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Action Alert: Senate Bill 219

On the heels of the passage of the Federal Unborn Victims of Violence Act, the Alaska Senate is moving its own version.  

Senate Bill 219, introduced by Senator Fred Dyson, is set for a hearing Tuesday, April 6, @ 3:30 pm in State Affairs.

Talking Points:

 This bill is dangerously broad and the absolutely wrong approach to protect pregnant women from violent assault and crime.  (Several Domestic Violence Advocates have campaigned against this bill on the federal level).  If the legislature would like to increase protection for pregnant women and reduce the incidence of Domestic Violence in Alaska, there are other ways to go about it. 

 This bill uses the term "unborn child" which it defines as "the unborn offspring of a human being conceived but not yet completely born" (emphasis added).  This is not a medically recognized term nor is it medically accurate. 

 This bill is part of a continuing assault on a woman's right to choose in this state and across the country.

Below is the contact information for Senators on the State Affairs committee:

Senator Gary Stevens, Chair

907-465-4925

800-821-4925 

fax: 907-465-3517 

email:Senator_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us 

Senator John Cowdery

907-465-3879 

888-269-3879 

fax: 907-465-2069 

email: Senator_John_Cowdery@legis.state.ak.us 

Senator Bert Stedman

907-465-3873 

fax: 907-465-3922 

toll free: 877-463-3873 

email: Senator_Bert_Stedman@legis.state.ak.us 

Senator Gretchen Guess 

907-465-2435 

fax: 907-465-6615 

email: Senator_Gretchen_Guess@legis.state.ak.us 

Senator Lyman Hoffman 

907-465-4453 

866-465-4453 

fax: 907-465-4523 

email:Senator_Lyman_Hoffman@legis.state.ak.us 

Summary: 

Operating Budget: The House Finance Committee considered amendments to it operating budget, corrected some problem then closed out.  The budget is scheduled to be on the floor of the House on Monday or Tuesday.It is expected Democrats will bring few if any amendments to the floor.  The Democrats had an agreement to add at least $5 million to the operating budget as part of the negotiations for SB 283 (education/CBR votes). 

The Committee restored money in the Medicaid budget previously cut by a subcommittee. The subcommittee had proposed cutting almost $90 million for fiscal year 2005. The full Finance Committee restored all but about $4 million of the Medicaid money. The committee did so in a way that boosts Medicaid spending by $7 million for senior citizens and disabled Alaskans. The committee directed the money be used to help provide services for some of the 1,400 people with developmental disabilities who are on a waiting list. 

But the budget still leaves an $11 million hole in the department's proposed Medicaid spending plan for non-elderly and non-disabled Alaskans. 

The committee also adopted with no objection an amendment that added $900,000 in general funds grants to community non-profit agencies that provide shelter to victims of domestic violence and sexual assault. Due to a misunderstanding the shelters are still $200,000 short in the shelter grant line. Plans are to try and fix the error in the Senate Public Safety subcommittee. 

The Finance Committee added language to the permanent fund corporation's budget for the coming year prohibiting it from spending money to advocate passage of a constitutional amendment.

The Senate Finance Committees also closed-out some Department budgets this week. The Departments that closed-out were mostly identical to the governor’s request. The HSS subcommittee is expected to closeout on Monday.

Committee on Legislative Ethics Adopts New Open Meeting Policies: The Select Committee on Legislative Ethics unanimously adopted a motion that allows Alaskans to file open meeting complaints with the committee and empowers the committee to accept and investigated lockout complaints. The nine-member ethic committee (comprised of five public members and four legislators) unanimously adopted the motion after hearing from the public, the legislative attorney and a contract attorney who advises the committee.  

Bills on the Move:

HB 385:  Awarding Child Custody - Passed House!

sponsored by Representative McGuire, would require  judges to consider that if a parent has committed repeated acts of domestic violence against another parent (s)he may not be awarded sole or joint physical custody of a child. HB 385 moves next to the Senate. 

