
Capitol Currents

Please share the information from this report and get involved in the legislative process.

WEEK NINE

The fast track supplemental passed the House and public testimony was taken on the proposed House budget as the Finance committee gets ready for amendments next week prior to the Easter break. 

ACTION ALERTS will appear here as the session progresses.
LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:

Go to BASIS committee assignments list: www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/commbr_info.asp?session=24
For a complete list of finance subcommittees go to:

http://www.akrepublicans.org/com-sub.php 

NEW BILLS:  Look here for legislation introduced during the previous week. Go to BASIS bill/resolution list:  www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/bandr_stat.asp?session=24
Bills will be listed under the following categories:  crimes, education, government, healthcare and other.  

CRIMES:
Bill:

HB219

Sponsor:
Hawker

Title:

Strangulation Crimes

Referrals:
 JUD, FIN

Content:
Amends AS11.81.900(b)(15) “dangerous instrument” to include hands or other objects when used to impede normal breathing or circulation of blood by applying pressure on the throat or neck or obstructing the nose or mouth.  Scheduled for a hearing, Wednesday, March 23rd at 8 am in JUD.

GOVERNMENT:
Bill:

CS HB97 (FIN)
Sponsor:
Rls by request of the Governor

Title:

Oaths; Notaries Public; State Seal 

Referrals:
Senate STA, FIN

Contents:
Allows the Lieutenant Governor to: focus attention on web-based education for notaries, allow businesses which employ large groups of notaries to keep track of their terms of office, lay a foundation for e-signatures for the future, and continue to provide information to notaries without internet access. Sections 7-14 of the bill would repeal obsolete provisions in AS 44.50, update antiquated language, and add new provisions as needed.  The bill is scheduled for a hearing in STA on Tuesday, Mar 22nd at 3:30 pm.
HEALTH CARE:
Bill:

HB120
Sponsor:
Wilson

Title:

Health Care Employee Protection

Referrals:
HESS, L&C

Content:
Repeals two exemptions from Alaska's bloodborne pathogen protection standards to bring Alaska standards into compliance with federal standards. The bill removes exemptions for intraoral procedures and for health care organizations with fewer than 25 full-time employees.   The bill passed from HESS and is scheduled for a hearing, Tuesday, March 22nd at  1 pm in L&C.

Bill:

HB220
Sponsor:
Gara

Title:

Mental Health Patient Rights; Staff Gender

Referrals:
HESS, FIN

Content: 
Adds AS18.20.095, Patient Right to Staff Selection, to AS18.20.  A patient who is receiving mental health treatment and who is provided intimate care at a hospital that employs more than 10 staff members to attend patients has the right to request that the care be given by a licensed staff member who is the sex that the patient requests.  The bill defines intimate care, licensed staff member and mental health treatment and provides guidelines for hospitals in adopting policies to comply with the statute.

UPDATES:  Look here to track bills of interest
HB1, Increase amount of base student allocation, was amended in SFIN to only increase the allocation by $157 unless the Legislature this session passes a bill that entirely replaces the existing defined benefit plan for teachers in AS14.25 and entirely replaces the existing plan for public employees established in AS 39.35.  If such a bill passes then the allocation would be increased by $343 per student.   The bill was held in second reading on the Senate floor. 


HB85, Prescribed Medication for Students, passed the House. 

HB94, Elections, was heard in and passed from STA.  It’s scheduled for a hearing on Monday, the 21st at 1pm in JUD.  
HB102 amH, Foreign Medical School Graduates, was heard in and passed from Senate L&C.  Its next referral is FIN.


SB20, Offenses Against Unborn Children, was heard in and passed from STA.  The bill also picked up a FIN referral.  Its next committee is JUD.

HCS CS SB 36 (STA), Absentee Ballots, passed from STA on the 17th and is now in its last committee of referral, JUD.


SB54, Protective Orders for Sexual Assault, was amended in and passed from STA.  It picked up a FIN referral and its next committee is JUD. 

SB60, Extend Suicide Prevention Council, passed the House and is waiting transmittal.  

SJR6, Federal Medical Assistance Reduction, passed out of HFIN and is now sitting in RLS. 

BUDGET:

SB98, Fast Track Supplemental, passed the House, 34 to 3. SB 98 puts $854 million of general funds into a new public education fund established earlier this session by HB 158, which has been transmitted to the Governor. The $854 million includes $400 million from the projected $500 million Fiscal Year 05 surplus, $440 million in FY 06 general funds and $14 million lapsing from the FY 05 K-12 budget. The bill also provides about $102 million in ''Fast Track'' supplemental funding to cover Fiscal Year 05 needs including: $28.2 million for work efforts for the Gas Pipeline; $58.7 million in federal funds for roadway, airport and other transportation needs; $5 million for computer network security needs; $6 million for infrastructure upgrades to Alaska's Land Mobile Radio system; and $79 million in federal and state funding for Medicaid caseload and cost increases

HB52, Long-Range Fiscal Plan, sponsored by Rep. Gruenberg, would require the Legislature to adopt and annually revise a fiscal plan to balance state revenues and expenditures for the succeeding five fiscal years. The state’s current budgetary system encourages legislators and the Governor to focus only on the fiscal year immediately ahead.  A sponsor substitute (SS) was heard in and passed from Ways and Means.  Its next referral is FIN.
COMMITTEE SCHEDULE:  Look here for committee meetings for the coming week.  Bill hearings OFTEN change.  If you are planning to testify it is a good idea to check the committee calendar the day of the hearing.  
Go to BASIS Committee schedules:
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/hearing_form.asp?session=24
H)JUD* Mar 21 Monday 1:00 PM + HB 94 ELECTIONS 

H)L&C* Mar 22 Tuesday 1:00 PM
 + HB 120 HEALTH CARE EMPLOYEE PROTECTION 

H)JUD* Mar 23 Wednesday 8:00 AM 
*+ HB 91 INDECENT EXPOSURE TO MINORS

*+ HB 219 STRANGULATION CRIMES 

DOWNLOAD LEGISLATORS’ CONTACT NUMBERS:

http://w3.legis.state.ak.us/infodocs/WHOSEWHO2005.pdf
LEGISLATIVE DAYS REMAINING:  51
CONTACT YOUR LOBBYIST:  Caren Robinson  dcc@alaska.net
