Capitol Currents

 Please share the information from this report and get involved in the legislative process.

Organizational and legislative contacts are listed at the end of the report.

Session One of the 24th legislature runs January 10-May 10, 2005.
Week Two
Commissioner Gilbertson provided an overview of HSS to House HESS and Brooke Miles provided an overview of APOC to House STA.  Senate Judiciary began hearings on SB56 which rewrites sentencing statutes to conform with the Supreme Court’s summer 2004 ruling in Blakely v. Washington, and budget subcommittee assignments in both the Senate and House were announced.

ACTION ALERTS will appear here as the session progresses.

Legislative Committee Assignments:

Go to BASIS committee assignments list: www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/commbr_info.asp?session=24
Finance Subcommittees

For a complete list of subcommittees go to:

http://www.akrepublicans.org/com-sub.php 
HOUSE:

Administration—Holm, chair; Elkins, McGuire, Kohring, Olson, Berkowitz and Gara 

Education and Early Development—Meyer, chair; Wilson, Seaton, Gatto, Kohring, Joule and Gara 

Health and Social Services-Rep. Hawker, chair; Rep. Wilson, Coghill, Rokeberg, Anderson, Joule and Cissna  

Legislature—Chenault and Meyer, co-chairs; Rokeberg, Coghill, Harris, Berkowitz and Kerttula 

Public Safety—Stoltze, chair; Neuman, Dahlstrom, Olson, Samuels, Moses and Kapsner 

SENATE:

Administration—Dyson, chair; Huggins and Elton

Education and Early Development—Wilken, chair; Gary Stevens and Davis

Health and Social Services—Green, chair; Ben Stevens, Gary Stevens and Davis

Legislature—Wilken, chair; Ben Stevens, Therriault and Hoffman

Public safety—Dyson, chair; Cowdery, Therriault, French 

NEW BILLS:  Look here for legislation introduced during the previous week.

Go to BASIS bill/resolution list:  www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/bandr_stat.asp?session=24
This link provides sponsor statements and fact sheets for bills introduced by majority members:  http://www.akrepublicans.org/24th_temp_list.php
Bill:  SB56/HB78

Sponsor:  Therriault, Seekins


    Samuels

Title:  Criminal Law/Procedure/Sentencing

Referrals:  JUD, FIN

Contents:  Amends current presumptive sentencing, from a set term to a range of terms; Allows probation officers to impose additional terms of release or supervision for offenders without further court proceedings; Allows for an additional aggravator when a defendant has five or more previous class A misdemeanor convictions; Limits the ability of judges to order sentences in which offenders periodically leave and then return to prison; and, allows peace officers to detain or arrest probationers and parolees for certain types of violations.

Action:
  The bill was amended in JUD, waived from FIN and is in 3rd reading for Monday’s floor session.


Note:  In Blakely v Washington, the Supreme Court ruled that, under the Sixth Amendment, a defendant has the right to have a jury, rather than the sentencing judge, determine whether aggravating circumstances exist to justify increasing a defendant’s sentence above the statutorily-prescribed term.  Alaska’s presumptive sentencing system limits judicial discretion to a single, definite term.  To increase sentences a judge must find specific aggravating factors.  Most other states with similar systems provide the judge with a sentencing range that provides some measure of judicial discretion, and allows a judge to order probation supervision without making specific findings.  SB56 aligns Alaska’s system with these states.

UPDATES:  Look here to track bills of interest to our organizations
SB19, Civil Legal Services Fund, was heard and passed from SJUD this week.  The JUD CS changes the definition of “low income” to “income equal to or less than the maximum income levels for Alaska set by the federal Legal Services Corporation”.  Its next referral is SFIN.  

Gilbertson overview for HESS

HESS committee had their first department of Health and Social Service overview presented by Commissioner Gilbertson. He took representatives through the department division by division.  Some highlights follow:
Senior Services:

Alzheimer’s and dementia among residents in the pioneer homes is an issue that needs to be discussed this year.  

More residents were enrolled in Medicaid this past year which reduces the financial burden on families and the state.  

7000 seniors are now enrolled in SeniorCare, the administration’s prescription drug and cash benefit program for low-income seniors. 

Division of Behavioral Health: 

One of the priorities this session is “Bring the Kids Home.  There is a $5 million budget request for that purpose. 

Health Care Services: 

Medicaid enrollment is now close to 130,000 and total expenditures are expected to hit $1 billion in FY 06, about 65 percent paid by the federal government and 35 percent by the state. Growth rates vary by program.  

Division of Public Assistance: 

The division provides services (including food stamps, a federal program the state administers) to about 40,000 households. 

