
Capitol Currents
Please share the information from this report and get involved in the legislative process.

WEEK SIX
Several bills of interest were heard; budget subcommittees continued meeting with closeouts starting next week; and Alaska’s Federal Medical Assistance Percentage (FMAP) legislation was introduced (see budget section).

ACTION ALERTS will appear here as the session progresses.

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:

Go to BASIS committee assignments list: www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/commbr_info.asp?session=24
For a complete list of finance subcommittees go to:

http://www.akrepublicans.org/com-sub.php 

NEW BILLS:  Look here for legislation introduced during the previous week.

Go to BASIS bill/resolution list:  www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/bandr_stat.asp?session=24
This link provides sponsor statements and fact sheets for bills introduced by majority members:  http://www.akrepublicans.org/24th_temp_list.php
Bill:

HB141/SB106

Sponsor:
House:  Crawford, Gara, Elkins



Senate:  Guess

Title:

Sale of Methamphetamine and Precursors

Referrals:
House:  JUD, FIN



Senate:  JUD, FIN

Background:  A common substance, pseudoephedrine, a decongestant used in products such as Afrin, Pediacare, Sinutab, and Sudafed can also be used to make Meth.  By July 2004, 10 states had laws regulating the amounts of pseudoephedrine a person could possess to 9 grams in a 30-day period.  California has 9 grams in a single purchase and is considering going to 9 grams in a 30-day period.  The legislation is an attempt to stop the use of pseudoephedrine in making Meth.

Content:  The bill crminalizes the purchase or possession of over 9 grams of pseudoephedrine in a 30- day period.  It further requires a purchase monitoring system be maintained by merchants with reports being submitted to the department of public safety.  The penalty for possession is a class C felony and the penalty for not maintaining the monitoring system is a class A misdemeanor.

Bill:

HB149

Sponsor:  
Ramras, Wilson

Title: 
Sale of Methamphetamine and Precursors

Referrals:
JUD, FIN

Content:
Differs from HB141/SB106 by lowering the amount a person can legally possess to 6 grams. Also differs from HB141/SB106 by requiring manufacturers, wholesalers or distributors to obtain registration from the Department of Commerce, Community and Economic Development instead of DPS.  Requires records to be readily available to DPS or other law enforcement agencies upon request. Further adds iodine and iodine crystals to the substances regulated and requires most of the products containing pseudoephedrine to be taken off the shelves in stores and placed behind the counter.

Bill:

HB162



Sponsor:
Kerttula

Title:

State Employee Dependents Daycare Centers

Referrals:
STA, HESS, FIN

Content:
Requires the department of administration to approve, administer and coordinate child care services for state officers’ and employees’ children and dependents.  Sets the parameters for the child care including who can attend, location of the programs, costs and selection of providers.

UPDATES:  Look here to track bills of interest
 
HB1, Increase Amount of Base Student Allocation was amended in HHESS to raise the per student allocation to $4919.  Its next committee of referral is HFIN.

HB30, Appropriation: K - 12 Education Operating/Debt Expenses was heard in HHESS and amended to reflect the changes to HB1.  Its next committee of referral is HFIN.


HB102, Foreign Medical School Graduates, was heard in and passed from HFIN.  It is now in HRLS.


HB109, Screening Newborns for Hearing Ability, was heard in and passed from HHESS.  Its next committee of referral is HFIN.

CS SB56 (JUD), Sentencing/Probation/Parole, was heard and moved from HFIN and is now in HRLS.

SB 60, Extend Suicide Prevention Council, unanimously passed the Senate Feb. 16. Extends the termination date of the Statewide Suicide Prevention Council from June 2005 to June 2009.


SB79, Medicaid for Adult Dental Services, was heard in and moved from SHESS.  Its next committee of referral is SFIN.


SB82, Child Protection Interview/Transportation, was heard and amended in SHESS.  The amendments add intent language; provide definitions; and delete the section giving officials tort immunities.    Its next committee of referral is SJUD.


SB83, Term. Parental Rights/CINA/Delinquency Cases, was heard in and passed from SHESS.  Its next committee of referral is SJUD.


BUDGET:

View the governor’s FY06 Budget proposal

http://www.gov.state.ak.us/omb/06_OMB/budget/index.htm
Bill:

HJR10/SJR6


Sponsor:
SFIN



HFIN

Title:

Fed. Medical Assistance Reduction

Referrals:
Senate:  FIN



House:
  HESS, FIN

Content:
Asks Congress to do whatever it takes to maintain the current FMAP of  approximately 58%.  The state currently pays approximately 42% of the costs.  After October 1st the split is scheduled to change from 58/42 to 50/50.  It could mean a $53 million loss to the state next year and up to $73 million the following year.  The potential losses are not included in the Governor’s proposed FY06 budget.  Alaska now has a higher federal rate because of an extension passed by Congress in 2003.  The extension is due to run out October 1st of this year.  The expiration accounts for about half the planned federal reduction.  The other part of the cut is due to the formula itself.  States that are better off financially receive less federal money with a bottom limit of 50%.  State Medicaid director Jerry Fuller has stated that if the cuts go through, the state will have three options, or a combination of the three; reduce health care services, remove people from Medicaid rolls or reduce Medicaid reimbursement rates.  US Senator Murkowski has refiled a bill to make permanent the 2003 extension.  The Senate resolution will be heard Tuesday at 9am in SFINand the House version will be heard Tuesday at 3pm in HHESS.

