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ACTION ALERTS:  (HB 260 & SB 388)

Action Alert 1:  HB 260 Needs a Push to the Senate Floor: Your support is needed for HB 260 "Immunity For Providing Free Health Care" to bring this Access to Health Care bill to the Senate floor for a vote.

Action requested: Please contact Senator Cowdery and ask him to bring HB 260 to the Senate floor for a vote immediately!

If you are living or practicing medicine in Senator Cowdery’s District "O" -- we especially need your support as a constituent.

Senator Cowdery can be reached at 907/465-3879, toll free at 1-888-269-3879, fax: 907-465-2069 and email: Senator_John_Cowdery@legis.state.ak.us. 

HB 260 has passed the House and its Senate referrals. Let’s get this bill to the Senate floor for a vote!

HB 260, sponsored by Representative Paul Seaton, extends the ability of licensed physicians and other health care providers to administer health care services free of charge. By exempting such services from malpractice liability, HB 260 would allow health care providers to donate their professional services at a lower personal cost. HB 260 will be especially helpful to retiring health professionals who wish to donate their services but do not still carry medical malpractice insurance. 

The bill requires patient informed consent. The bill does not preclude liability for civil damages that are the result of gross negligence or reckless or intentional misconduct.                 

The bill defines "health care provider" as a state licensed physician, physician assistant, dentist, dental hygienist, osteopath, optometrist, chiropractor, registered nurse, practical nurse, nurse midwife, advanced nurse practitioner, naturopath, physical therapist, occupational therapist, marital and family therapist, psychologist, psychological associate, licensed clinical social worker, or certified direct-entry midwife;

Forty-three states have enacted similar legislation limiting liability for medical providers who are licensed and volunteering within the scope of their license.

There is a $0 fiscal note.

Action Alert 2: Hearing scheduled on SB 388 (funds legal services- see below) at 8:00 a.m. Monday (tomorrow) April 26th, in Senate Judiciary.  

Action Requested: Please voice your strong support by calling, testifying, or writing the Senate Judiciary Committee. Please fax your letter of support directly into the Senate Judiciary Committee. Phone #: 465-2327 or Fax #:465-5242

SB 388:  Helps Fund Legal Services:  SB 388 establishes a civil legal services fund into which the Legislature can appropriate the state's share of punitive damages awards.  State law provides that 50 percent of punitive damages in tort cases go to the general fund.  Under SB 388, that money could be placed in the civil legal services fund, which could then be appropriated to organizations that provide civil legal services for low income Alaskans, defined as an individual earning less than federal poverty guidelines.

The "24-Hour" Rule and Public Process: The final days of legislative sessions are often marked by mad rushes to pass vital budget bills and legislator’s personal legislation.  Public participation can be limited during these final days by the so-called "24-Hour Rule."  Under the Legislative Uniform Rules, the public must be given five days notice prior to any committee hearing, however, once the House and Senate have named members to the budget conference committee this notice drops to twenty-four hours.

The combination of the 24-Hour Rule and rules allowing committees to bring up bills "previously heard" without notice can make things confusing. The Senate passed the operating budget Thursday, making it likely the 24-Hour Rule will be in effect starting sometime next week.

Senate Approves FY 2005 Budget: The Senate majority endorsed a $2.3 billion general fund operating budget granting Governor Murkowski much of the spending plan he had proposed for fiscal 2005. The Senate dismissed millions in changes by House majority lawmakers but restored some in the Senate Finance Committee before taking the budget to the Senate floor. 

Half of the reductions proposed by the governor to consolidate "catchment areas"  and $220,000 in GF/MH to the allocation for "services for severely emotionally disturbed youth" were restored.  

Governor’s cuts to Public Health Nursing by adding $535,000 in GF and $370,000 in interagency receipts were restored.Adding back $492,000 in GF to Human Services Community Matching Grants restore them to FY 04 funding level.

It cleared the Senate over the objection of Senate minority members, who unsuccessfully offered more budget amendments. The Democrats pushed for votes on the ethics investigation against the state Republican chairman, shallow gas leases that have enraged Alaskans and more money for K-12 education, rural and social services programs.

Democrat amendments to increase spending on tobacco cessation, domestic violence shelters, youth courts and more village public safety officers also failed. The budget passed the Senate on a party-line 12-8. It now goes to the House to consider changes.

HJR 9: State House Approves Spending Cap: The House approved HJR 9, a resolution to put a constitutional spending limit on the ballot, but not before adding a provision sunsetting the amendment July 1, 2009. The House had a lengthy debate and the final vote was 27-13, with all Democrats plus Republican Representative Bev Masek voting against the measure. HJR 9 now goes to the Senate, which has been considering a different constitutional spending limit, SJR 3.

Legislative Ethics Committee Upholds Senator Ogan's Actions:  The Alaska Select Committee on Legislative Ethics unanimously adopted an advisory opinion today that the legislative ethics code does not prohibit a legislator with a conflict from taking action in committee.

