Capitol Currents

WEEK THREE:
The Governor reprimanded the Attorney General.  The revenue forecast is lower than anticipated and “elf” is an economic formula not Santa’s helper.  Several public health bills were introduced and departmental overviews continued.

ACTION ALERTS will appear here as the session progresses.

Legislative Committee Assignments:

Go to BASIS committee assignments list: www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/commbr_info.asp?session=24
For a complete list of finance subcommittees go to:

http://www.akrepublicans.org/com-sub.php 

NEW BILLS:  
Look here for legislation introduced during the previous week.

Go to BASIS bill/resolution list:  www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/bandr_stat.asp?session=24
This link provides sponsor statements and fact sheets for bills introduced by majority members:  http://www.akrepublicans.org/24th_temp_list.php
Bill:

HB95/SB75

Sponsor:
Rules by Request of the Governor



Title:

Public Health Disasters/Emergencies

Referrals:
HESS, JUD



HESS, STA, JUD



Contents:
The bill is 24 pages long and begins with a list of purposes and intent.  It adds to limits of actionable claims against the state by prohibiting a claim arising from a failure to impose or establish a quarantine, isolation, medical treatment or failure to take other actions.  Further defines state to include agents, officers or employees under this section.

Adds Article 7A to Alaska Statute 18.15, creating public health authority and powers.  The Article covers prevention and control of conditions of public health importance; data collection; information security; reportable disease list; epidemiological investigation; medical treatment, isolation and quarantine protocols; powers in a public health disaster; and, provides a definitions section.

The bill gives authority to district judges and magistrates to issue an ex parte testing, examination or screening order for epidemiological investigations.

The bill gives authority to OPA to provide guardian ad litem services in proceedings that may arise from disputes under Article 7A.

The bill repeals several sections in current law under AS 18.15.

Bill:

HB100/SB73


Sponsor:
Rules by Request of the Governor

Title:

State Virology Laboratory

Referrals:
STA, HESS,FIN



HESS, FIN

Contents:
Gives authority to the Department of Administration to enter into a lease-purchase agreement for a state virology lab in Fairbanks on land provided by the University of Alaska.  The lab is to be operated by the Department of Health and Social Services.

Bill:

SB67


Sponsor:
Seekins

Title:

Claims Against Health Care Providers

Referrals:
L&C, JUD

Content:
The Alaska Medical Injury Compensation Reform Act of 2005.  The bill lists nine legislative findings to support limiting non-economic damages for all claims including a loss of consortium claim or other claim arising out of a single injury or death. Under the bill, damages may not exceed $250,000 regardless of the number of health care providers against whom the claim is asserted or the number of separate claims or causes of action brought with respect to the injury or death. 

Bill:

HB109


Sponsor:
Ramras, Gara, Elkins, Wilson, Gruenberg

Title:

Screening Newborns for Hearing Ability

Referrals:
L&C, HESS, FIN

Content:
The bill lists five legislative findings to support the need for screening and provides intent language for HSS to implement the program so that at least 90% of all newborns and infants are being screened by January 1, 2007.

The bill requires certain insurers to cover the screening if performed within 30 days after the child’s birth and if indicated a confirmatory hearing diagnostic test.  

The bill requires HSS to plan, develop, and implement a hearing screening, tracking, and intervention program and establishes minimum standards of care for the screening and necessary follow-up care. Physicians or persons attending the birth at hospitals and birthing centers are responsible to cause the screening.  Hospitals or birthing centers that average less than 50 births a year are not required to screen, but shall make referrals for screening.  

The department is required to submit an annual report on the program to the governor and legislature and the bill lists items to be included in the report.

Bill:

SB68


Sponsor:
Davis

Title:

Screening Newborns for Hearing Ability

Referrals:
HESS, FIN

Content:
The bill requires the person attending at the birth or immediately after the birth in a hospital to cause the child to be tested.  If it is determined that a child may have a hearing impairment the person shall refer the child for confirmatory testing.  The bill establishes minimums for the hearing test protocols and requires the department to consider updating protocols as new technologies become available.

Bill:

HB69/SB51 

Sponsor: 
Rules by request of the Governor

Title:
           Public Assistance Program 

Referrals:
CRA, HESS, FIN

Content:
The bill reauthorizes in HSS (TANF - temporary assistance to needy families) to administer and award grants to federally authorized tribal TANF providers in Alaska with Native Family Assistance Programs.   Current law allows four of the thirteen regional Native non-profits to participate in the program and the bills expand the potential recipients to include the other nine organizations

UPDATES:  Look here to track bills of interest to our organizations
SB56, Sentencing/Probation/Parole, moved to the House and is on the schedule for next week in HJUD.

BUDGET:

View the governor’s FY06 Budget proposal

http://www.gov.state.ak.us/omb/06_OMB/budget/index.htm
Revenue forecast:  The December forecast included an expected $653 million surplus.  In remarks before the HFIN committee last week, Commissioner Corbus noted that a more recent market-based forecast calculated in January suggested $154 million less revenue than the department’s official December forecast.

