
Capitol Currents

Please share the information from this report and get involved in the legislative process.

WEEK EIGHT

ACTION ALERT: You are needed on the Capitol Steps
Organize and bring friends - WEDNESDAY, March 9th at noon on the Capitol Steps.  Alaska Breast Cancer Advocacy Partners (ABCAP) Rally.  ABCAP representatives will present support statements to legislators at the March 9th rally on the Capitol steps. 

For updates and news concerning this topic go to www.abcap.alaska.com 
If you are interested in participating by signing a support statement:  
1). Select the following link to open an email message to ABCAP: info@abcap.alaska.com 
2). Copy the following message and paste it into the email. 

I support saving the lives of Alaskan women. I urge you to approve Governor Murkowski’s $1.8 million dollar increase in funding for breast and cervical cancer screening.
Name: 
Street Address: 
City & Zip:

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:

Go to BASIS committee assignments list: www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/commbr_info.asp?session=24
For a complete list of finance subcommittees go to:

http://www.akrepublicans.org/com-sub.php 

NEW BILLS:  Look here for legislation introduced during the previous week.Go to BASIS bill/resolution list:  www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/bandr_stat.asp?session=24
Starting this week new bills will be listed under the following categories:  crimes, education, government, healthcare and other.  

CRIMES: 
Bill:

SB 117

Sponsor:
FRENCH, Kookesh, Bunde, Dyson, Huggins, Wagoner, Elton, Ellis, Davis, Gues, Stedman, Olson

Title:

Recorded Statements of Child Victims

Referrals:
 JUD, FIN

Content:
Makes recorded statements of victims under 16 admissible in Alaska’s courts if the statements were conducted under certain conditions and if the victim is present at the proceeding and available for testimony. The bill is scheduled in SJUD on Thursday.
Bill:

SB 118

Sponsor:
FRENCH, Kookesh, Bunde, Dyson, Elton, Ellis, Guess, Cowdery, Therriault, Olson, Stedman, Ben Stevens, Seekins, Wagoner, Davis, Green, Huggins

Title:

Online Enticement of Minor

Referrals:
JUD, FIN

Content.
Adds a new section to the criminal code, AS 11.41.452.  Online enticement of a minor.  Makes online enticement of minors a class C felony unless the defendant was required to register as a sex offender or child kidnapper at the time of the offense and then the penalty is increased to a class B felony. The bill is scheduled in SJUD on Thursday.
Bill:

SB 119

Sponsor:
FRENCH, Kookesh, Bunde, Dyson, Huggins, Seekins, Wilken, Davis, Elton, Ellis, Green, Olson, Stedman, Cowdery, Guess, Therriault

Title:

Ban Online Dist. of Pornography to Minors

Referrals:
JUD, FIN

Content:
Adds a new section to the criminal code, AS 11.61.128.  Electronic distribution of indecent material to minors. Makes the crime a class C felony unless the defendant was required to register as a sex offender or child kidnapper at the time of the offense and then the penalty is increased to a class B felony.  The bill is scheduled  in SJUD on Thursday.

Bill:

HB 101


Sponsor:
CROFT, Kerttula, Dahlstrom

Title:

Sex Trafficking & Tourism

Referrals:
JUD, FIN

Content:
Amends AS11.66 by adding Article 4.  Sex Trafficking.  AS 11.66.400.  A person commits the crime of sex trafficking if the person recruits, entices, harbors, transports, provides, or obtains a person, or benefits from the recruitment, etc. of a person to engage in a commercial sex act and the person is less than 18 years of age at the time the person was recruited or despite age the person was forced, coerced, or fraudulently induced to engage in a commercial sex act.  A “commercial sex act” is defined as any sex act for which anything of value is given to or received by any person.  The crime is a class A felony. 
The bill further creates a crime under 11.66.410 Sex Tours and Tourism. The crime involves organizing travel services and/or tour packages or activities for the purpose of a person’s engaging in a commercial sexual act with a person whose participation in a commercial sex act is the product of any act or activity prohibited in AS 11.66.400.  The crime is a class A felony.  The bill is scheduled in HJUD on Monday.