COMMITTEE SCHEDULE:  Look here for committee meetings for the coming week.  Bill hearings OFTEN change.  If you are planning to testify it is a good idea to check the committee calendar the day of the hearing.  
Go to BASIS Committee schedules:

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/hearing_form.asp?session=24
H)STA* Feb 22 Tuesday 8:00 AM  + SB 14 MUNICIPAL ELECTIONS *+ HB 62 AUTOMATED POLITICAL TELEPHONE CALLS *+ HB 100 STATE VIROLOGY LABORATORY 

(S)FIN * Feb 22 Tuesday 9:00 AM =+ SJR 6 FEDERAL MEDICAL ASSISTANCE REDUCTION 

H)HESS* Feb 22 Tuesday 3:00 *+ HJR 10 FEDERAL MEDICAL ASSISTANCE REDUCTION 

(S)STA* Feb 22 Tuesday 3:30 PM *+ SB 95 COLLECTION OF DNA/USE OF FORCE 

H)DPS FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE * Feb 22 Tuesday 4:00 PM HOUSE FINANCE 519 Budget Closeout 

H)HSS FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE * Feb 23 Wednesday 7:00 AM HOUSE FINANCE 519 +  Budget Closeout 

S)JUD* Feb 23 Wednesday 8:30 AM + SB 83 TERM. PARENTAL RTS/CINA/DELINQUENCY CASES + SB 84 CHILD PROTECTION CONFIDENTIALITY 

(H)JOINT LEGISLATIVE HEALTH CAUCUS * Feb 23 Wednesday 12:00 PM BUTROVICH 205 + "From Tooth Decay to Social Decay: It's all about Prevention!" 

H)JUD* Feb 23 Wednesday 1:00 PM *+ HB 132 CRIMES AGAINST ELDERLY*+ HB 124 COLLECTION OF DNA/USE OF FORCE 

H)FIN* Feb 23 Wednesday 1:30 PM * HB 158 PUBLIC SCHOOL ACCOUNT/PUBLIC EDUC FUND 

(S)HESS* Feb 23 Wednesday 1:30 PM =+ SB 78 SENIOR CARE PROGRAM 

H)HSS FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE * Feb 24 Thursday 7:00 AM HOUSE FINANCE 519 Budget Closeout 

H)EDUCATION SPECIAL COMMITTEE * Feb 24 Thursday 11:00 AM  Overview of Education in Alaska *+ HB 16 SCHOOL FUNDS RELATED TO BOARDING SCHOOLS *+ HB 128 SCHOOLS PHYSICAL ACTIVITY TASK FORCE 

H)HESS* Feb 24 Thursday 3:00 PM *+ HB 120 HEALTH CARE EMPLOYEE PROTECTION + SB 42 NATUROPATHIC MEDICINE TASK FORCE + HB 69 PUBLIC ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 

S)STA* Feb 24 Thursday 3:30 PM + SB 75 PUBLIC HEALTH DISASTERS/EMERGENCIES 

S)FIN* Feb 25 Friday 9:00 AM + SB 51 PUBLIC ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS

DOWNLOAD LEGISLATORS’ CONTACT NUMBERS:

http://w3.legis.state.ak.us/infodocs/WHOSEWHO2005.pdf
LEGISLATIVE DAYS REMAINING:  78
UPCOMING EVENTS:
Thursday, February 24th-12:00 noon-Senator Johnny Ellis (D-Anchorage) will speak at the Egan Forum at the Baranof Hotel in Juneau. The title of his talk is “Red Alaska/Blue Alaska: The Road Ahead.”

Alaska Breast Cancer Advocacy Partners (ABCAP) event moved to March 9th.  Originally scheduled on March 10th and noticed in the first week of Capitol Currents, the rally is to support the Governor’s proposed FY06 budget for the Alaska Breast and Cervical Cancer Health Check program.  The 06 budget request adds $1.8 million to the program. This will increase the number of Alaskan women with access to early detection and treatment. If approved, 9,200 women can be screened next fiscal year.  ABCAP representatives will present support statements to legislators at the March 9th rally on the Capitol steps. For updates and news concerning this topic go to www.abcap.alaska.com 
If you are interested in participating by signing a support statement:  
1. Select the following link to open an email message to ABCAP: info@abcap.alaska.com 

2. Copy the following message and paste it into the email. 

I support saving the lives of Alaskan women. I urge you to approve Governor Murkowski’s $1.8 million dollar increase in funding for breast and cervical cancer screening.
Name: 
Street Address: 
City & Zip: 
CONTACT YOUR LOBBYIST:

Caren Robinson  dcc@alaska.net
