
Capitol Currents

Please share the information from this report and get involved in the legislative process.

WEEK SEVEN

ACTION ALERTS will appear here as the session progresses.

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:

Go to BASIS committee assignments list: www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/commbr_info.asp?session=24
For a complete list of finance subcommittees go to:

http://www.akrepublicans.org/com-sub.php 

NEW BILLS:  Look here for legislation introduced during the previous week.  Go to BASIS bill/resolution list:  www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/bandr_stat.asp?session=24
This link provides sponsor statements and fact sheets for bills introduced by majority members:  http://www.akrepublicans.org/24th_temp_list.php
Bill:

HB123
Sponsor:
House Labor and Commerce

Title:

Occupations:  Fees & Extension of Boards

Referrals:
L&C, FIN

Content:
The bill was heard and amended in L&C.  CS HB123 (L&C) changes how the department determines costs and fees.  The total amount of fees, together with the fines and penalties collected for all occupations regulated by a board should approximately equal the total actual costs of the board and the department for all occupations regulated by that board.  The bill also requires fee levels be the same for occupations regulated by certain boards and extends several boards.  For example, the Board of Social Work Examiners is extended until June 30, 2010; Board of Pharmacy until June 30, 2010; Board of Professional Counselors until June 30, 2010; Board of Psychologist and Psychological Associate Examiners until June 30, 2010

Bill:

HB175

Sponsor:
McGuire
Title:

Civil Legal Services Fund

Referrals:
JUD, FIN

Content:
The bill is a companion to SB19.  It establishes a special account in the general fund for civil legal services and gives authority to the legislature to make appropriations from the fund to organizations that provide civil legal services to low-income individuals.
UPDATES:  Look here to track bills of interest
CS HB1(HES), Increase Amount of Base Student Allocation, was heard in and passed from HFIN without further amendments.  It is sitting in RLS.

CS HB30 (HES), Appropriation: K - 12 Education Operating Expenses was heard in and passed from HFIN without further amendments.  It is sitting in RLS.

HB69, Public Assistance Programs, was heard in and passed from HESS without amendments.  Its next referral is HFIN.  

HB100, State Virology Laboratory, was amended in House State Affairs (STA), to allow UAF to lease land for the lab.  Its next referral is House HESS. 

HB102, Foreign Medical School Graduates, passed the House and is now waiting senate referrals.

HB124, Collection of DNA/Use of Force, was heard in and passed from HJUD.  Its next referral is HFIN.


CS SB56 (JUD), Sentencing/Probation/Parole, passed the House and is now waiting in the Senate for concurrence on the House amendments.

SB 60, Extend Suicide Prevention Council, was given a FIN referral in the House.  The bill is scheduled to be heard on March 2nd.
SB78, Senior Care Program, was heard in and passed from HESS.  Its next referral is Senate Finance Committee. 

SB79, Medicaid for Adult Dental Services, was heard in and moved from SHESS.  Its next referral is SFIN.

SB83, Terminate Parental Rights/CINA/Delinquency Cases, was heard in SJUD.  A committee substitute (CS) will be forthcoming.

HJR10, Federal Medical Assistance Reduction, was heard in and passed from HHESS.  Its next referral is HFIN.


SJR6, Federal Medical Assistance Reduction, was heard in and passed from SFIN.  It is sitting in RLS.

BUDGET:

View the governor’s FY06 Budget proposal

http://www.gov.state.ak.us/omb/06_OMB/budget/index.htm
COMMITTEE SCHEDULE:  Look here for committee meetings for the coming week.  Bill hearings OFTEN change.  If you are planning to testify it is a good idea to check the committee calendar the day of the hearing.  
Go to BASIS Committee schedules:

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/hearing_form.asp?session=24
(H)STA* Mar 01 Tuesday 8:00 AM *+ HB 114 TERM. PARENTAL RTS/CINA/DELINQUENCY CASES 

H)EDUCATION SPECIAL COMMITTEE * Mar 01 Tuesday 11:00 AM HB 20 EDUCATION FUNDING 

S)L& C* Mar 01 Tuesday 1:30 PM =+ SB 67 CLAIMS AGAINST HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS 

H)HESS* Mar 01 Tuesday 3:00 PM + HB 100 STATE VIROLOGY LABORATORY 

S)STA* Mar 01 Tuesday 3:30 PM *+ SB 20 OFFENSES AGAINST UNBORN CHILDREN 
S)HSS FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE * Mar 01 Tuesday 4:00 PM SENATE FINANCE 532 Commissioner's Department/Policy Overview 

S)FIN * Mar 02 Wednesday 8:00 AM + Key Campaign Presentation by  Key Coalition of Alaska Televised in House Speaker's Chambers 

H)JUD* Mar 02 Wednesday 1:00 PM =+ HB 132 CRIMES AGAINST ELDERLY 

H)FIN* Mar 02 Wednesday 1:30 PM  SB 60 EXTEND SUICIDE PREVENTION COUNCIL 

H)EDUCATION SPECIAL COMMITTEE * Mar 03 Thursday 11:00 AM 

HB 13 SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION BOND REIMBURSEMENT 

*+ HB 128 SCHOOLS PHYSICAL ACTIVITY TASK FORCE 

S)DPS FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE * Mar 03 Thursday 12:00 PM 

FAHRENKAMP 203 FY 06 Budget Review 

S)HSS FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE * Mar 03 Thursday 4:00 PM 

SENATE FINANCE 532 Department's Budget Overview 

H)WAYS & MEANS * Mar 04 Friday 8:30 AM 

<Subcommittee Mtg> Oversight Hearing: Income Tax 

H)JUD* Mar 04 Friday 1:00 PM *+ HB 175 CIVIL LEGAL SERVICES FUND  + HB 95 PUBLIC HEALTH DISASTERS/EMERGENCIES 
DOWNLOAD LEGISLATORS’ CONTACT NUMBERS:

http://w3.legis.state.ak.us/infodocs/WHOSEWHO2005.pdf
LEGISLATIVE DAYS REMAINING:  73

GOVERNOR’S CORNER:

Governor Names Ocean Policy Coordinator:  Heather Brandon will be the state Ocean Policy Coordinator. Brandon will aid in coordinating the state’s outreach efforts and response to federal fisheries and ocean-related legislation. 
UPCOMING EVENTS:
Alaska Breast Cancer Advocacy Partners (ABCAP) event moved to March 9th.  Originally scheduled on March 10th and noticed in the first week of Capitol Currents, the rally is to support the Governor’s proposed FY06 budget for the Alaska Breast and Cervical Cancer Health Check program.  The 06 budget request adds $1.8 million to the program. This will increase the number of Alaskan women with access to early detection and treatment. If approved, 9,200 women can be screened next fiscal year.  ABCAP representatives will present support statements to legislators at the March 9th rally on the Capitol steps. For updates and news concerning this topic go to www.abcap.alaska.com 
If you are interested in participating by signing a support statement:  
1. Select the following link to open an email message to ABCAP: info@abcap.alaska.com 

2. Copy the following message and paste it into the email; 

I support saving the lives of Alaskan women. I urge you to approve Governor Murkowski’s $1.8 million dollar increase in funding for breast and cervical cancer screening.
Name: 
Street Address: 
City & Zip: 
CONTACT YOUR LOBBYIST:

Caren Robinson  dcc@alaska.net