Bill:

HB 148

Sponsor:
KERTTULA, Croft, Gara, Gruenberg, McGuire

Title:

Trafficking of Persons

Referrals:
JUD, FIN

Content:
Amends AS 11.41 by adding AS 11.41.350.  Trafficking of persons.  The bill defines “trafficking”, “forced labor or involuntary servitude” and “sexual conduct” and makes the crime of trafficking an unclassified felony.  A person commits the crime if the person recruits, harbors, transports, provides, or obtains by any means another person knowing that force, fraud, or coercion will be used to cause the person to engage in forced labor, sexual conduct, or involuntary servitude; or benefits financially or by receiving anything of value from participation in a venture listed above.  The bill is scheduled in HJUD on Monday.

Bill:

SB 123


Sponsor:
Dyson

Title:

Labor & Sex Trafficking

Referrals:
JUD, FIN

Content:
Amends AS 11.66 by adding Article 4.  Labor and Sex Trafficking.  A person commits the crime of labor and sex trafficking if the person engages in the trafficking of persons for the purpose of causing or compelling another to engage in labor or services; or a commercial sex act.  The bill defines “trafficking” and the penalty for the crime is a class A felony.

GOVERNMENT:
Bill:

HB 194/SB 127

Sponsor:
Rep. Gara, Berkowitz



Sen. French, Elton

Title:

Exec. Branch Ethics: Financial Interests

Referrals:
House:  STA, JUD



Senate:  STA, JUD

Content:
The bills limit state employees' personal holdings in companies they deal with on official business. They amend the Executive Ethics Act to clarify monetary values that would pose a conflict of interest.  The limit is set at $5,000 or 1 percent of the total value of the business, whichever is less. The bills also expand the definition of the term "official action" to include review and advisory functions, among others.

Bill:

SJR 10

Sponsor:
Dyson

Title:

Support Federal Marriage Amendment

Referrals:
JUD

Content:
Enumerates eleven reasons for the legislature to continue to support legal marriage as the union of one man and one woman and further urges the 109th Congress to approve Senate Joint Resolution 1, known as the Marriage Protection Amendment, that proposes to amend the US Constitution by defining the institution of marriage as a union between a man and a woman.  The bill is scheduled in SJUD on Wednesday.
UPDATES:  Look here to track bills of interest
CS HB1 (HES), Increase Amount of Base Student Allocation, passed the House.

HB 16, School Funds Relating to Boarding Schools, expands existing programs for students who don't have access to grades 9 through 12. Students can qualify for a stipend in boarding schools by changing the entrance requirements.  The bill was heard in and passed from HEDU.  Its next referral is HESS.


HB 20, Education Funding, requires school, districts to submit funding request to their municipal governments by May every year. HB 20 will require the Governor to submit a separate appropriations bill before the fourth day of the legislature for K-12 funding and the legislature must transmit an appropriations bill to the Governor by the 15th of March. The bill was heard in and passed from HEDU with minor technical amendments.  Its next referral is HESS.

CS HB 100 (STA), State Virology Laboratory, was heard in and passed from HHESS.  Its next referral is HFIN.
 

HB 102 amH, Foreign Medical School Graduates, was referred to Senate L&C and FIN.  It is scheduled for a hearing in L&C on March 8th.

CS HB 132 (JUD), Crimes Against Elderly, was heard in and passed from HJUD.  Its next referral is HFIN.


SB 51, Public Assistance Programs, was heard in and passed from SFIN.  The finance committee amended the bill to mandate that no state funds will be used to replace any loss of federal funds, nor carry program funding levels with any historical consistency. The bill is in RLS.


CSSB 56 (JUD), Sentencing/Probation/Parole, was sent to a conference committee and both houses approved the conference committee substitute.  The bill is awaiting transmittal to the Governor.

SB 67, Claims Against Health Care Providers, was heard in and passed from SL&C.  It is sitting in RLS.

SB 95, Collection of DNA/Use of Force was heard in and passed from SJUD with a committee substitute.  It is sitting in RLS..


SJR 6, Federal Medical Assistance Reduction, passed the senate and was referred to FIN in the house.  

HCS SB 14 (STA), removes the requirement that municipalities hold a special election for initiatives and referendums if no regular election occurs within 75 days after certification. Gives municipalities the option of: holding the vote at the next regular election; holding the vote at an already scheduled special election occurring later than 60 days after certification of the petition; or ordering a special election if it determines it is in the best interest of the municipality and no regular election occurs within 75 days. Clarifies that an initiative or referendum special election cannot be held within 60 days of certification to allow ample time for procedural work.  The Senate concurred with the House amendments and the bill is awaiting transmittal to the Governor.