HB 394: Commission on Aging - Passed Legislature!

sponsored by Representative Holm extends the sunset date for the Alaska Commission on Aging until June 30, 2008. An audit dated October 1, 2003, recommends this extension. HB 394 now goes to the Governor for his consideration.

HB 397: Defense Contacts with Victims & Witnesses – Passed Legislature!

sponsored by Representative McGuire, would require criminal defense attorneys and investigators to first obtain the written authorization of a minor victim's or witness' parent or guardian prior to conducting a tape-recorded interview with the minor. This is currently required in statute for non-recorded statements. This bill attempts to close this legal loophole.HB 397 now goes to the Governor for his consideration. 

HB 398: Domestic Violence Fatality Review Team - Passed Legislature!

sponsored by Representative Dahlstrom, authorizes the State of Alaska and its municipalities to empanel teams to systematically review facts of escalating cases of domestic violence fatalities. This legislation would provide state and local governments with additional tools to gather information on many aspects of domestic violence. HB 398 now goes to the Governor for his consideration. 

HB 428: Civil Penalty: Underage Alcohol Purchases - Passed House!

sponsored by Representative Meyers, requires, an adult who orders or receives an alcoholic beverage, for the purpose of selling, giving, or serving it to a person under the age of 21 years, to be civilly liable to the licensee for a penalty of a $1,000. Likewise, the parent or legal guardian of a minor that solicits an adult to violate AS 04.16.060, can be civilly liable for a penalty of $1,000 to the licensee from which the alcoholic beverage was purchased, ordered, or received.  HB 428 now moves to the Senate.

SB 301: Pioneers' Homes/Veterans' Homes - Passed Senate!

requested by Governor Murkowski passed the Senate by a vote of 19 to 1.  It authorizes the establishment of an Alaska Veterans' Home and allows the Department of Health and Social Services to require home residents to apply for other state or federally sponsored programs that could reduce the amount of assistance. A letter of intent was adopted by unanimous consent.  SB 301 now moves to the House for consideration.

Days Remaining in Regular Legislative Session: 37

Legislative Calendar:

April 9-11th - Easter holiday weekend

Committee Meetings:

(S)FINANCE    Apr 05 Monday 9:00 AM        

SJR 3     CONST AM: APPROPRIATION/SPENDING LIMIT                     

(H)JOINT LEGISLATIVE HEALTH CAUCUS    Apr 06 Tuesday 12:00 PM        

"Alaska's State of Mind: Is Alaska's                     

        Mental Health Improving."                     

(H)FINANCE    Apr 06 Tuesday 1:30 PM        

HB 333     PUBLIC SCHOOL ENDOWMENT                     

HB 298     DISTRIBUTIONS OF APPROPS FROM PERM FUND                     

HJR 9     CONST AM: APPROPRIATION/SPENDING LIMIT                     

HJR 26     CONST. AM: PF APPROPS/INFLATION-PROOFING                     

(H)HEALTH, EDUCATION & SOCIAL SERVICES    Apr 06 Tuesday 3:00 PM        

HB 381     CHILD ENDANGERMENT DRIVING OFFENSES                     

(S)STATE AFFAIRS    Apr 06 Tuesday 3:30 PM        

SB 219     OFFENSES AGAINST UNBORN CHILDREN                     

(S)JUDICIARY    Apr 07 Wednesday 8:00 AM        

SB 246     HATE CRIMES/DISCRIMINATION/TOLERANCE PROG                     

SB 308     DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PROTECTIVE ORDERS                     

(H)JUDICIARY    Apr 07 Wednesday 1:00 PM        

HJR 31     CONST AM: PERMANENT FUND                     

(S)HEALTH, EDUCATION & SOCIAL SERVICES    Apr 07 Wednesday 1:30 PM        

HB 25     HEALTH CARE SERVICES DIRECTIVES                     

(S)FINANCE    Apr 08 Thursday 9:00 AM        

HB 213     PROVISIONAL DRIVER'S LICENSE                     

