
Capitol Currents

Please share the information from this report and get involved in the legislative process.

WEEK NINE

ACTION ALERTS:  Budget Testimony Needed:  
House Finance Committee will take public testimony on the operating budget, Thursday and Friday, March 17th and 18th.  The site schedule will be announced soon.  Please consider testifying for the Governor’s numbers for the Breast and Cervical Cancer Program and for increasing the Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault’s budget.
1. Message for Breast and Cervical Cancer Program:  Please support saving the lives of Alaskan women. I urge you to approve Governor Murkowski’s $1.8 million dollar increase in funding for breast and cervical cancer screening.
2. Message for CDVSA:  Thank you for the additional $200,000.  Unfortunately, this increment is appreciated but not enough to address the needs of battered women, their children and victims of sexual assault across the state.  Please do whatever you can to increase funding for Council services so we can reduce the violence against women in our state.

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:

Go to BASIS committee assignments list: www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/commbr_info.asp?session=24
For a complete list of finance subcommittees go to:

http://www.akrepublicans.org/com-sub.php 

NEW BILLS:  Look here for legislation introduced during the previous week.  Go to BASIS bill/resolution list: www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/bandr_stat.asp?session=24
New bills will be listed under the following categories:  crimes, education, government, healthcare and other.  

CRIMES:
Bill:

HB 206, companion to SB118 introduced last week

Sponsor:
Salmon, Thomas

Title:

Online Enticement of Minor

Referrals:
 JUD, FIN

Content:
Adds a new section to the criminal code, AS 11.41.452.  Online enticement of a minor.  Makes online enticement of minors a class C felony unless the defendant was required to register as a sex offender or child kidnapper at the time of the offense and then the penalty is increased to a class B felony.

Bill:

HB 207, companion to SB119 introduced last week

Sponsor:
Salmon, Thomas

Title:

Ban Online Dist. of Pornography to Minors

Referrals:
JUD, FIN

Content.
Adds a new section to the criminal code, AS 11.61.128.  Electronic distribution of indecent material to minors. Makes the crime a class C felony unless the defendant was required to register as a sex offender or child kidnapper at the time of the offense and then the penalty is increased to a class B felony.

Bill:

SB 134


Sponsor:
Bunde

Title:

Police Investigation Standards/Arrests

Referrals:
STA, JUD

Content:
Requires peace officers to make an arrest when the peace officer has reasonable cause to believe that a crime has been committed and the person to be arrested has admitted committing the crime to a peace officer or a peace officer has listened to a recording of the admission.  Also requires the Police Standards Council to adopt regulations setting minimum standards for police officers for conducting criminal investigations and gives the Council the authority to investigate complaints that a police officer has violated the standards.  If the Council finds the officer has violated the standards, the Council may suspend or revoke the officers training certificate or require the officer to obtain additional training.

GOVERNMENT:
Bill:

HB 94

Sponsor:
RLS by request of the Governor

Title:

Elections

Referrals:
STA, JUD, FIN

Content: 
The bill relates to qualifications of voters, requirements and procedures regarding independent candidates for President and Vice-President of the United States, voter registration and voter registration records, voter registration through a power of attorney, voter registration using scanned documents, voter residence, precinct boundary and polling place designation and modification, recognized political parties, voters unaffiliated with a political party, early voting, absentee voting, application for absentee ballots through a power of attorney, or by scanned documents, ballot design, ballot counting, voting by mail, voting machines, vote tally systems, initiative, referendum, recall, and definitions in the Alaska Election Code; relating to incorporation elections; and provides for an effective date.  There are 52 sections to the bill.  For a sectional analysis, read the Governor’s transmittal letter at

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/get_jrn_page.asp?session=24&bill=HB94&jrn=0118&hse=H
Bill:

SB 139

Sponsor:
RLS by request of LB&A

Title:

Extensions of Occupational Boards/Agencies

Referrals:
L&C, FIN

Content:
Extends the Board of Marital and Family Therapy until June 30, 2010.  Amends AS 08.03.020(a) to specify that after termination of a board, the regulations in effect at that time shall be transferred to the department.  Amends AS 08.03.020(c) and AS 44.66.010(c) to extend the length of time a board or commission can be continued from a period not to exceed four years to a period not to exceed eight years.  Further, amends AS 44.66.050(c) (which enumerates factors to consider when determining whether or not to continue a board or commission) to add the extent to which objectives have been effectively attained; efficiency with which the entity has operated; and the extent to which the entity duplicates the activities of another governmental agency or the private sector.
UPDATES:  Look here to track bills of interest

HB 16, School Funds Relating to Boarding Schools, was heard in and passed from HESS.  The bill picked up a fiscal note and was referred to House FInance.

