Capitol Currents

 Please share the information from this report and get involved in the legislative process.

Organizational and legislative contacts are listed at the end of the report.

Session One of the 24th legislature runs January 10-May 10, 2005.

Week One

The week opened with Senator Ben Stevens being elected Senate President and Representative John Harris as Speaker of the House.  Legislators introduced over 100 pieces of legislation and the Governor gave his state of the state address.  This early in the session oil, gas and taxation seem to be the big issues.  Looming social issues include responses to substance abuse, Medicaid and bringing children in out-of-state care back to Alaska.  Legislative committees are organizing and a few bills are already scheduled to start weaving their way through the process next week.

ACTION ALERTS will appear here as the session progresses.

New Senators:

District C   Albert Kookesh, democrat from Angoon

District H
Charlie Huggins, republican from Wasilla
New Representatives:

District 1
Jim Elkins, republican from Ketchikan

District 5
William “Bill” Thomas, Jr., republican from Haines

District 6
Woodie Salmon, democrat from Beaver

District 7
Michael “Mike” Kelly, republican from Fairbanks

District 10
Jay Ramras, republican from Fairbanks

District 15
Mark Neuman, republican from Wasilla

District 24
Berta Gardner, democrat from Anchorage

District 33
Kurt Olson, republican from Soldotna

District 36
Gabrielle LeDoux, republican from Kodiak
Legislative Committee Assignments:

Go to BASIS committee assignments list: (To connect to site put your cursor on link, push your control button (CTRL) then double click) www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/commbr_info.asp?session=24
NEW BILLS:  Look here for legislation introduced during the previous week.

Prefiles:
Senate members prefiled 42 bills and 1 joint resolution.

House members prefiled 58 bills and 3 joint resolutions.

Subjects of the prefiled legislation range from education funding, crime victim rights, municipal funding, child abuse, voting rights, campaigns and lobbyists, motor vehicles, regulatory changes, and health care.

Go to BASIS bill/resolution list:  www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/bandr_stat.asp?session=24
UPDATES:  Look here to track bills of interest to our organizations
Bill:

HB14

Sponsor:
Rokeberg

Title:

Disclosures by foster parents

Referrals:
HSS, JUD

Contents:
Adds legislative staff to the list of persons who may legally receive confidential information about a child and allows foster parents to communicate confidential information to legislators or their staff.

Bill:

HB17

Sponsor:
Gatto

Title:

CINA; Adoption; Foster care

Referrals:
HSS, JUD

Contents:
Enhances rights of blood relatives in CINA hearings, adoption proceedings and foster care licensing; gives “adult family members” some of the procedural rights now only granted parents.

Bill:

HB53

Sponsor:
Coghill

Title:

CINA/review panels

Referrals:
HSS, JUD,FIN

Contents:
Amends the CINA statutes; strengthens grandparents rights; establishes a right to a trial by jury in termination of parental rights proceedings; mandates the development of a duty and standard of care for services to children and families; allows public attendance at CINA proceedings; reestablishes state and local permanency planning review panels; amends treatment service requirements for parents involved in CINA proceedings; and amends Court Rules 3 and 18.

Bill:

HB58/SB20

Sponsor:
Lynn, Gatto/Dyson

Title:
Offenses Against Unborn Children (Laci and Connor Peterson Victims of Violence Act)

Referrals:
HJUD, FIN



SSTA, JUD

Contents:
Creates the criminal offenses of murder, manslaughter, criminally negligent homicide, and assault in the first and second degrees of an unborn child; enumerates the conditions under which the offenses may be charged; lists the penalties for the offenses; and defines an “unborn child” to mean a member of the species Homo sapiens, at any stage of development, who is carried in the womb.

Bill:

SB12

Sponsor:
Dyson

Title:

Limit Relations with Certain Nations

Referrals:
STA, JUD

Contents:
Adds legislative findings regarding slavery and trafficking to the uncodified law of the state; amends AS36.30.020, 030,and 040 to give the legislative council, the court system and the commissioner of administration the authority to prohibit or eliminate financial relationships with organizations that conduct business in countries listed in Tier 3 of the most recent Trafficking in Persons Report or other list of countries prepared by the US Secretary of State under 22 USC 7107(b)(1)(C).

