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ANS Crude: $36.20 Today - $26.48 Last Year

Action Item: No Action Item this Week

Commissioner Mike Miller Contemplating a Run for U.S. Senate

A few days after announcing his resignation as state Administration Commissioner, Mike Miller said he's eyeing the U.S. Senate office held by fellow-Republican Lisa Murkowski. Stating several Republican Party leaders asked him to run against Murkowski, Miller said he will decide by April 15, whether to seek the party’s nomination.  He leaves his job as Commissioner on April 1.

Bills on the Move:

SB 368/HB 538: Tobacco Tax Bill Gets First Hearing

Governor Murkowski introduced SB 368/HB 538 an idea he proposed last year. The bill increases the cigarette tax from $1.00 per pack of 20 to $2.00 per pack, and boosts the tobacco products tax from 75 percent to 100 percent of the wholesale cost. The increase would make Alaska's tax the third-highest in the nation. This bill includes provisions to allow the state to seize property used in the sale or transport of cigarettes in the state in violation of the cigarette tax act. During its first hearing in House Ways and Means Committee this week Murkowski administration officials said doubling the tax on cigarettes could prompt 3,500 Alaskans to quit smoking and raise $35.5 million for state government.Commissioner of the Department of Health and Social Serves stated that tobacco use is the number one cause of death, disability and chronic illness in Alaska. He also said studies show each 10 percent increase in the price of tobacco products reduces tobacco use among young people by 3.7 percent. 

SB 246: Address Hate Crimes

SB 246, sponsored by Senator Lincoln, allows a person to bring a civil lawsuit for both compensatory and punitive damages against someone who has caused physical injury or damage to property motivated by prejudice. It adopts a new crime, motivation by prejudice. It also sets minimum terms of imprisonment and aggravating factors for such crimes.SB 246 now moves to Senate Judiciary.

HCR 29: Support Therapeutic Courts

 HCR 29, sponsored by Representative Heinze, encourages the Department of Law and the Public Defender Agency to actively participate in the startup of therapeutic courts in communities where there is a large population of DUI offenders and local support for therapeutic courts.HCR 29 passed the House.  It now moves to the Senate for consideration.

HB 236: Imposes $100 Tax on Alaska Workers 

HB 236, sponsored by Representative Wilson, imposes a $100 "Alaska Education Tax" to be paid by all employed persons including self-employed who earn more than $600 a year in Alaska. It moved out of House Finance. The tax - estimated to generate about $43 million a year - is the first major revenue proposal to clear a finance committee in either the House or the Senate this year. Legislators said it would allow all workers in Alaska to "ante up" and help to support the services that the state offers. It now moves to House Rules Committee.

HB 337: Anatomical Gifts Registry:

 HB 337, sponsored by Representative McGuire, requires the donor's status and other information be available to Life Alaska Donor Services so that the donor's gift may be realized with or without the donor having their License/State ID card at the time of death. This will also allow Life Alaska to quickly ascertain the donor status of the Licensee and match the donor's gift with a suitable recipient. The bill was amended to allow cancellation of registration at DMV or the Registry. The bill moved out of Senate Judiciary. It now moves to Senate Finance.

HB 434:  Naturopaths And Licensing:

HB 434, sponsored by Representative Holm, amends naturopathic medicine law. It updates licensure statutes, mandates continuing education, establishes a scope of practice, authorizes properly licensed naturopathic physicians to prescribe drugs, and establishes a self-funded qualified trade association to work on regulations with the Division of Occupational Licensing. The bill was amended to take limit prescriptive ability. HB 434 moved out of Labor and Commerce. It now moves to House Hess.

Days Remaining in Regular Legislative Session: 44

Committee Meetings:

(H)JUDICIARY    Mar 29 Monday 1:00 PM        

SB 30     ABORTION: INFORMED CONSENT; INFORMATION                     

(H)STATE AFFAIRS    Mar 30 Tuesday 8:00 AM        

HB 459     PAPER TRAIL FOR ELECTRONIC VOTING MACHINE                     

(H)FINANCE    Mar 30 Tuesday 1:30 PM        

HB 375     APPROP: OPERATING BUDGET/LOANS/FUNDS                     

HB 377     APPROP:MENTAL HEALTH BUDGET                     

   <Amendments>                     

(S)FINANCE    Mar 31 Wednesday 9:00 AM        

SB 366     STATE SALES TAX                     

(H)FINANCE    Mar 31 Wednesday 1:30 PM        

HB 375     APPROP: OPERATING BUDGET/LOANS/FUNDS                     

HB 377     APPROP:MENTAL HEALTH BUDGET                     

   <Amendments>                     

(H)FINANCE    Apr 01 Thursday 1:30 PM        

HB 431     MUNICIPAL DIVIDEND PROGRAM                     

(S)JUDICIARY    Apr 02 Friday 8:00 AM        

SB 319     CLAIMS AGAINST HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS                     

(H)JOINT SESSION    Apr 02 Friday 11:00 AM        

   The Honorable Lisa Murkowski, U.S. Senator                     

(S)HEALTH, EDUCATION & SOCIAL SERVICES    Apr 02 Friday 1:30 PM        

HB 25     HEALTH CARE SERVICES DIRECTIVES                     

