Capitol Currents

Please share the information from this report and get involved in the legislative process.

WEEK FIVE

The Attorney General resigned and the Governor announced an acting AG.  The FY05 budget supplemental bills were introduced, finance subcommittees continued to meet and several public health bills are on the move.
ACTION ALERTS will appear here as the session progresses.

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:

Go to BASIS committee assignments list: www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/commbr_info.asp?session=24
For a complete list of finance subcommittees go to:

http://www.akrepublicans.org/com-sub.php 

NEW BILLS:  Look here for legislation introduced during the previous week.

Go to BASIS bill/resolution list:  www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/bandr_stat.asp?session=24
This link provides sponsor statements and fact sheets for bills introduced by majority members:  http://www.akrepublicans.org/24th_temp_list.php
Bill:

HB 82/SB60

Sponsor:
Dahlstrom, Wilson, Gara



Ben Stevens, Therriault

Title:

Extension Statewide Suicide Prevention Council

Referrals:
House: HES, FIN



Senate: HES, FIN

Content:
Extends the Council to January 2009.  The bill was heard in both HESS committees this week and moved without amendments.  Rep. Anderson signed on as a co-sponsor to HB82.  SB60 is scheduled for a hearing in Senate Finance on Monday at 9:00am.  

Bill:

HB102

Sponsor:
Stoltze

Title:

Foreign Medical School Graduates

Referrals:
L&C, FIN

Content:
Gives medical board discretion to adopt requirements establishing proof of competency for licensure of foreign medical students.  The bill was heard in and moved from L&C this week.  It is scheduled for a hearing in FIN on Monday at 1:30pm.
Bill:

HB 132

Sponsor:
Stoltze, McGuire



Title:

Crimes Against Elderly

Referrals:
JUD, FIN



Contents:
Lists findings to explain why crimes against the elderly should have more severe penalties and then enumerates the increased penalties.

Bill:

SB22

Sponsor:
Davis, Dyson

Title:

Medicaid Coverage for Birthing Centers

Referrals:
HESS, FIN

Contents:
Adds “birthing center” to the definition of health facilities eligible for payment of medical assistance for needy persons.  The bill was heard in and moved from HESS.

Bill:

SB95

Sponsor:
Bunde

Title:

Collection of DNA/Use of Force

Referrals:
STA. JUD

Contents:
Expands persons from which dna is collected to include those convicted of a crime under a law or ordinance with elements similar to Alaska’s crimes against a person.  The bill also allows juvenile or adult correctional, probation, or parole officers or a peace officer to use “reasonable force” to collect an oral sample.

UPDATES:  Look here to track bills of interest.
SB56, Sentencing/Probation/Parole, is sitting in House Finance.

HB95, Public Health Disasters/Emergencies, was heard in House Health and Social Services (HESS) and moved to House Judiciary.  The HESS committee substitute (CS) shifts provisions on attorney representation of respondents into a separate section and limits the commissioner’s power to order embalming.  The companion bill, SB75, was also heard this week.  It moved from Senate HESS with a similar CS.  Its next committee of referral is Senate State Affairs.

HB105, Medicaid for Adult Dental Services, was heard in HESS and moved to House Finance.  The HESS CS defines “minimum treatment” to mean the application or prescription of a medication or material deemed necessary by the dentist for the palliative treatment of pain or for the reduction of the spread of infection.

HB106, Senior Care Program, was heard in HESS and moved to House Finance.  The HESS CS changes the conditional effective date and adds the senior care benefit to a list of property assets that cannot be seized for repayment of certain debts.

HB109, Screening Newborns for Hearing Ability, was heard and amended in House Labor and Commerce (L&C).  The amendments remove the requirement that the state pay for indigent testing; changes “test” to “evaluation”; adds a performance evaluation requirment; and braodens the definition of “hearing loss”.  The bill is scheduled for a hearing in HESS on Thursday, the 17th at 3pm.
SB73, State Virology Laboratory, was heard in Senate Health and Social Services and moved from committee.  It now moves to Senate Finance.