What is the ELF?  The economic limit factor is a formula used to determine the calculation of severance taxes corporations owe the state for oil and gas production.  Adopted in 1977 and amended in 1989, it was intended to reduce taxes on smaller, marginal or declining fields reaching their “economic limit”.  

Each property has its own ELF, a factor between 0 and 1 that is multiplied against the state’s full oil production rate to determine the actual tax rate.  The full oil production rate is 12.25 % for the first five years of production and 15% each year after that.  Each ELF rate is determined by a formula based on per-well and total field productivity.

Why do we care?  Because of increasing tax breaks under the ELF, Alaska’s production tax rate has fallen from 13.5% in 1993 to 7% today.  Eleven of the most recent 14 fields to come on line pay none, or almost none, of the state’s 15% tax.  Last year corporate North Slope profits exceeded the state’s oil share by over $1 billion.  That’s money that if realized could have been used to fund state services.

What is happening?  The department of revenue recently decided to merge Prudhoe Bay with six of its satellites for a single production tax calculation.  The first tax payments under the new rate will be due in March.  The state estimates the change will add $147 million to the general fund in FY06.


Democrats have introduced a bill to change the severance tax structure.  The bill establishes a minimum 5% severance tax; allows the tax at average and high prices to rise and fall as oil prices rise and fall; provides tax relief to encourage additional exploration and production; and exempts “heavy oil” from any of the enhanced taxes.

COMMITTEE SCHEDULE:  Look here for committee meetings for the coming week.  Bill hearings OFTEN change.  If you are planning to testify it is a good idea to check the committee calendar the day of the hearing.  
Go to BASIS Committee schedules:

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/hearing_form.asp?session=24
(H)HSS FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE * Jan 31 Monday 7:00 AM  

HOUSE FINANCE 519 + FY 05 Mid-Term Review Commissioner Joel Gilbertson 

(H)JUD * Jan 31 Monday 1:00 PM 

+ SB 56 CRIMINAL LAW/PROCEDURE/SENTENCING 

(H)HESS* Feb 01 Tuesday 3:00 PM  

Overview: Division of Behavioral Health Bill Hogan, Director 

H)JUD* Feb 02 Wednesday 1:00 PM 

+ Overview: Therapeutic Courts AK Court System & Partners for Progress 

*+ HB 88 OFFENSES BY MINORS/AGAINST TEACHERS Bills Previously Heard/Scheduled  =+ HB 41 ASSAULT ON SCHOOL EMPLOYEES 

H)FIN* Feb 02 Wednesday 1:30 PM  Overview: AK Mental Health Trust 

(S)HESS* Feb 02 Wednesday 1:30 PM *+ SB 60 EXTEND SUICIDE PREVENTION COUNCIL =+ SB 22 MEDICAID COVERAGE FOR BIRTHING CENTERS 

(H)DPS FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE * Feb 02 Wednesday 5:00 PM 

HOUSE FINANCE 519 Overview 

(H)COMMUNITY & REGIONAL AFFAIRS * Feb 03 Thursday 8:00 AM 

*+ HB 69 PUBLIC ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 

(H)FIN* Feb 03 Thursday 9:00 AM SENATE FINANCE 532 

<Joint with Senate Finance> Presentation: University of AK 

(H)HESS* Feb 03 Thursday 3:00 PM Overview: Children in Need of Aid

 Dept. of Law and Marcie Kennai, Deputy Commissioner Office of Children's Services 

(S)COR FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE * Feb 03 Thursday 4:00 PM SENATE FINANCE 532 (For Corrections, Court System and H&SS) Mental Health Trust Authority Presentation 

(H)HSS FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE * Feb 04 Friday 7:00 AM 

HOUSE FINANCE 519 + Division or Topic Detail 

(H)LABOR & COMMERCE * Feb 04 Friday 3:15 PM 

*+ HB 109 SCREENING NEWBORNS FOR HEARING ABILITY 

Download legislators contact numbers:

http://w3.legis.state.ak.us/infodocs/WHOSEWHO2005.pdf
GOVERNOR’S CORNER: 
Reprimand to Renkes:  Former US Attorney Robert Bundy’s investigation into and subsequent report regarding conflict of interest allegations against Renkes resulted in a reprimand from the Governor.  Bundy assisted the Governor in preparing the reprimand letter sent to the Attorney General.  All commissioners, deputy commissioners and directors will also receive the letter as a reminder that everyone within the Administration should adhere to the highest ethical standards in carrying out their state duties.  The Governor has also asked Bundy to draft a bill to set limits on how much stock a state employee can have in a company when dealing with that company officially.

Boards and Commissions:  Approximately 300 vacancies are expected within the next six months on state boards and commissions.  Openings available can be viewed at www.gov.state.ak.us .  Click on the Boards & Commissions bullet.  Application forms are also on the web page.  Laraine Derr is the director of Boards and Commissions and can be reached at (907) 465-3933 for more information..

UPCOMING EVENTS: 
Legislative Breaks

February 19-21st
Presidents’ Day 

March 10-13th
National Energy Conference

March 25-28th
Easter/Seward’s Day

Please share the information from this report and get involved in the legislative process. Organizational and legislative contacts are listed at the end of the report.

Contact your lobbyist:

Caren Robinson  dcc@alaska.net
