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Action Item: No action item this week.

Minority Leader’s Father Dies: 

The Women’s Lobby expresses their condolences to Senator Ellis and his family for the loss of his father Johnny Ellis Sr.  Johnny "Chief" Ellis was a retired Chief Master Sergeant in the Air Force, having served 30 years. Memorial donations may be made to the American Lung Association of Arkansas, 211 Natural Resources Drive, Little Rock, Arkansas, 72205. 

Miller Steps Down as Commissioner of Administration: 

Mike Miller has resigned as commissioner for the state Department of Administration. His resignation is effective April 1. Appointed by Governor Murkowski in February 2003, Miller said only "the time has come for me to move on to new areas of my life." Miller, a Republican from North Pole, served 18 years in the Legislature in both the House and Senate. He was Senate president from 1997-1998.

Summary:

Fairly quiet week while the legislature made good on recent assurances to the Governor to focus on the fiscal matters.  The House and Senate devoted most of their energies to hearings, public testimony, and legislative crafting for a variety of measures relating to new revenue sources, Permanent Fund changes, and other financial planning matters.  

The Senate Finance subcommittees are closing out this week, and the budget bills are on the Senate Finance schedule for Friday, March 26. 

Governor Makes Rare Appearance Before Senate Finance Committee: 

In an extremely unusual move, Governor Murkowski testified before a meeting of the Senate Finance committee, asking members to take action on a long-term solution to the state's fiscal problems.  

Murkowski said he came to the committee in person to emphasize the importance of getting to a solution and enacting it this session, following the recommendations made by the Conference of Alaskans last month in Fairbanks. He asked the senators to consider several criteria when evaluating the proposals that will be discussed. He asked them to consider whether the proposals are better than the effects of the loss of public services that would result if the budget gap isn't plugged, and whether the proposals have bipartisan support. Murkowski also asked legislators to consider whether the proposals would affect "reasonable" expectations for the permanent fund dividend, among other questions.

The Senate Finance Committee took up two competing measures to raise money for state coffers, each offering something for both sides to hate. Senator Elton, a Democrat, proposed a hike in production taxes on smaller and new oil fields on the North Slope, while a top GOP lawmaker, Senator Ben Stevens floated a sales tax.

Bills on the Move:

HB 394: Extending Commission on Aging 

The House unanimously passed HB 394 this week. The bill, sponsored by Representative Holm, extends the Alaska Commission on Aging to June 30, 2008 and makes technical changes to the statute reflecting the governor’s executive order last year that moved the commission from Department of Administration to Health and Social Services. The bill now goes to the Senate. It is likely HB 384 will be referred directly to Senate Finance, where the companion legislation, SB 263, is now resting.

SB 308: Increases Protective Orders

Senate Bill 308, sponsored by Senator French, will increase the duration of long-term protective orders from 6 months to 1 year. The purpose is to give longer protection for a person seeking it and to relieve the court system of the burden of repeat hearings for extending 6-month orders. If adopted, Alaska will join 42 other states that have long-term protective orders of 1 year or more. SB 308 now moved out of State of Affairs.  It will be heard next week in Senate Judiciary. 

Days Remaining in Regular Legislative Session: 51

Legislative Calendar:

April 9-11th - Easter holiday weekend

May 11th – Last day of regular legislative session

Committee Meetings:

(H)SELECT COMMITTEE ON LEGISLATIVE ETHICS    JOINT COMMITTEE * Mar 22 Monday 8:00 AM        

       Public Comment - Open Meetings                    

(S)JUDICIARY    Mar 22 Monday 8:00 AM        

HB 398     DOMESTIC VIOLENCE FATALITY REVIEW                   

(H)FINANCE    Mar 22 Monday 1:30 PM        

HB 236     EMPLOYMENT TAX FOR EDUCATION                     

HB 298     DISTRIBUTIONS OF APPROPS FROM PERM FUND                     

HJR 9     CONST AM: APPROPRIATION/SPENDING LIMIT                     

HJR 26     CONST. AM: PF APPROPS/INFLATION-PROOFING                     

(S)HEALTH, EDUCATION & SOCIAL SERVICES    Mar 22 Monday 1:30 PM        

SB 364     LIMIT STATE AID FOR MENTAL HEALTH                     

(H)STATE AFFAIRS    Mar 23 Tuesday 8:00 AM        

SB 201     HOME & RESPITE CARE: CRIMINAL RECORDS                     

(S)PUBLIC SAFETY    Mar 23 Tuesday 8:00 AM        

       Public Safety Budget                     

(H)JOINT LEGISLATIVE HEALTH CAUCUS    Mar 23 Tuesday 12:00 PM        

       "Can Alaska Afford its Next Drink?                     

       Alcohol and Alaskan Health."                     

(H)HEALTH, EDUCATION & SOCIAL SERVICES    Mar 23 Tuesday 3:00 PM        

SB 201     HOME & RESPITE CARE                    

HB 333     PUBLIC SCHOOL ENDOWMENT                     

HB 440     PIONEERS' HOMES/VETERANS' HOMES                     

(S)STATE AFFAIRS    Mar 23 Tuesday 3:30 PM        

SB 246     HATE CRIMES/DISCRIMINATION/TOLERANCE PROG                     

SB 356     VOTERS/VOTING/POLITICAL PARTIES/ELECTIONS                     

SB 354     HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION PROCEDURES                     

SB 224     LOWER DWI FOR MINORS TO .02                     

(S)JUDICIARY    Mar 24 Wednesday 8:00 AM        

HB 414     U.S.SENATE VACANCY/DEF OF POLITICAL PARTY                     

(S)FINANCE    Mar 24 Wednesday 9:00 AM        

SB 366     STATE SALES TAX                     

(S)HEALTH, EDUCATION & SOCIAL SERVICES    Mar 24 Wednesday 1:30 PM        

HB 25     HEALTH CARE SERVICES DIRECTIVES                     

(S)FINANCE    Mar 25 Thursday 9:00 AM        

SB 306     NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE                     

(H)HEALTH, EDUCATION & SOCIAL SERVICES    Mar 25 Thursday 3:00 PM        

HB 535     LIIMIT STATE AID FOR MENTAL HEALTH CARE                     

(S)STATE AFFAIRS    Mar 25 Thursday 3:30 PM        

HB 213     PROVISIONAL DRIVER'S LICENSE                     

(S)JUDICIARY    Mar 26 Friday 8:00 AM        

SB 308     DOMESTIC VIOLENCE PROTECTIVE ORDERS                     

(S)FINANCE    Mar 26 Friday 9:00 AM        

SB 301     PIONEERS' HOMES/VETERANS' HOMES                     

SB 256     APPROP: OPERATING BUDGET/LOANS/FUNDS                     

SB 258     APPROP:MENTAL HEALTH BUDGET                     

