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Action Item: If you believe there should be a long range fiscal plan this is your time to be heard! 

House & Senate Finance Committee’s to Focus of Fiscal Plan: 

The Senate Finance Committee will meet most of next week to work on all the fiscal planning issues that they promised Governor Murkowski they would look at. 

Murkowski has told lawmakers he wants them to act this year to solve the state's financial problems. The Senate will focus on resolutions approved last month by the Conference of Alaskans.

The Senate Finance Committee has meetings scheduled every morning and afternoon next week and will take public comment Wednesday afternoon and night (please see schedule at the end of the report).

The legislation lined up to be heard are all constitutional amendments dealing with changes in the permanent fund or a cap on state spending. All would require a two-thirds vote of the Legislature and approval by voters in November. 

Other bills before Senate Finance take various approaches to guarantee that Alaskans continue to receive a permanent-fund dividend and limit how much the state can spend on government. 

In a press conference this week Senator Wilken, Co-chair of the Senate Finance Committee, said he does not expect the Senate to adopt a fiscal plan.

The House Finance Committee also has a busy week – primarily focusing on fiscal planning issues.  They plan to discuss a constitutional spending limit, a bill spelling out how permanent-fund distributions would be used if the POMV proposal passes, the hundred dollars per head employment tax to go toward education, and a proposal to pay dividends to Alaska communities out of permanent-fund earnings. 

Bills on the Move:

SB 283: Appropriations: Reverse 2003 CBR Sweep

SB 283, sponsored by Senator Hoffman unanimously passed the House. The effective date and Constitutional Budget Reserve sections also passed unanimously, 36 to 0.

The bill the House approved passed the Senate several weeks ago, although in a dramatically different form.

Earlier this week, the House reworked SB 283 to compete with what the Senate produced late last week, SB 35, in terms which would attract minority Democrats to give a three-quarters vote for restoration of state account balances impacted by their "sweep" action at the end of the 2003 session.  

In addition to the governor's recommended $754.6 million to K-12 education and $649 million to the university, to sweeten the pot, a bipartisan effort modified SB 283 to boost the education foundation formula. 

The House appropriates an additional $84.5 million, for an increase of $419 per student, to K-12 education and $15.8 million to the university for operations and increased retirement system costs. 

It authorizes a CBR draw to cover possible shortfalls in the FY 04 and FY 05 operating budgets, and $125,000 in both 2004 and 2005 for the fund's investment management fees.

It also appropriates $4.4 million from the CBR to the power cost equalization and rural electric capitalization fund. It restores money that transfers into the CBR on June 30, 2003 and 2004 under a constitutional provision requiring that general fund sub-accounts be "swept" into the Budget Reserve at the end of each fiscal year.

Finally, it appropriates $10 million for capital projects, from $3,500 to Tenakee Springs for search and rescue equipment to $3.4 million to the city of Shishmaref for erosion control. 

The appropriations are contingent on passage of a bill to increase the base student allocation to at least $4,588, which was accomplished through House Bill 233, and identical legislation passing the Senate. House Bill 233 also unanimously passed the House March 8.

SB 283, moves now to the Alaska Senate for concurrence. Negotiations have started between House and Senate leaders to reconcile the differing approaches taken by these bills. If the Senate does not go along with the changes the House made, a conference committee of House and Senate members will be appointed to work out the differences.

New House & Senate Bills:

HB 532, sponsored by Governor Murkowski, would amend the definition of a lobbyist in the Regulation of Lobbying Act, requiring lobbyists to be employed for more than 20 hours during each 30-day period.

HB 534/SB 363, sponsored by Rules Committees by request of Legislative & Audit, would extend the office of victims’ rights four more years.

HB 535/SB 364, sponsored by Governor Murkowski, would limit state aid for mental health care. 

58 Days Left In Regular Legislative Session: 

Order Your Directory of State Officials:

Twice a year, in February and August, the Legislative Affairs Agency updates and prints the Directory Of State Officials.   This guide to state agencies is available to order directly by means of the fax form or by going to: http://w3.legis.state.ak.us/doso/dosotable.htm.  The cost, including postage, is $5 each, or $3 if picked up at any of the Legislative Information Offices statewide.