HB 20, Education Funding, was heard in and passed from HESS.  Next referral is House Finance. 
CS HB 85 (JUD), Prescribed Medication for Students, which requires that schools permit students to self-administrate medication for asthma and anaphylaxis was heard in and passed from JUD with minor changes. Pharmacists were added to the list of healthcare providers.  Next referral is House Finance  

CS HB 95 (JUD), Public Health Disasters/Emergencies, was amended and passed from JUD. The amendments list when the department may collect and use identifiable health information; states what a person must do if refusing treatment; allows quarantine in the home; and requires least restrictive alternative to prevent spread of a disease.  It is sitting in House Rules.  

HB 102 am H, Foreign Medical School Graduates, was referred to Senate L&C and FIN.  It is scheduled for a hearing in L&C on March 17th.

HB 124, Collection of DNA/Use of Force, passed the House and was referred to JUD in the senate.

HB 128, Schools Physical Activity Task Force, was heard in and passed from EDU. Next referral is HESS.  

HB 175, Civil Legal Services Fund, was heard in and amended in JUD.  The JUD CS allows the Legislature to appropriate the amount deposited under AS 09.17.020(j) less the costs of collection, if any, incurred by the state.  Next referral is Houses Finance.

HCS SB 14 (STA), Municipal Elections, has been transmitted to the Governor.

SB 60, Extend Suicide Prevention Council, was heard in and passed from HFIN.  It is sitting in RLS.

SB 84, Child Protection Confidentiality was heard in and amended sections 13 an 14 in JUD.  Instead of “department” amended to “the commissioner or designee” may release confidential information related to determination on validity of report of harm. Provides immunity in suits based on improper disclosure or failure to disclose.  Next referral is FIN.  

BUDGET:

View the governor’s FY06 Budget proposal

http://www.gov.state.ak.us/omb/06_OMB/budget/index.htm
H)FIN* Mar 17 Thursday Time To Be Announced =+ HB 66 APPROP: MENTAL HEALTH BUDGET =+ HB 67 APPROP: OPERATING BUDGET/LOANS/FUNDS/CBR 

Public Testimony/Sites to be Announced

H)FIN* Mar 18 Friday Time To Be Announced =+ HB 66 APPROP: MENTAL HEALTH BUDGET =+ HB 67 APPROP: OPERATING BUDGET/LOANS/FUNDS/CBR Public Testimony/Sites to be Announced 

COMMITTEE SCHEDULE:  Look here for committee meetings for the coming week.  Bill hearings OFTEN change.  If you are planning to testify it is a good idea to check the committee calendar the day of the hearing.  
Go to BASIS Committee schedules:

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/hearing_form.asp?session=24
H)FIN* Mar 14 Monday 1:30 PM 

SJR 6 FEDERAL MEDICAL ASSISTANCE REDUCTION 
HB 155 USE CRIMINAL FINES FOR YOUTH COURTS 

S)HESS* Mar 14 Monday 1:30 PM
 =+ SB 4 REQUIRE CPR FOR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION 
*+ SB 125 LICENSING MEDICAL OR CARE FACILITIES 

H)STA* Mar 15 Tuesday 8:00 AM =+ HB 94 ELECTIONS + SB 36 ABSENTEE BALLOTS =+ HB 114 TERM. PARENTAL RTS/CINA/
S)FIN* Mar 15 Tuesday 9:00 AM Department of Corrections: The "Containment Model" A Research Based Presentation On Sex Offender Management 

H)HESS * Mar 15 Tuesday 3:00 PM
*+ HB 53 CHILDREN IN NEED OF AID/REVIEW PANELS 
* HB 193 LICENSING MEDICAL OR CARE FACILITIES 

S)STA* Mar 16 Wednesday 8:30 AM Date, Time and Location Change -- Joint w/(S) Judiciary Committee Department of Corrections: Sex Offender Containment Model Overview

H)FIN* Mar 16 Wednesday 1:30. 
SB 42 NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE TASK FORCE 

H)CRA * Mar 17 Thursday 8:00 AM
* HB 160 PUBLIC FUNDS & BALLOT PROPS/CANDIDATES 

S)L&C* Mar 17 Thursday 1:30 PM 

=+ HB 102 MEDICAL LICENSE: APPLICATION/FOREIGN GRAD 

S)STA* Mar 17 Thursday 3:30 PM 

*+ SB 134 POLICE INVESTIGATION STANDARDS/ARRESTS 

H)WAYS & MEANS * Mar 18 Friday 8:30 AM *+ HB 63 OIL SEVERANCE TAX Oversight Hearing: Economic Limit Factor (ELF) 

H)JUD* Mar 18 Friday 1:00 PM =+ HB 148 TRAFFICKING OF PERSONS =+ HB 101 SEX TRAFFICKING AND TOURISM 

DOWNLOAD LEGISLATORS’ CONTACT NUMBERS:

http://w3.legis.state.ak.us/infodocs/WHOSEWHO2005.pdf
LEGISLATIVE DAYS REMAINING:  57
CONTACT YOUR LOBBYIST:  Caren Robinson  dcc@alaska.net


