Capitol Currents

 Please share the information from this report and get involved in the legislative process.

WEEK FOUR:
It was a fairly quiet week.  Finance subcommittees started meeting and the governor introduced several pieces of legislation dealing with health and child-in-need-of-aid issues. Congratulations to Senator Gretchen Guess and her husband, Jeff Tyson, on the birth of their daughter, Carolyn Marie. She was born on Feb. 2 at 6:50 p.m.  We look forward to seeing the Senator in Juneau very soon.

ACTION ALERTS will appear here as the session progresses.

LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:

Go to BASIS committee assignments list: www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/commbr_info.asp?session=24
For a complete list of finance subcommittees go to:

http://www.akrepublicans.org/com-sub.php 
NEW BILLS:  Look here for legislation introduced during the previous week.

Go to BASIS bill/resolution list:  www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/bandr_stat.asp?session=24
This link provides sponsor statements and fact sheets for bills introduced by majority members:  http://www.akrepublicans.org/24th_temp_list.php
Bill:

HB105/SB79

Sponsor:
Rules by request of the Governor



Title:

Medicaid coverage adult dental services

Referrals:
House:  HESS, FIN



Senate:
  HESS, FIN



Contents:
Allows HSS to expand coverage to include preventative and restorative care.

Bill:

HB106/SB78


Sponsor:
Rules by request of the Governor

Title:

Senior Care Program

Referrals:
House:  HESS,FIN



Senate:  HESS, FIN

Contents:
The bill makes the senior care program permanent.  It increases benefits and expands eligibility.

Bill:

HB112/SB82


Sponsor:
Rules by request of the Governor

Title:

Child protection interview/transport

Referrals:
House:  HESS, JUD



Senate:  HESS, JUD

Content:
Gives authority to HSS to conduct a forensic interview of a child who the department has reasonable cause to suspect has suffered sexual abuse or physical harm.  The interview may be conducted without the permission of the parents, guardian, or custodian.  It may only be conducted by the department, a peace officer or professional staff of a child advocacy center.  The bill further authorizes the department to transport a child for photographs, medical or radiological exams or for forensic interviews.  Transporting the child does not constitute emergency custody.  Finally, the bill exempts the state and department from civil damages as a result of actions taken or not taken that occur during transportation.

Bill:

HB113/SB84


Sponsor:
Rules by request of the Governor

Title:

Child protection confidentiality

Referrals:
House:  HESS, JUD, FIN



Senate:  HESS, JUD, FIN

Content:
Lists findings to support the relaxation of confidentiality of child protection proceedings and states the intent is to allow wider access to the public to hearings of and information about the child protection system without jeopardizing federal funds and continuing to respect the privacy rights of children involved as recognized by Alaska’s constitution.

The bill sets parameters for a hearing to be open to the public; changes the standard for when a person can use a child’s sealed records after the child’s 18th birthday; changes when the name or picture of a child may be made public; expands the persons who can have access to confidential information and expands the purposes for which access is granted; provides immunity to the state and municipalities regarding disclosure or nondisclosure of information; amends 

Court Rule 3 (c ) ,3 (f), and 22(c ).  

Bill:

HB114/SB83


Sponsor:
Rules by request of the Governor

Title:

Term. parental rts/CINA/delinquency cases

Referrals:
House:  HESS, JUD



Senate:  HESS, JUD

Content:
Permits parents to have further communication and visitation with a child after terminating parental rights; allows children the department has placed out-of-state to receive pfds; permits courts in specific situations to make certain findings as if evidence had been offered by an expert without an expert actually being called.

Bill:

HB118

Sponsor:
Ramras, Samuels

Title:

Confidentiality Program for Victims

Referrals:
STA, JUD

Contents:
Establishes an address confidentiality program for victims of domestic violence, sexual assault and stalking within the Council on Domestic Violence and Sexual Assault. 
UPDATES:  Look here to track bills of interest to our organizations
SB56, Sentencing/Probation/Parole, was heard in HJUD this week.  Is scheduled to move out on Monday.

HB109, screen newborns for hearing ability, picked up Rep. McGuire as a co-sponsor. 

HB53, cina/review panels, picked up Rep. Rokeberg as a co-sponsor.

HB58, offenses against unborn children, picked up Rep. Neuman as a co-sponsor.

SB12, limit relations with certain nations, picked up everyone in the senate except Green, Guess and Hoffman as co-sponsors.

BUDGET:

View the governor’s FY06 Budget proposal

http://www.gov.state.ak.us/omb/06_OMB/budget/index.htm
Finance Subcommittees began meeting this week.  Closeouts in the House are expected within the next two to three weeks.

COMMITTEE SCHEDULE:  Look here for committee meetings for the coming week.  Bill hearings OFTEN change.  If you are planning to testify it is a good idea to check the committee calendar the day of the hearing.  
Go to BASIS Committee schedules:

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/hearing_form.asp?session=24
(H)HESS FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE * Feb 07 Monday 7:00 AM 

HOUSE FINANCE 519 + AK Pioneer Homes Div. of Behavioral Health 

(S)HESS * Feb 07 Monday 1:30 PM  *+ SB 84 CHILD PROTECTION CONFIDENTIALITY + SB 51 PUBLIC ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS 

CHILDREN'S CAUCUS OTHER COMMITTEE * Feb 08 Tuesday 12:00 PM BUTROVICH 205 + The AK Children's Justice Act Task Force Reviewing practice, policy and laws on child abuse 

(S) L&C * Feb 08 Tuesday 1:30 PM  *+ SB 67 CLAIMS AGAINST HEALTH CARE PROVIDERS 

(H)HES S * Feb 08 Tuesday 3:00 PM  *+ HB 82 EXTEND SUICIDE PREVENTION COUNCIL *+ HB 105 MEDICAID FOR ADULT DENTAL SERVICES *+ HB 106 SENIOR CARE PROGRAM 

(S)STA * Feb 08 Tuesday 3:30 PM  *+ SB 12 LIMIT RELATIONS WITH CERTAIN NATIONS 

(H)HESS FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE * Feb 09 Wednesday 7:00 AM HOUSE FINANCE 519 + Div. of Senior and Disability Services 

(S)HESS * Feb 09 Wednesday 1:30 PM  *+ SB 75 PUBLIC HEALTH DISASTERS/EMERGENCIES *+ SB 73 STATE VIROLOGY LABORATORY 

(H)DPS FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE * Feb 09 Wednesday 4:00 PM
 HOUSE FINANCE 519 Budget Hearing 

(H)HES S * Feb 10 Thursday 3:00 PM + HB 95 PUBLIC HEALTH DISASTERS/EMERGENCIES 

(H)HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES FINANCE SUBCOMMITTEE * Feb 11 Friday 7:00 AM 

HOUSE FINANCE 519 + Div. of Juvenile Justice 

DOWNLOAD LEGISLATORS’ CONTACT NUMBERS:

http://w3.legis.state.ak.us/infodocs/WHOSEWHO2005.pdf
LEGISLATIVE DAYS REMAINING:  94

CONTACT YOUR LOBBYIST:

Caren Robinson  dcc@alaska.net