Committee Meetings:

 (S)JUDICIARY    Mar 15 Monday 8:00 AM        

HB 398     DOMESTIC VIOLENCE FATALITY REVIEW TEAM                     

(S)FINANCE       Mar 15 Monday 9:00 AM                                                       

      -- Teleconference <Listen Only> --                    

      State's Fiscal Picture - Looking Forward                     

      Presentation by Ms. Cheryl Frasca                     

      Office of Management & Budget, Director                     

      Conference of Alaskans                     

      Presentation by Mr. Mike Burns, Chair                     

      Comments by Senator Ben Stevens &                     

      Senator Kim Elton                     

(S)FINANCE    Mar 15 Monday 1:30 PM-- Teleconference <Listen Only> --        

SJR 18     CONST. AM: PF APPROPS/INFLATION-PROOFING                     

(H)FINANCE    Mar 15 Monday 4:00 PM        

  HJR 9     CONST AM: APPROPRIATION/SPENDING LIMIT                     

(S)FINANCE    Mar 16 Tuesday 9:00 AM        

HB 233     INCREASE EDUCATION FUNDING                     

SJR 19     CONST. AM: PERMANENT FUND INCOME                     

SJR 32     CONST AM: PERM FUND INCOME FOR DIVIDENDS                     

(H)JUDICIARY    Mar 16 Tuesday 1:00 PM        

HB 487     DETENTION OF MINORS                     

HB 472     CLAIMS AGAINST HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS                     

HB 334     UNLAWFUL EXPLOITATION OF MINOR                     

(H)FINANCE    Mar 16 Tuesday 1:30 PM        

HJR 9     CONST AM: APPROPRIATION/SPENDING LIMIT                     

HJR 26     CONST. AM: PF APPROPS/INFLATION-PROOFING                     

(S)FINANCE    Mar 16 Tuesday 1:30 PM

-- Teleconference <Listen Only> --        

Constitutional Budget Reserve Fund                     

Presentation by Mr. William Corbus                     

Department of Revenue, Commissioner                     

SJR 24     CONST AM: GUARANTEE PERM FUND DIVIDEND                     

SJR 3     CONST AM: APPROPRIATION/SPENDING LIMIT                     

(H)WAYS & MEANS    Mar 17 Wednesday 7:00 AM        

HB 236     EMPLOYMENT TAX FOR EDUCATION                     

(S)JUDICIARY    Mar 17 Wednesday 8:00 AM        

SB 319     CLAIMS AGAINST HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS                     

(S)FINANCE    Mar 17 Wednesday 9:00 AM

-- Teleconference <Listen Only> --        

Additional Legislative Proposals                     

Presentations Offered by Senators                     

Bills Previously Heard/Scheduled                     

(S)FINANCE    Mar 17 Wednesday 1:30 PM        

Statewide Public Testimony                     

Public testimony may be limited to 2 minutes.                     

(S)FINANCE    Mar 17 Wednesday 6:00 PM        

Statewide Public Testimony -                     

Legislative Off-Net Sites: 6 - 7 PM                     

Statewide Public Testimony -                     

Legislative Information Offices: 7 - 9 PM                     

Public testimony may be limited to 2 minutes.                     

(H)STATE AFFAIRS    Mar 18 Thursday 8:00 AM        

HB 431     MUNICIPAL DIVIDEND PROGRAM                     

HB 459     PAPER TRAIL FOR ELECTRONIC VOTING MACHINE                     

(S)FINANCE    Mar 18 Thursday 9:00 AM

-- Teleconference <Listen Only> --        

Senate Finance Committee Discussion                     

(H)JUDICIARY    Mar 18 Thursday 1:00 PM        

HB 428     CIVIL PENALTY: UNDERAGE ALCOHOL PURCHASES                     

(H)FINANCE    Mar 18 Thursday 1:30 PM        

  HB 236     EMPLOYMENT TAX FOR EDUCATION     <Pending Referral>                

  HB 298     DISTRIBUTIONS OF APPROPS FROM PERM FUND     Pending Referral>                

(S)FINANCE    Mar 18 Thursday 1:30 PM-- Teleconference <Listen Only> --        

Continuation Senate Finance Committee                     

Discussion/Action, If Necessary                     

(H)HEALTH, EDUCATION & SOCIAL SERVICES    Mar 18 Thursday 3:00 PM        

HB 511     CERTIFICATE OF NEED PROGRAM                     

HB 333     PUBLIC SCHOOL ENDOWMENT                     

(S)STATE AFFAIRS    Mar 18 Thursday 3:30 PM        

HB 414     U.S.SENATE VACANCY/DEF OF POLITICAL PARTY                     

SB 292     USE CRIMINAL FINES FOR YOUTH COURTS                     

(H)STATE AFFAIRS    Mar 19 Friday 8:00 AM        

HJR 31     CONST AM: PERMANENT FUND                     

(S)JUDICIARY    Mar 19 Friday 8:00 AM        

SB 340     DETENTION OF MINORS                     

(S)FINANCE    Mar 19 Friday 9:00 AM-- Teleconference <Listen Only> --        

Continuation of Senate Finance                     

Committee Discussion/Action, If Necessary                     

(S)HEALTH, EDUCATION & SOCIAL SERVICES    Mar 19 Friday 1:30 PM        

SB 364     LIMIT STATE AID FOR MENTAL HEALTH CARE                     

(S)FINANCE    Mar 20 Saturday 9:00 AM-- Teleconference <Listen Only> --        

Continuation of Senate Finance                     

Committee Discussion/Action, if necessary                     