With one member absent, the Committee approved an opinion stating that Alaska's legislative ethics code "does not prohibit a legislator with a conflict from taking other legislative actions such as introducing, sponsoring, amending a bill, chairing a committee considering a bill, and discussing and voting on the bill while in committee."

Bills on the Move:

Governor Signs Victims' Rights Package Into Law: Governor Murkowski signed into law all five bills in a victims' rights package put forth by Representatives Dahlstrom,  McGuire, Samuels, and Stoltze.

Bills signed into law this week are: 

HB 348 requires police and prosecutors to tell victims of crime about the Office of Victims' Rights, which the legislature created in 2002. The legislation recognizes that victims are often not aware of the Office of Victims’ Rights existence until after their case has gone through too much of the justice system to be helpful.

HB 349 changes Alaska Court Rule 412 to permit prosecutors to cross-examine defendants using prior suppressed statements and evidence. The bill required a two-thirds vote to pass.

HB 357 makes restitution mandatory in all cases where a victim has suffered financial loss. The new law allows a payment schedule to be made, but mandates that the payment be made in full.

HB 397 closes a loophole by requiring that defense attorneys or defense investigators obtain permission from the parents of minors they want to question regarding whether the interview is tape-recorded or not.

HB 398 enables municipalities and cities throughout Alaska to create a Domestic Violence Fatality Review Team if they so choose. Domestic violence is among the most preventable types of homicide, and the creation of such review teams may help stop such needless deaths.

Legislative Days Left: 16

Last Day: May 11th

Committee Meetings:

(H)STATE AFFAIRS    Apr 26 Monday 8:00 AM        

HB 523     VOTERS/VOTING/POLITICAL PARTIES/ELECTIONS                     

(S)JUDICIARY    Apr 26 Monday 8:00 AM        

SB 388     CIVIL LEGAL SERVICES FUND                     

HB 25     HEALTH CARE SERVICES DIRECTIVES                     

(S)FINANCE    Apr 26 Monday 9:00 AM        

SB 368     TOBACCO TAX; LICENSING; PENALTIES                     

SB 364     LIMIT STATE AID FOR MENTAL HEALTH CARE                     

(H)FINANCE    Apr 26 Monday 1:30 PM        

HB 342     INCREASE DRIVING UNDER INFLUENCE PENALTY                     

(S)JUDICIARY    Apr 27 Tuesday 8:00 AM        

HB 385     AWARDING CHILD CUSTODY                     

HB 428     CIVIL PENALTY: UNDERAGE ALCOHOL PURCHASES                     

(S)FINANCE    Apr 27 Tuesday 9:00 AM        

SB 272     DEFERRED DEPOSIT ADVANCES (PAYDAY LOANS)                     

SB 306     NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE                     

(S)LABOR & COMMERCE    Apr 27 Tuesday 1:30 PM        

HB 351     CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTION DEVICES                     

(H)FINANCE    Apr 27 Tuesday 1:30 PM        

SB 285     MEDICAL ASSISTANCE COVERAGE                     

(H)HEALTH, EDUCATION & SOCIAL SERVICES    Apr 27 Tuesday 3:00 PM        

Confirmation Hearings: Board of Education and Early Development and                     

       AK Mental Health Trust Authority Board of Trustees                     

(H)LABOR & COMMERCE    Apr 27 Tuesday 3:30 PM        

HB 346     GASTRIC BYPASS INSURANCE COVERAGE                     

(S)STATE AFFAIRS    Apr 27 Tuesday 3:30 PM        

HB 534     MAKE OFFICE OF VICTIMS RIGHTS PERMANENT                     

HB 334     UNLAWFUL EXPLOITATION OF MINOR/CHILD PORN                     

HB 405     SCHOOL PERFORMANCE DESIGNATION/REPORT                     

(H)JUDICIARY    Apr 28 Wednesday 1:00 PM        

SB 316     SEAT BELT VIOLATION AS PRIMARY OFFENSE                     

       <Pending Referral>                     

SB 288     TEMPORARY CHILD CUSTODY HRNGS/PLACEMENT                     

SB 269     PARENT ACCESS TO CHILD'S LIBRARY RECORDS                     

(H)STATE AFFAIRS    Apr 29 Thursday 8:00 AM        

HB 40     REQUIREMENTS FOR DRIVER'S LICENSE                     

(S)FINANCE    Apr 29 Thursday 9:00 AM        

SB 284     PF DIVIDEND APPLICATION RECORDS PRIVATE                     

SB 349     MIDWIFERY BIRTH CENTER LICENSING                     

(S)LABOR & COMMERCE    Apr 29 Thursday 1:30 PM        

HB 430     EMPLOYEES UNDER 21 AT LICENSED PREMISES                     

(S)FINANCE    Apr 30 Friday 9:00 AM        

HB 503     TOBACCO MASTER SETTLEMENT AGREEMENT                     

. 