EDUCATION NEWS:

The House Special Committee on Education passed out its first piece of legislation earlier this week. After hearing HB1, 18 and 73, HB 1, a bill to raise the foundation formula for K-12 education by 7% moved out of the committee on Thursday.  HB 1 will raise the basic student allocation to $4896, an increase over Governor Murkowski's request. The bill was sponsored by Rep. Carl Gatto and co-sponsored by Rep. Neuman.  HB 1now moves on to the House Committee on Health, Education and Social Services. The bill is scheduled to be heard on Tuesday, February 15th.  
HB30, K-12 Operating/debt expenses also passed from the committee while HB65 another K-12 appropriations bill was heard and held.

HB41, a bill establishing mandatory minimum sentences for the crime of assault in the 4th degree against school employees who are engaged in the performance of school duties at the time of the assault was heard in House Judiciary and moved from the committee.  The minimum sentence was set at 60 days.  Its next committee referral is to House Finance.

HB128, establishing the Alaska Schools Physical Activity Task Force has been introduced by Rep. McGuire and co-sponsored by Rep. Gara, Wilson and Dahlstrom.  The bill lists findings for the necessity of the task force; locates it in the legislative branch; enumerates the members and responsibilities; and requires a written report to be submitted to the Legislature and the Governor before January 10, 2006.

BUDGET:

View the governor’s FY06 Budget proposal

http://www.gov.state.ak.us/omb/06_OMB/budget/index.htm
The supplemental spending bills for FY05 were introduced by the Governor this week.  HB134/SB97 are the regular supplemental requests and HB135/SB98 are the “fast track” supplemental bills.  

Approximately $141 million in general funds are being requested.  About $101 million will go toward increased and unexpected costs and about $40 million will go toward new or expanded programs.   The Department of Health and Social Services wants $40 million to cover increases in Medicaid caseloads, prescription costs, senior health costs as well as other increased costs.  The money currently appropriated to those programs will be gone between March and May.  Of the new program dollars requested, $28 million will go toward costs for preparing for a gas pipeline; $4.5 million to substance abuse prevention initiatives, and $6.5 million for small community grants in the state’s energy assistance program.

SB62, a supplemental for the Division of Elections, passed the senate this week and has been transmitted to the house.
COMMITTEE SCHEDULE:  Look here for committee meetings for the coming week.  Bill hearings OFTEN change.  If you are planning to testify it is a good idea to check the committee calendar the day of the hearing.  
Go to BASIS Committee schedules:

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/hearing_form.asp?session=24
(H)HESS FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE * Feb 14 Monday 7:00 AM 

HOUSE FINANCE 519 + Health Care Services Div. of Public Assistance 

(S)FIN * Feb 14 Monday 9:00 AM  + SB 60 EXTEND SUICIDE PREVENTION COUNCIL  
H)HESS FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE * Feb 14 Monday 9:00 AM HOUSE FINANCE 519 Demonstration of "ORCA" Online Resources for Children of Alaska 

H)FIN * Feb 14 Monday 1:30 PM HB 102 FOREIGN MEDICAL SCHOOL GRADUATES 

S)HESS* Feb 14 Monday 1:30 PM *+ SB 83 TERM. PARENTAL RTS/CINA/ DELINQUENCY CASES *+ SB 82 CHILD PROTECTION INTERVIEW
(H)FIN* Feb 15 Tuesday 1:30 PM SB 56 CRIMINAL LAW/PROCEDURE SB 62 APPROP: DIVISION OF ELECTIONS 
(H)HESS * Feb 15 Tuesday 3:00 PM + HB 1 INCREASE AMT OF BASE STUDENT ALLOCATION + HB 30 APPROP: K-12 EDU OPERATING DEBT EXPENSES*+ HB 85 PRESCRIBED MEDICATION FOR STUDENTS 

