ALASKA WOMEN'S LOBBY

Advancing and Defending the Interests and Rights of Women, Children and Families

Weekly Legislative Update 2004

April 5th – April 11th

Prepared by Caren Robinson

Action Alert: Senate Finance Committee to Hear from the Public

Tuesday, April 13 and Wednesday, April 14- The Senate Finance Committee will take public testimony on the operating budget. Testimony from Legislative Information Offices (LIO):

Tuesday, April 13: 6:00 pm to 6:30 pm: Bethel, Nome and Kotzebue 

6:30 pm to 7:00 pm: Barrow, Tok and Delta Junction. 

7:00 pm to 7:30 pm: Fairbanks and Mat Su 

7:30 pm to 8:30 pm: Anchorage 

Wednesday, April 14: 

9:00 am Public Testimony from offnet sites

6:00 pm to 6:30 pm: Ketchikan, Wrangell and Petersburg 

6:30 pm to 7:00 pm: Sitka, Cordova and Valdez 

7:00 pm to 7:30 pm: Glennallen, Seward and Homer 

7:30 pm to 8:30 pm: Kenai, Kodiak and Dillingham 

**Juneau testimony may be taken during lags in teleconference sites and following the final set of LIOs.

OFF NET sites: for those residents living in communities not within 30 miles by road to an LIO office, you can call into the number below to give testimony at 9 am on Wednesday, April 14. If you live within 30 miles by road from an LIO, you need to go to your LIO to testify. 

Off Net Number: 1-800-395-5073. Call about 5 minutes before the meeting, which begins at 9:00 am. 

If you cannot or do not want to testify by voice, you are encouraged to submit written testimony to Senate Finance Committee members by e-mail, regular mail or fax, or submit a Public Opinion Message at your local LIO. You are also welcome to submit written testimony and testify by voice

Summary: After Easter weekend break we move into the last month of the session. 

OPERATING BUDGET - The House passed its version of HB 375 and HB 377 on Tuesday.  HB 375 and HB 377 composed most, but not all of the operating budget for FY05.  The mental health component is HB 377.  Funding for education, the university system, and other elements are contained variously in SB 35 and SB 283, as reported below.  On the House floor, further amendments restored another $2.5 million in General Fund spending to such programs as public communications, state parks, the Fish and Game Subsistence Division, and more.  

EDUCATION BUDGET – Two measures each composing education funding packages are still resting comfortably in the Senate.  

The Senate-initiated vehicle, SB 35, would boost the K-12 foundation formula by $82 million ($4,576 SBA), fund the University of Alaska including a net in- crease of $10 million, address $7.4 million in K-12 major maintenance projects, and appropriate $5.8 million for PERS / TRS shortfalls within the university system.

SB 283, the House-initiated vehicle, would raise the K-12 Foundation Formula by $84.5 million ($4,588 SBA), fund the University with an increase of $10 million, provides $1.8 million for the shortfalls in the PERS /JRS judicial retirement systems, and also appropriates $5.8 million for PERS /TRS shortfalls in the university system.  This bill also contains $4.4 million for PCE to avoid pulling funds from the endowment, and a $9.9 million package of capital projects of interest to minority members, to encourage them to surrender their vote leverage for access to the Constitutional Budget Reserve.  

These two measures will likely require more strenuous negotiations between the House and Senate than the regular operating budget, so for the time being, remain stalled.   

CAPITAL BUDGET – No action yet beyond overviews, House or Senate.  Additional submittals from legislators are due April 16th.

SUPPLEMENTALS – No action beyond overviews and amendment submittals, in either the House or Senate.  

REAPPROPRIATIONS – Submittals are due from legislators to House Finance April 14th.  

