIN

Content:
Sets procedure for prosecuting attorney or defendant in a criminal action to apply for an order compelling a person to appear at a material witness hearing; allows for the arrest of a person if there is clear and convincing evidence that the person will not be available as a witness unless immediately arrested; describes material witness hearing; enumerates conditions of release, confinement and fees for material witnesses that are arrested or confined; and adds to the duties of the Office of Public Advocacy the responsibility to provide legal representation to material witnesses and alleged material witnesses arrested, confined, or subject to an order.
Bill:

HB 325


Sponsor:
Ledoux

Title:

Post-Conviction DNA Testing

Referrals:
JUD, FIN

Content:
Sets procedures for incarcerated persons to apply to the superior court in the district where the person was convicted for an order for DNA testing of biological evidence from the conviction and sentence the person is currently serving; enumerates reasons the petitioner must show by a preponderance of the evidence for the court to order the testing including showing that favorable results of the DNA testing will demonstrate the petitioner’s actual innocence; a petitioner may use the results of the DNA test as grounds for filing a motion for post-conviction review.
Bill:

HB 326


Sponsor:
Meyer, Lynn, McGuire

Title:

Harassment

Referrals:
JUD, FIN

Content:
Amends AS 11.61.120(a) the crime of harassment, to include (6) publishes, posts, or distributes electronic or printed photographs, pictures, depictions, or films that show the genitals, anus, or female breast of the other person or show that person engaged in a sexual act.
Bill:

HB 329



SB 216

Sponsor:
Rep. Stoltze, Lynn



Sen. Huggins, Green


Title:

Bail Restrictions

Referrals:
JUD, FIN



JUD, FIN

Content:
Amends AS 12.30.010 to include restrictions on bail after conviction and specifies that nothing in the chapter allows a court to order a defendant to be released temporarily or periodically, either before trial or after conviction.  

Bill:

HB 338


Sponsor:
Chenault, Lynn

Title:

Certif. of Fitness for Explosive Handlers

Referrals:
L&C, FIN

Content:
Adds fingerprints and fees for a criminal background check to requirements for applying for a certificate; the department may not find an applicant competent if the applicant’s criminal history and background check indicates a conviction of a felony in the past 10 years under the laws of this state or another jurisdiction.
Bill:

HB 339
Sponsor:
Samuels, Stoltze, McGuire, Lynn

Title:

Def. of Victim/Parole Board Hearings

Referrals:
JUD, FIN

Content:
Adds to the definition of victim a person against whom an offense has been perpetrated, including an offense that forms the basis for a probation revocation proceeding; amends AS 33.16.050(a) to require all meetings of the parole board to be open to the public; amends AS 33.16.130(b) to open discretionary parole hearings to the public; amends AS 33.16.130(c) to require the board to provide a copy of the discretionary parole decision upon request to any member of the public that attended the hearing, and, if parole is granted, the information provided to the member of the public must include the expected date of release and geographical area of release.
Bill:

HB 343

Sponsor:
Lynn

Title:

Harassment

Referrals:
JUD, FIN

Content:
Creates a new crime, harassment in the 1st degree, and makes it a class A misdemeanor; a person commits the crime of harassment in the 1st degree if the person subjects another person to offensive physical contact and that contact is with human or animal bodily fluids or feces;  places other forms of harassment in the category of harassment in the 2nd degree which is a class B misdemeanor; amends AS 12.55.125(d) to include harassment in the 1st degree as a crime for which the person will be required to serve a minimum term of imprisonment of 60 days; amends AS 11.41.260(a) stalking in the 1st degree to include under (6) harassment in the 1st or 2nd degree.
Bill:

HB 346


Sponsor:
Neuman, Lynn, Chenault

Title:

Child Abuse Investigations

Referrals:
HES, JUD

Content:
Amends AS 47.17.033 by adding (j)--training must address the constitutional and statutory rights of children and families that apply throughout the investigation and department intervention; the training must include instruction in conducting searches and seizures without violating the US Constitution’s 4th Amendment and in protecting parental rights under state law; and by adding (k)—at the time of initial contact with a person alleged to have committed child abuse or neglect, the department shall notify the person of the specific complaint or allegation made against the person except that the identity of the complainant may not be revealed.
Bill:

HB 353


Sponsor:
Neuman, Lynn, Elkins, McGuire

Title:

Sentencing for Sexual Offenses

Referrals:
JUD, FIN

Content:
Doubles the current jail time ranges for sexual assault or abuse of a minor in the 1st, 2nd and 3rd degrees; for example, if the offense is a first felony conviction and does not involve a firearm or dangerous instrument the current presumptive sentence range is 8-12 years, the bill would raise the range to from 16-24 years