H)HESS FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE * Feb 16 Wednesday 7:00 AM HOUSE FINANCE 519 + Div. of Public Health Financial Management Services 

(S)FIN* Feb 16 Wednesday 9:00 AM *+ SJR 6 FEDERAL MEDICAL ASSISTANCE REDUCTION

H)JUD* Feb 16 Wednesday 1:00 PM Overview: Dept. of Health & Social Services, Div. of Juvenile Justice =+ HB 88 OFFENSES BY MINORS/AGAINST TEACHERS 

S)HESS * Feb 16 Wednesday 1:30 PM *+ SB 78 SENIOR CARE PROGRAM *+ SB 79 MEDICAID FOR ADULT DENTAL SERVICES 

H)DPS FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE * Feb 16 Wednesday 4:00 PM 

HOUSE FINANCE 519 Budget Hearing 

S)DPS FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE * Feb 16 Wednesday 5:30 PM 

BUTROVICH 205 Overview 

H)FIN* Feb 17 Thursday 1:30 PM HB 1 INCREASE AMT OF BASE STUDENT ALLOCATION HB 30 APPROP: K-12 EDU OPERATING/DEBT EXPENSES 

H)HESS* Feb 17 Thursday 3:00 PM 

+ HB 109 SCREENING NEWBORNS FOR HEARING ABILITY 

S)STA* Feb 17 Thursday 3:30 PM
 *+ SB 54 PROTECTIVE ORDERS/NOTICE TO VICTIMS 

(H)HESS FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE * Feb 18 Friday 7:00 AM 

HOUSE FINANCE 519 + Closeout Discussion 

S)NATUROPATHIC TASK FORCE JOINT COMMITTEE * Feb 18 Friday 8:00 AM  TERRY MILLER 104 + Meeting of the Naturopathic Task Force -- Testimony <Invitation Only> -- 

DOWNLOAD LEGISLATORS’ CONTACT NUMBERS:

http://w3.legis.state.ak.us/infodocs/WHOSEWHO2005.pdf
LEGISLATIVE DAYS REMAINING:  87

GOVERNOR’S CORNER:

Scott Nordstrand will fill in as acting attorney general until a permanent replacement is found.  Nordstrand has headed the department of law’s civil division since 2003.  Prior to that, he was a partner in the Anchorage law firm Owens & Turner.  He has a law degree from the University of North Dakota and has been an attorney in Alaska since 1987.  

The Governor received the American Lung Association’s Policy Award for leadership and perseverance in his efforts to win passage of a tobacco tax increase in 2004.  Health and Social Services Commissioner Joel Gilbertson accepted the award on behalf of the governor during the association’s annual awards reception on Wednesday in Anchorage.  Murkowski led the effort to increase Alaska’s tobacco tax by $1.00 per pack with the intention of reducing or preventing the incidence of smoking, particularly among teens. The tobacco tax will increase 60 cents per pack in 2005 and 20 cents per pack in 2007 and 2008.  This year, Murkowski has proposed an additional $1.5 million be included in the FY06 budget for expanded tobacco prevention and control activities.

The Governor assumed his position as Co-Chair of the Denali Commission earlier this month.  Until recently, the Lt. Governor had been acting for him on the Commission.

The Governor announced the formation of a new five-member Rural Energy Action Council this week.  An initial report is to be submitted by the Council to the governor by April 15th to make specific recommendation in the areas of:  incentives to lower costs, regional supply and distribution issues, cooperative fuel purchases, power plant operational efficiencies, consolidation of providers, reviewing programs of the Alaska Energy Authority (AEA), the acceleration of use of wind turbine power, and energy conservation measures.  Nels Anderson of Dillingham, Andy Baker of Northwest Alaska, Ernie Baumgartner of the Interior, Bob Martin of Southeast, and Gene Peltola of Western Alaska  have been appointed as Council members.

CONTACT YOUR LOBBYIST:

Caren Robinson  dcc@alaska.net