NEW REVENUE SOURCES – No major revenue items are up for votes in either the House or Senate.  HB 236, Representative Wilson’s $100 annual employment tax "for education" is sitting in House Rules, awaiting a floor vote.  HB 537, the governor’s 5% tax on tourism services, is in House Ways & Means.  HB 538, the governor’s tobacco tax increase, moves to House Finance.   SB 102, the governor’s pull-tab tax increase, is still collecting dust in House Labor & Commerce.  HB 207, Representative. Gatto’s $100 head tax on cruise ship visitors, is toast in House Economic Development & Trade Committee, as is Representative Kerttula’s HB 481, which would reinstate the corporate income tax on large passenger vessels.  And, the governor’s HB 156, the motor fuels tax increase, is out of gas in the House Transportation Committee.   

Bills on the Move:

SJR 30:  No Child Left Behind sponsored by Senator Ellis, calls for changes to the federal No Child Left Behind Act. The resolution asks Congress to make the Act more workable for states and school districts and to provide full funding. According to the National Conference of State Legislatures, appropriations have fallen $27 billion short of what the No Child Left Behind Act authorizes. For 2005, the Bush administration has proposed $10 billion less than what the act calls for. Alaska is not alone in speaking out about problems with the No Child Left Behind Act. States as diverse as Hawaii, Virginia and Utah have seen legislative efforts protesting the burdens placed on them by the act. SJR 30 next goes to the Health, Education and Social Services Committee. 

HB 496: Youth Vote Ambassador Program – Passed House! a bill authorizing a Youth Vote Ambassador Program, passed the House by a unanimous vote.  The bill, sponsored by Representative Dahlstrom, would create a Youth Vote Ambassador Program and allow student members to serve on election boards. HB 496 now moves to the Senate for consideration.

HB 56: Consumer Protection Bill - Passed House!  This bill sponsored by Representative Gara, will give the state greater power to fight consumer fraud. This bill strengthens the state's ability to represent Alaskans who have been victimized by fraudulent business practices, whether by used car dealers, telemarketers, or others who prey on Alaska's consumers. HB 56 changes the law to allow the state to recover its full enforcement, investigation and court costs if it prevails against a party that has violated Alaska's consumer protection laws. HB 56 now moves to the Senate for consideration.

Legislative Days Left: 30

Last Day: May 11th

Committee Meetings:

(S)FINANCE    Apr 13 Tuesday 6:00 PM        

See Action Alert – for Schedule                    

HB 375     APPROP: OPERATING BUDGET/LOANS/FUNDS                     

HB 377     APPROP:MENTAL HEALTH BUDGET                     

(S)FINANCE    Apr 14 Wednesday 9:00 AM        

HB 375     APPROP: OPERATING BUDGET/LOANS/FUNDS                     

HB 377     APPROP:MENTAL HEALTH BUDGET                     

See Action Alert – for schedule                     

SB 366     STATE SALES TAX                     

    Public Testimony                     

(H)JUDICIARY    Apr 14 Wednesday 1:00 PM        

HB 381     CHILD ENDANGERMENT DRIVING OFFENSES                     

(H)FINANCE    Apr 14 Wednesday 1:30 PM        

HJR 46     CONST. AM: PF APPROPS/INFLATION-PROOFING                     

HJR 47     CONST. AM: PF APPROPS/INFLATION-PROOFING                     

HB 553     PFUND APPROPRIATIONS & INVESTMENTS                     

(S)HEALTH, EDUCATION & SOCIAL SERVICES    Apr 14 Wednesday 1:30 PM        

HB 25     HEALTH CARE SERVICES DIRECTIVES                     

SB 383     CHILDREN'S TRUST GRANTS                     

(H)FINANCE    Apr 15 Thursday 1:30 PM                            

HB 367     LICENSING SEX-ORIENTED BUSINESSES                     

(S)JUDICIARY    Apr 16 Friday 8:00 AM        

SB 219     OFFENSES AGAINST UNBORN CHILDREN                     

(H)JUDICIARY    Apr 16 Friday 1:00 PM        

SB 288     TEMPORARY CHILD CUSTODY HRNGS/PLACEMENT                     

(S)HEALTH, EDUCATION & SOCIAL SERVICES    Apr 16 Friday 1:30 PM        

HB 385     AWARDING CHILD CUSTODY                     