CS SB 36 (JUD), Absentee Ballots, passed the senate and was referred to STA & JUD in the House.  The bill requires that requests for absentee ballots by mail be submitted directly by the absentee voter to the division of elections. Prohibits a person from encouraging or assisting in a violation of this requirement. Establishes a penalty for first offense and repeat convictions. 


HB 183, Campaign Finance: Shared Expenses, was introduced on February 28th.  The bill, sponsored by Rep. Hawker and referred to STA & JUD, amends AS 15.13.112(b) (7)—campaign contributions held by a candidate or group may not be used to make contributions to another candidate or to a group, by listing an exemption—participating in a shared campaign activity. The contribution must be used for payment of all of the shared activity expense; or more than the candidate’s or group’s pro rata share of the activity expense; and the candidate or group participating in the activity must receive, within 48 hours after payment of the expense, complete reimbursement of the amount of campaign contributions used for payments made on behalf of another candidate or group participating in the activity. 
BUDGET: View the governor’s FY06 Budget proposal
http://www.gov.state.ak.us/omb/06_OMB/budget/index.htm
COMMITTEE SCHEDULE:  Look here for committee meetings for the coming week.  Bill hearings OFTEN change.  If you are planning to testify it is a good idea to check the committee calendar the day of the hearing.  
Go to BASIS Committee schedules:

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/hearing_form.asp?session=24
S)DPS FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE * Mar 07 Monday 7:30 AM 

BELTZ 211 FY 06 Budget Review 

H&S)CHILDREN'S CAUCUS * Mar 07 Monday 12:00 PM BUTROVICH 205 + Presentation by: Family Wellness Warriors Within the Southcentral Foundation, An Alaskan Native Health Care Organization 

H)JUD* Mar 07 Monday 1:00 PM 

+ HB 85 PRESCRIBED MEDICATION FOR STUDENTS 
*+ HB 149 SALE OF METHAMPHETAMINE AND PRECURSORS
*+ HB 148 TRAFFICKING OF PERSONS
*+ HB 101 SEX TRAFFICKING AND TOURISM 

S)HESS * Mar 07 Monday 1:30 PM 

*+ SB 4 REQUIRE CPR FOR HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION 

H)STA* Mar 08 Tuesday 8:00 AM =+ HB 94 ELECTIONS *+ HB 144 ADVISORY VOTE ON COMMUNITY DIVIDEND 

S)JUD* Mar 08 Tuesday 8:30 AM + Select Committee on Legislative Ethics Confirmation Hearing: Dennis "Skip" Cook + SB 67 CLAIMS AGAINST HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS 

H)EDUCATION SPECIAL COMMITTEE * Mar 08 Tuesday 11:00 AM =+ HB 128 SCHOOLS PHYSICAL ACTIVITY TASK FORCE 
Overview: Alaska Native K-12 Education Indicators Study by AK Native Policy Center 

S)L&C* Mar 08 Tuesday 1:30 PM + HB 102 MEDICAL LICENSE: 

H)HESS* Mar 08 Tuesday 3:00 PM + HB 16 SCHOOL FUNDS RELATED TO BOARDING SCHOOLS + HB 20 EDUCATION FUNDING 

S)JUD* Mar 09 Wednesday 8:30 AM + Select Committee on Legislative Ethics Confirmation Hearing: Marianne Stillner *+ SJR 10 SUPPORT FEDERAL MARRIAGE AMENDMENT 

S)FIN* Mar 09 Wednesday 9:00 AM 

+ HB 1 INCREASE AMT OF BASE STUDENT ALLOCATION 

H&S)JOINT LEGISLATIVE HEALTH CAUCUS * Mar 09 Wednesday 1:00 PM FAHRENKAMP 203 "Medicaid: True Stories Behind the Math"

S)JUD* Mar 10 Thursday 8:30 AM *+ SB 117 RECORDED STATEMENTS OF CHILD VICTIMS *+ SB 118 ONLINE ENTICEMENT OF MINOR*+ SB 119 BAN ONLINE DIST. OF PORNOGRAPHY TO MINORS 

DOWNLOAD LEGISLATORS’ CONTACT NUMBERS:

http://w3.legis.state.ak.us/infodocs/WHOSEWHO2005.pdf
LEGISLATIVE DAYS REMAINING:  65
CONTACT YOUR LOBBYIST:  Caren Robinson  dcc@alaska.net
 