Division of Public Health: 

Alaska is the only state in the nation without quarantine authority.  Gilbertson wants the Legislature to“address this gap.”

One of the governor’s FY 06 proposals is a $6 million increase for substance abuse programs for prevention efforts.  Another is for 1.1 million to replace lost federal funds for the fetal alcohol syndrome program.

The state only covers emergency dental care. The governor is proposing to cover preventative services. Gilbertson said the proposal was developed with the Mental Health Trust, which is providing match money.

COMMITTEE SCHEDULE:  Look here for committee meetings for the coming week.  Bill hearings OFTEN change.  If you are planning to testify it is a good idea to check the committee calendar the day of the hearing.  
Go to BASIS Committee schedules:

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/hearing_form.asp?session=24
(H)JUDICIARY * Jan 24 Monday 1:00 PM
 *+ HB 78 CRIMINAL LAW/PROCEDURE/SENTENCING 

(S)JUDICIARY * Jan 25 Tuesday 8:30 AM 

 + Overview of the Department of Law & the Attorney General 

 (H)HEALTH, EDUCATION & SOCIAL SERVICES * Jan 25 Tuesday 3:00 PM Overview: Div. of Public Health: The Three Main Causes of Death in AK Overview: Div. of Public Assistance: 

(H)HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE * 

Jan 26 Wednesday 7:00 AM HOUSE FINANCE 519 

Executive Summary FY 06 Gov's Request Commissioner Joel Gilbertson 

(H)JOINT LEGISLATIVE HEALTH CAUCUS * Jan 26 Wednesday 12:00 PM BUTROVICH 205 Your Health Depends on Research: What's going on in Alaska?" 

(H)JUDICIARY* Jan 26 Wednesday 1:00 PM
*+ HB 88 OFFENSES BY MINORS/AGAINST TEACHERS Bills Previously Heard/Scheduled 

(H)FINANCE * Jan 26 Wednesday 1:30 PM Overview: Senior Health Care Program 

S)COMMUNITY & REGIONAL AFFAIRS * Jan 26 Wednesday 1:30 PM 

*+ SB 14 MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS *+ SB 51 PUBLIC ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 

(S)HEALTH, EDUCATION & SOCIAL SERVICES * Jan 26 Wednesday 1:30 PM 

 + SB 22 MEDICAID COVERAGE FOR BIRTHING CENTERS 

H)EDUCATION SPECIAL COMMITTEE * Jan 27 Thursday 11:00 AM 

CAPITOL 106 Overview: Funding Formula *+ HB 1-HB 18-HB 73 - INCREASE AMT OF BASE STUDENT ALLOCATION  

(H)FINANCE  * Jan 27 Thursday 1:30 PM Overview: Office of Children's Services 

(S)LABOR & COMMERCE * Jan 27 Thursday 1:30 PM 

*+ SB 42 NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE TASK FORCE 

(H)HEALTH, EDUCATION & SOCIAL SERVICES * Jan 27 Thursday 3:00 PM Overview: Dept. of Health & Social Services: Bring the Kids Home Overview: Div. of Public Health 

(H)EDUCATION & EARLY DEVELOPMENT FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE * 

Jan 27 Thursday 5:00 PM HOUSE FINANCE 519 Department Overview/Missions & Measures 

Download legislators contact numbers:

http://w3.legis.state.ak.us/infodocs/WHOSEWHO2005.pdf
Governor’s Corner:

View the FY06 Budget

http://www.gov.state.ak.us/omb/06_OMB/budget/index.htm
Three Regents named:  The Governor appointed Carl Marrs of Anchorage, former leader of CIRI; Bob Martin of Juneau, regional roads engineer for the Alaska Bureau of Indian Affairs; and, Jeff Staser of Anchorage, federal co-chairman of the Denali Commission as University of Alaska Regents this week.  The appointments are subject to legislative confirmation.  

Two judges selected:  The Governor appointed Daniel Schally, an assistant district attorney in Ketchikan, to serve as District Court Judge in Valdez, filling a seat left open by Judge Joel Bolger's appointment to the Kodiak Superior Court. He also appointed Pat Hanley, an assistant district attorney in Anchorage, to serve as an Anchorage District Court judge, replacing retiring Judge James Wanamaker

Governor adds regional office:  Manatuska-Susitna Borough now have a new regional  Governor’s Office located at the Wasilla Jobs Center at 835 E. Commercial Drive. The office is led by former Wasilla City Councilwoman Colleen Sullivan-Leonard. 
Upcoming Events:

Contact your lobbyist:

Caren Robinson  dcc@alska.net
Visit the Alaska Women’s Lobby on the web:

http://www.akwomenslobby.org/index.html