Bill:

SB19

Sponsor:
Seekins

Title:

Civil Legal Services Fund

Referrals:
JUD, FIN

Contents:
Establishes fund to support legal services for the poor by using appropriations from the money the state receives as its 50% share of punitive damages in civil cases.

Bill:

SB54

Sponsor:
Dyson, Guess

Title:

Protective Orders/Notice to Victims

Referrals:
STA, JUD

Contents:
Requires a peace officer investigating a crime involving sexual assault to inform victims of their rights and the services available to them; creates mandatory arrest requirements for crimes involving sexual assault; adds a person who is or has been a victim of a crime involving sexual assault to persons eligible to petition for protective orders; requires petitioners to include a statement of pending sexual assault criminal actions involving either the petitioner or respondent and requires both petitioner and respondent to inform the court of pending sexual assault criminal actions involving either party while the protective order is in effect.

COMMITTEE SCHEDULE:  Look here for committee meetings for the coming week.  Bill hearings OFTEN change.  If you are planning to testify it is a good idea to check the committee calendar the day of the hearing.  
Go to BASIS Committee schedules:

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/hearing_form.asp?session=24
(S)JUDICIARY STANDING COMMITTEE * Jan 18 Tuesday 8:30 AM BUTROVICH 205 *+ SB 56 CRIMINAL LAW/PROCEDURE/SENTENCING 

(H)HEALTH, EDUCATION & SOCIAL SERVICES STANDING COMMITTEE * Jan 18 Tuesday 3:00 PM CAPITOL 106 DHSS Overview Commissioner of Dept of Health and Social Services Joel Gilbertson 

S)JUDICIARY STANDING COMMITTEE * Jan 19 Wednesday 8:30 AM BUTROVICH 205 *+ SB 19 CIVIL LEGAL SERVICES FUND 

H)JUDICIARY STANDING COMMITTEE * Jan 19 Wednesday 1:00 PM CAPITOL 120 *+ HB 41 ASSAULT ON SCHOOL EMPLOYEES 

(S)HEALTH, EDUCATION & SOCIAL SERVICES STANDING COMMITTEE * Jan 19 Wednesday 1:30 PM SENATE FINANCE 532 + JOINT W/(H) H.E.S.S. Overview Presentation: Governor's Council on Disabilities & Special Education *+ SB 10 PARENTAL LIABILITY FOR CHILD'S DAMAGE *+ SB 22 MEDICAID COVERAGE FOR BIRTHING CENTERS 

H)STATE AFFAIRS STANDING COMMITTEE * Jan 20 Thursday 8:00 AM CAPITOL 106 Teleconference <Listen Only> -- + Overview: Dept. of Admin. AK Public Offices Commission (APOC) 

(S)STATE AFFAIRS STANDING COMMITTEE * Jan 20 Thursday 3:30 PM BELTZ 211 * SB 36 ABSENTEE BALLOT APPLICATIONS 

(H)FINANCE STANDING COMMITTEE * Jan 21 Friday 1:30 PM HOUSE FINANCE 519 Overviews: Revenue Projections, Dept. of Revenue Proposed Sr. Health Care Program DHSS <above item is Postponed> Proposed Changes in Medicaid Reimbursement, DHSS 
Download legislators contact numbers:

http://w3.legis.state.ak.us/infodocs/WHOSEWHO2005.pdf
Governor’s Corner:

View the FY06 Budget

http://www.gov.state.ak.us/omb/06_OMB/budget/index.htm
Read the Governor’s state of the state address:

http://www.gov.state.ak.us/speeches.php?id=1468
Upcoming Events:

Representatives of ABCAP( Alaska Breast Cancer Advocacy Partners) will be in Juneau around March 10th to advocate for Alaska’s Screening and Treatment Program. They would like Juneau volunteers to work with them and attend a rally at the Capitol. The Governor’s proposed FY06 budget Adds 1.8 million in general fund spending to the program increasing the number of women served in the program by up to 3,000 over two years, bringing the total number of women served per year to 9,200.  $1.3 million of the additional funds will increase the number of women being served.  $500,000 replaces lost federal funds. Gov. Murkowski is asking the state legislature to fund the difference between what the feds are no longer funding and the Alaska need. If you’d like to help out by attending the rally, please contact Carla Williams, ABCAP President via email at carla.w@ak.net
Contact your lobbyist:

Caren Robinson  dcc@alska.net
Visit the Alaska Women’s Lobby on the web:

http://www.akwomenslobby.org/index.html