Bill:

HB 355

Sponsor:
Meyer, Lynn

Title:

Alcohol Monitoring Pilot Program

Referrals:
STA, FIN

Content:
Requires the Department of Corrections to establish a pilot program, no later than January 2007, for not more than 100 offenders with sentences of 6 months or less who will participate by wearing bracelets or anklets that automatically continuously test and periodically transmit alcohol consumption levels of, and tamper attempts by, the person being monitored; minimum criteria for participation and reporting dates are enumerated in the bill

Bill:

SB 211



Sponsor:
G. Stevens

Title:

Domestic Violence Protective Orders

Referrals:
JUD, FIN

Content:
Amends AS 18.66.100 be adding a new subsection (f)—before a court can direct a respondent to stay away from a specified place frequented by the petitioner or other designated household member the petitioner shall provide at least 3 days notice to the owner of the specified place of the date and time of the protective order hearing; the court shall consider relevant evidence offered by the owner on whether the place specified by the petitioner should be included in the order (the bill has a typo on page 3 line 14 stating “respondent” instead of petitioner).
Bill:

SB 218



Sponsor:
Bunde, Guess, Dyson, Elton, Kookesh, Green, Olson, Hoffman

Title:

Criminal Sentencing and Polygraphs

Referrals:
JUD, FIN

Content:
Requires persons on probation for a sex offense to submit to regular periodic polygraph examinations; increases presumptive ranges for 1st, 2nd, 3rd degree sexual assault or sexual abuse of a minor, incest, indecent exposure in the 1st degree, possession of child pornography, or attempt, conspiracy, or solicitation to commit sexual assault or sexual abuse of a minor in the 2nd degree, unlawful exploitation of a minor or distribution of child pornography; specifies when a defendant may apply for a modification or reduction sentence

Bill:

SB 223


Sponsor:
Guess, Davis

Title:

Sex Offenders/Child Kidnappers

Referrals:
JUD, FIN

Content:
Adds two circumstances to the crime of sexual abuse of a minor in the 2nd degree—being 18 years of age or older, engages in sexual penetration with a person who is 16 or 17 and at least 3 years younger than the offender, and the offender occupies a position of authority in relation to the victim; being under 16, the offender engages in sexual penetration with a person who is under 13 years of age and at least 3 years younger than the offender; amends AS 11.56 to add .767 Failure to report sex offender or child kidnapper—a person commits this crime if the person recklessly disregards the fact that a sex offender or child kidnapper has not complied with registration requirements and fails to report the location of that sex offender or child kidnapper to the Department of Public Safety—failure to report is a class C felony; increases the penalty for failure to register as a sex offender of child kidnapper in the 1st degree from a class C to a class B felony and in the 2nd degree from a class A misdemeanor to a class C felony; increases presumptive sentence ranges for all sexual abuse of a minor categories; increases reporting times for sex offenders required to register from annually to every 6 months and requires a quarterly written verification of their address; adds sexual abuse of a minor in any degree to the list of crimes for which upon conviction and sentencing a prisoner is not eligible for good time deduction.
HEALTH CARE:
Bill:

HB 356
Sponsor:
Gatto

Title:

Minors: Medical Consent, Incl Bone Marrow

Referrals:
HES, JUD

Content:
Amends AS 25.20.025 by adding a new subsection (d) which states that except for earlier provisions in 025, a parent or legal guardian of a minor may give consent for medical and dental services for the minor; defines “medical services” to include bone marrow donation.
Bill:

SB 208

Sponsor:
G. Stevens

Title:

Hospital-Acquired Infections

Referrals:
HES, FIN

Content:
Requires hospitals to collect data on hospital-acquired infection rates for various conditions and requires hospitals to disclose the data to the public on a regular basis.
OTHER:
Bill:

HB 327

Sponsor:
Chenault

Title:

Disclosure of Confidential Information

Referrals:
HES, JUD, FIN

Content:
Adds time limit of five days for HSS and ADMIN to respond to requests from officials listed in AS 47.10.092 by either providing access to the information or by providing the specific citation to a federal law that prohibits disclosure of the information requested.
Bill:

SB 220


Sponsor:
Elton

Title:

Jury Deferral for Breast-feeding Women

Referrals:
HES, JUD

Content:
Amends AS 09.20.030 by adding a new subsection (c) - a woman may claim exemption and be excused from service as a juror if the woman is breast-feeding a child who is less than three years of age.
Bill:

SB 224



Sponsor:
G. Stevens

Title:

Older Alaskans’ Day

Referrals:
STA

Content:
Amends AS 44.12 by establishing the second Wednesday of September of each year as Older Alaskans’ Day to honor residents of the state who are 60 years of age or older.
Bill UPDATES:  Look here to track bills of interest to your organizations

SB 74 & HB 149:  Meth - Marijauna bill combined in Senate Finance:
Showing up under bills previously heard/scheduled, HB 149, Representative Ramras’ Meth bill, passed the Senate Finance Committee this week with SB 74, the Governor’s marijuana bill, rolled into it.   Legislative findings are listed denouncing marijuana; changes the amount a person can possess from one pound to four ounces or else be charged with misconduct involving a controlled substance in the 4th degree; changes the amount under which  a person can be charged with misconduct involving a controlled substance in the 5th degree from one-half pound to one ounce or more; and changes misconduct in the 6th degree from one-half pound to one ounce; also changes the way aggregate weights of live marijuana plants are computed; the meth sections of the bill appear to be substantially similar to the Senate Judiciary version with a change to require businesses to keep all products with pseudoephedrine off the shelves and locked behind counters.  Log books are not required.  The bill is sitting in Rules.

COMMITTEE SCHEDULE:  Look here for committee meetings for the coming week.  Bill hearings OFTEN change.  If you are planning to testify it is a good idea to check the committee calendar the day of the hearing.  
Go to BASIS Committee schedules:

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/hearing_form.asp?session=24
H) MISCELLANEOUS MEETING  * Jan 17 Tuesday 1:00 PM CAPITOL 106 

Meth 101 - a presentation by the Department of Public Safety and Others 
(Sponsored by the House Rules Committee) 

H)FIN * Jan 17 Tuesday 1:30 PM 

Overview: Department of Revenue 2005 Fall Forecast 

HB 22 90-DAY LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

H)HESS * Jan 17 Tuesday 3:00 PM 

Presentation by Petersburg Mental Health Services Adolescents in Treatment for Chronic Mental Illness or Addiction 

H)JOINT LEGISLATIVE HEALTH CAUCUS * Jan 18 Wednesday 12:00 PM
BUTROVICH 205 "Alcohol, the Great Destroyer" Light Lunch will be served 

H)JUD* Jan 18 Wednesday 1:00 PM 

*+ HB 326 POSTING LEWD MATERIAL AS HARASSMENT 

*+ HB 323 DETENTION OF MATERIAL WITNESSES 

*+ HB 321 AGGRAVATED DRUNK DRIVING 

+ SB 132 HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION

H)FIN* Jan 18 Wednesday 1:30 PM 

HB 175 CIVIL LEGAL SERVICES FUND 

S)HESS * Jan 18 Wednesday 1:30 PM 

Overview: No Child Left Behind Act Update U.S. Department of Education 

H)L&C* Jan 18 Wednesday 3:15 PM

 =+ HB 93 DENTISTS AND DENTAL HYGIENISTS 

=+ HB 295 UNIFORM FRAUDULENT TRANSFER ACT 

*+ HB 338 CERTIF. OF FITNESS FOR EXPLOSIVE HANDLERS

S)JUD* Jan 19 Thursday 8:30 AM 

*+ SB 200 USE OF FORCE TO PROTECT SELF/HOME 

*+ SB 218 CRIMINAL SENTENCING AND POLYGRAPHS 

+ SB 10 PARENTAL LIABILITY FOR CHILD'S DAMAGE 

S)FIN* Jan 19 Thursday 9:00 AM 

= SB 54 PROTECTIVE ORDERS FOR SEXUAL ASSAULT 

HB 283 AK HOUSING FINANCE CORP BOARD COMP. 

H)HESS FIN SUBCOMMITTEE * Jan 20 Friday 7:00 AM HOUSE FINANCE 519 
Special Meeting: Governor's Council on Disabilities and Special Education 

Download legislators contact numbers:

http://w3.legis.state.ak.us/infodocs/WHOSEWHO2005.pdf
Governor’s Corner:

View the FY07 Budget

http://www.gov.state.ak.us/omb/07_OMB/budget/index.htm
Read the Governor’s state of the state address:
http://www.gov.state.ak.us/speeches.php?id=2148
Read the Governor’s state of the budget address:

http://www.gov.state.ak.us/speeches.php?id=2158
Contact your lobbyist:

Caren Robinson  dcc@alska.net
